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Young LADY 
WITH THE: 
WORKS of VOITUR E. 
s | By Mr. POPBk 
7 theſe gay Thoughts the Loves & Graces ſhine; | 
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#F And all the Writer lives in ev'ry Line; 

iis ey Art may happy Nature ſcem, 

Trifles themſelves are elegant in him. 

Sure to charm all, was his peculiar Fate, . © | 
Who without Flatt'ry pleas'd the Fair and Great; 
Still with Eſteem no leſs convers'd than read 
With Wit well-natur'd, and with Books well-bred;: 
His Heart, his Miftreſs, and his Friend, did ſhare, 
His Time, the Muſe, the Witty, and the Fair. 
Thus wiſely careleſs, innocently gay, 

Chearful he play'd the Trifle, Lie, away, | 
"Till Death ſcarce felt, did o'er his Pleaſures creep; 
As ſmiling-Infants ſport themſelves to ſleep 3 : 
Ev'n rival Wits did Voiture's Fate deplore,. _ 7 
And the Gay mourn'd, who never mourn'd before; 
The trueſt Hearts for Voiture heay'd with Sighs; 
Voiture was wept by all the brighteſt Eyes; | 
The Smiles and Loves had dy'd in Voitures Death, 


But that for ever in his Lines they breathe. 
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i Mr. Pope's Charaſter of Voiture; 


Let the ſtrict Life of grayer Mortals be 

A long, exact, and ſerious Comedy; 

In ev'ry Scene ſome Moral let it teach, 
And, if it can, at once both pleaſe and preach: 
Let mine, like Voiture's, a gay Farce appear, 
And more diverting {till fan regular; f 
Have Humour, Wit, a native Eaſe and Grace, 
No matter for the Rules'of Time and Place. 
Criticks in Wit, or Life, are hard to pleaſe, 
Few write to thoſe, and none can live to theſe. 


Too much your Sex is by their Forms confin'd ; 
Severe to all, but moſt to Womarekind : 
Cuſtom, grown blind with Age, muſt be your Guide; 


Jour Pleaſure is a Vice, but not your Pride; 


By Nature yielding, ſtubborn but for Fame; 
Made Slaves by Honour, and made Fools by Shame. 
Marriage may all thoſe petty Tyrants chace, 
But ſets up One, a greater, in their Place. 
Well might you wiſh for Change, by thoſe accurſt, 


But the lat Tyrant ho e the worſt. 


Still in Conſtraint your fuffering Sex remains, 
Or bound in formal, or in real Chains: 1 
Whole ears neglected, for ſome Months ador'd, 
The fawning Servant turns a haughty Lord. 
Ah, quit not the free Innocence of Life! 
For the dull Glory of a virtuous Wife! 
Nor let falſe Shews, or empty Titles pleaſe; 
Aim not at Joy, but reſt content with Eaſe. 


— 


The Gods, to curſe Pamela with her Prayers, 
Gave the gilt Coach and dappled Flanders Mares, 
The ſhining Robes, rich Jewels, Beds of State, 
And to com pleat her Bliſs, a Fool for Mate. 

She glares in Balls, Front Boxer, and the Ring, 
A vain, unquiet, glitt'ring, wretched Thing! 


Pride, Pomp, and State, but reach her outward Part, 


2 ” 


She fighs, and is no Dwkefs at her Heart. 
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_ Mr. Pope's CharaGer of Voiture. iii 
But, Madam, if the Fates withſtand, and you 
Are deſtin'd Hymens willing Victim too 
Truſt not too much your now refiſtleſs Charms, 


| Thoſe Age or Sickneſs, ſoon or late, diſarms: 


2 


Good Humour only teaches Charms to laſt, 
Still makes new Conqueſts, and maintains the paſt: 
Love, rais'd on Beauty, will like that decay, 
Our Hearts may bear its {lender Chain a Day; 
As flow'ry Bands in Wantonneſs are worn, 

A Morning's Pleaſure, and at Ev'ning torn: . 
This binds in Ties more eaſy, yet more ſtrong, 
The willing Heart, and only holds it long. 


Tubus * Voiture's early Care ſtill ſhone the ſame; \; 
And Montauſier was only chang'd in Name. 
By: this, ev'n now they live, ev'n now they charm, 
eirWit ſtill ſparkling, & their Flames ſtill warm... 


Now crown'd' with Myrtle on th! Ehn Coaſt, 
Amidſt theſe Lovers, joys his gentle Ghoſt, 
Pleas'd while with Smiles his happy Lines you view, 
And finds a fairer Rambouillet in you, . _ 

The brighteſt Eyes of France infpir'd bis Muſe, . 

The brighteſt. Eyes of Britain now peruſe.. 

And dead as living, *tis our Author's Pride, 

Still to charm thoſe, whocharm the World beſide. . 
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Ware by his Nam W. 


390 T being my Intention to ns the Me- 
93 1 855 mory of an Uncle, whom I infinitely e- 
0 ſteem'd, and whoſe Image will be always 
Ne dear to me, LF ht bt myſelf Reader, . 
oblig'd, when 1 gave you h nige to tell you 
ſomething of his Perſon. If1 I ſpeak of him to his 
Advantage, I hope, I ſhall not be at all ſuſpected, 
upon Account of being his Kinſman, fince that $ 
very Reaſon will make me more reſerv d, than 
any indifferent Perſon would probably be. Had I. 43 
been left to myſelf, I ſhould have wholly _— | 


8888 


talk'd upon any Point of Learnin 


any Thing of the 


9 e | | 
= Diſcourſes; This wonderful 
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ſo juſt a Duty, as well becauſe of eee 
perform it, as of the Repugnance I found in my 
F againſt publiſhing' the Virtues of a. Man tu 
whom I was ſo nearly related. But I yielded to 
the Perſwaſions of his Friends and mine, ho re- 
preſented to me, that ſinee I had taken upon me 
to publiſh his Works, I ought to give the Reader 
ſome Account of his Life and Perſon. I fhall there- 
fore ſay all that the Subject requires, with leſs 
Art and Ornament, than Freedom and Truth 
And to give you an Idea of his Soul, that may go 
beyond what appears in his Writings, however 
beautiful and agreeable they may be, I dare aſſure 
you, that he had many Qualities beſides, which 
were full as conſiderable as his Wit, and which 
were of themſelves ſufficient to ſet him above the 
Generality of Mankind, and to obtain him the 
Reputation of being the Glory of the Age he 
Hr'd in. He had ſeveral Talents very advantages 
ous in the Commerce of the World; and ami 
others, that of having wonderful Succeſs in fami- 
liar Converſation, and of doing and ſaying every 
Thing with an uncommon Gracefalneſs. Tho? he 
= moſt Part of his Liſe in the Piverſions of a 
Zourt, yet he had ſtudy'd very hard, and had! 
great Knowledge of good Authors. He was, 
thoroughly ſkill'd in what we call the belle, Lettres; 
and, which adds to their Value, knew perfect 
well how to make à right Uſe'of them. When he 


g, or gave his 
Sentiments upon any Topick, he did it ver much 
to the Satisfaction of all that heard him, deen 
he hit it off in a 853 lively Manner, withous 
he Peeviſhnefs or Contention of a 
Pedant. He was a perfect Maſter of Rallery, aid 
us'd that Quality upon the moſt ferjous 
Quickreſs of Wit ob- 


tair'd him a good Reception among the chief 
Tords at Court, and among Princes — 


vin An Account of 

He had a commendable Aſſurance in making him+ 
ſelf known, join'd to an extraordinary Sweetneſs 
and Civility, with which he always behav'd him- 
ſelf in the Company of the Great, by whom he 
was .careſs'd, far above his Rank; and we may. 
boldly ſay, that no Man of his Condition and 
Birth, ever carry'd it ſo high as he did, or had 
ſuch noble Friends and Acquaintance. Cardinal 
de la Valette, was the firſt that introduc'd him at 
Court, where he was immediately appointed to 
be Maſter of the Ceremonies to his Royal High- 
neſs ; by Means of which Employment, and by his: 
own Merit, he might undoubtedly have had much. 
greater Promotions, had he been willing to apply. 
to Buſineſs ; but he was born for ſomething elſe, 
and it would have been no ſmall Loſs to the Muſes 

and to the Age he lived in, if he had given himſelf 
upentirely to ſerious Affairs. Not but that he had 


ſome very honourable Employments: He was a: 


long Time at the Court of Hain, on a Meſſage. 
from his Maſter, (the Duke of Orleant) where he 
grew acquainted with the Conde Duke D' Oliuares, 
and other Grandees, who had a particular Eſteem 
for his Wit. As he always lov'd the Language of 
that Country, and did afterwards make another 
Journey thither, he became ſo perfect. a Maſter 
of it, that he wrote ſome Shaniß Verſes which the 
Spaniards themſelves imagin'd to be Lope de Vega's, 
one of their beſt Authors. He was alſo ſent by the. 
late King to the Great Dake, to notify to him. 
the Birth of his preſent Majeſty ; and theſe two 
Journies made him perfect Maſt r of the Sani 
and Italian Tongues. et i bs dl ed 
He might have.obtain/d ſeveral other honoura- 
ble Employments, but the Love, which he always 
hoce to Letters, would not ſuffer him-to puſh into 

ineſs, to which he prefert'd Repoſe. He na- 
turally lov'd Men of Wit and 1 of what- 


ever Quality, and was equally beloy'd by them. 


8 


Among 


mily were pleas'd to look upon him with a graci- 
. ous Eye. The preſent Prince has often taken Plea» 
ſure in his Converſation, and gave him Leave to 
: write to him with great Familiarity. The Prince 
of Conti began to cenceive a very great Liking to 
\ him; not forgetting here the Eſteem and Aﬀec- 
tion which his Maſter, the Duke of Orleans, always 
u MR teftify'd for him. He was not unknown to the 
2. King and Queen themſelves ;/ and his preſent 
N Lordſhip,the Cardinal, ſometimes gave him Proofs 
„ Jof his good Will. But he was particularly in the 
n F Favour of that celebrated Family, where Virtue 
xf has been always 8 and honour'd; I mean 
r that of Ramboxillet, Beſides the Marqueſs and 
rt Miarchioneſs, all the polite Perſons of both Sexes 
e Who reſorted to their Houſe, were extreamly nd 
s, ol his Company. Among the Learned that were 
1c. in a Condition more upon a Parallel with his 
m. 3 own, Monfieur de Balzac, Monſieur Chapelain, and 
vo many others, whom it would be too tedious to 
iſ, name, had a great Eſteem for him while he was 
alive, and have ſtill a great Reſpect and Love ſor 
ra- his Memory. And we may ſay, that of all thoſe 
ys who have any Reputation at preſent far Wit, 
ito chere is hardly one that does not admire his; an 
na- I am confident, that the whole Academy, of which 
at- he was a Member, will be far from diſowning what 
m. I ſay in his Favour. But I don't think that the O- 
ong - ? Pinion 


IK 


Monſieur VortORE. 


Among Perſons of Condition, and who are now 
employ'd in the Adminiſtration of the Kingdom, 
Monfieur 4 Avaux was the firſt that began to raiſe 
our Author's Reputation; which being fupported 
by a Man of ſuch exquiſite Judgment, and of ſuch 
cminent Virtue, could not fail of receiving daily 
Addition. Monfieur de Chavigny afterwards help'd 
to eſtabliſh it, by the Marks of Efteem which he 
ſhew!d him. The Mareſchals Schomberg and Gram- 
mont, honour'd him with a very ſtrict Friendſhips 
and to go higher, the late Prince and all his Fa- 
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Pinion, of any Aan, tho ever ſo well qualify'd, is 
more advantageous to Jim, than the. Approbation 
of thoſe illuſtriqus Ladies, who plac'd the Chief 
bf their e in his Converſation and Writ- 
ings. That Sex has a very exquiſite Taſte for the 

Delicacies of Wit ; and an Author muſt write very 
correctly, if be Would be eternally read in a Circle 
or a Lady's Cloſet. In this, Monfieur Voiture was 
a very great Maſter ; and exactly practis'd that 
old Oracle, which ſays, That tis often a Piece of Skill | 


 #6-wv0;d pleaſing the Dotfors. His Endeavgurs were to 


Pleaſe thoſe that move in a different Sphere, 1 
mean the Court, ef which the fair Sex is the great- 
eſt Ornament. I ſhall be contented with namipg 
three, who will immediately draw. after them the 
Voice and Conſent of every Body; and. fhall, lay 


much leſs Streſs upon the Quality of the Perſons, 


than upon their Merit. The Dutcheſs of Longueville 
is indeed much oblig'd to the Blood of Bourbon and 
Aontmoreny, \far a; great Bſtate and a noble De- 
ſcent ; but ſhe is nd lefs-oblig'd to her Father ant 
her Mother, for the Advantages of Wit, which ſhe 
oſſeſſes in a high Deter : Of her Father, ſhe 
ems to inherit the Wiſdom and Quiekaeſs which 


de had in all manner of Buſineſs;; and of her Mo- 


ther, the extraordinary Perfections, which make 
that Princeſs ſtill admir'd as the Miracle of gur 
Age. To theſe, ſhe has added ſo many Grat 
and ſo many Qualifications, which ſhe has attain? 
by reading the beſt Books, that foreign Nations 
quitly ſtrive with France which ſhall praiſe her 
the Statue of an excellent Workman, which das 
Jo) nn the others call'd 
G3 ;. 3101 35 (MTS DDO51 s SVEN AG? 
The. Gift whieh ſhe enjoys of a wonderful-Dib- 
cernment; I don't ſay between Good and Evil, hut 
between Good and Better; the — — 
and Extenſiteneſs of: her Capacity, Which give * 
Nein! a Pe- 
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did any Thing contrary to the ſtricte 
it; and as it was always founded more upon the 


Monſieur Vorrukx. XI 


a Penetration into the moſt hidden Beauties and 
DefeRs, entitle her to a Right of judging defini- 

tively in Matters of this Nature, The Marcbioneſs 
de Sable, and Madam Montauſier are no loonernam'd, 
than our Souls are fill'd with the Image of two 
Perſons accompliſh'd in themſelves, and in ever 

thing that may make a Lady compleat, I don't 
undertake their Elogium ; but I know that Prin- 
ces; Ambaſſadors, and Secretaries of State, pre- 
ſerve their Letters as the true Models of reaſona- 
ble Thoughts, and of a pure Style. I dare believe, 
that that Princeſs, and theſe Ladies, will not be 
offended with me, for ſaying that they thought 
our Author did in all Qualifications come very 


near to the Standard which has been ſet fer what 


the Italians call a perfect Courtier and the French a 
gallant Man. $55" 2 HS 
But 'tis Time to let you know ſomething of his 
Manners, which were no leſs commendable than 
all his other Accompliſhments. He was perfectly a 
good Friend, which was one of the Reaſons wh 
e had ſo many. The Preſident de Maiſons lov? 
him cordially, and gave ſeveral generous Teffi- 
monies of his Affection, as well to him, as to his 
Relations, even after his Neath. When once he 
contracted Friendſhip with any Body, he never 


t Rules of 


Virtue of-his Friends, than upon their Fortune or 


Quality, it never ceas'd upon Account of their Mis- 


fortunes.” He had not the leaſt Animoſity in him, 
and never envy'd the Writings of another Man, or 
the Glory he might obtain by them. He judg'd of 


Things without Paſſion, and never took Pleaſure 


in Scandal, or in leflening any one's Reputation. 
In Religion, he always had the Sentiments which 
every Body ought to have; he was charitable to 
the Poor ; and thoſe who knew him from his "of 8 


Louth, always found him exceedingly averſe to a 


a " manner 
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manner of Looſeneſs or Prophaneneſs. Tho' he 


was a great Lover of Rallery, yet he never writ 
any Thing Satyrical; and in all his Writings, there 
is nothing but what is to the Advantage of thoſe 
he ſpeaks of. This laſt Quality ſhould engage the 
Reader to uſe his Reputation as tenderly as he did 
that of all the World. I don't doubt but that there 
are ſome Things in his Writings, which may be 
liable to Cenſure, as indeed there is in the- Works 
of the greateſt Authors, no body having yet diſ- 
cover'd the Art of Writing ſo as to pleaſe all; but 
theſe ought not to be taken by Retail, but in 
Groſs ; not the Words, but the good Senſe, the 
Genius, and the Wit of the Writer, ought to be 
weigh'd ; befides, it ſhould in ſome Meaſure be 
conſider'd, that he did not write for the Publick, 
but for his Friends, at whoſe Importunity alone 
His Works were 1 There is not in his Let- 
ters a tedious Uniformity of Style, but they are 
full of Inventions and Figures; the Words are very 
much vary'd, and every Thing in them is writ in 
an eaſy Manner, with a particular Air, and an in- 


comparable Beauty. Perhaps his Manner of writ- 
ing may ſeem too familiar, conſidering the Rank 
of the Perſons he writ too ; but he had gain'd this 
Privilege by Cuſtom, and by Permiſſion from the 
Perſons themſelves, who ſuffer'd that in him, 
which they would not have done in any body elſe. 
However, he us'd this Advantage with Diſcretion, 
and always behav'd himſelf with a great deal of 
Prudence in ſo tickliſh a Point. 

But I ſhall conclude this Preface with appealing 
to the fair Sex, whom, by his extraordinary Po- 
liteneſs, he has always had the good Fortune to 
pleaſe and divert ; and after having left the Men 
to the Freedom of their Judgments, I muſt beg 
leave to intreat the Approbation of the Women. 
Let me beg you then, Ladies, to grant him your 
Voices and Applauſe ; look upon his Works with 

REES as 


» 
* 
Lo” 
8 
* 
* 
74 o 
a+ 
44 
= 
bu 
„ 
2 
1 x, 
6 4 
2 of 
19 
"= 
4 oy 
. 
4 
* 
* 
1 


* 
9 
4 
* 
* 
x 
4 
. 
* 
24 
45 
"x 
3] 
1 
ag 
4 
* 
J; 
5 y 
. 
. 
i 
we 
[# oy 
MR 
l 
4% 
Y 
3 
* 
Ul 5 * 
2 * 
DK 
». 
4 i 
” 
5 
ji 
£ 
* 4 
* 
1 
% 
— 
1 
* 


S4 K d d . 8 4 248 


Monſicur Vol run. kli 


as favourable an Eye as he look'd upon you; de- 
fend him courageouſly againſt all that ſhould pre- 
fume to find Fault with him: And as he never 
ſaid any Thing that was not to your Honour, do 


| you never ſay any Thing that is not to his. Con- 


feſs with me, that the Loves and the Graces were 
born with him, and that they would have dy'd too 
with him, if they had not liv'd in you. 

If I ſay too much of him in the Opinion of ſome, 
they muſt attribute the Exceſs of my Commenda- 
tions to the perſonal Reſpect I had for him; and, 
if in the Opinion of others, I have not ſaid enough, 
1 * aſcribe my Modeſty. to the Proximity 
of Blood, 


M. PERRAULT's 


ACCOUNT 
VOITURE 


S IR GIL having a Mind to bring a Poet 
„ £2 into the Ehſian Fields, places him in 
22D the midſt of the greateſt Heroes; there- 
Sic by to ſhew, that a Genius for Poetry, 
when it is in a high Degree of Perfection, makes 
the Man who poſſeſſes it, fit to live among Prin- 
ces and Kings, and in ſome ſort to he upon a Le- 
vel with them. An Example of this was ſeen in 
him whoſe Elagium I am now writing. Tho? his 

a 2 Birth 


perfectly well, being in Poſſeſſion o 
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Birth was but obſcure in Compariſon, being only 
the Son of a Wine-Merchant ; yet, by Means of 


his extraordinary Wit, he had the Happineſs to 


ſpend his Life in the Friendſhip and Familiarity 
of the greateſt Perſons then at Court. 9 
Indeed his Genius was very wonderful; and, 
which is more, the only one of its Kind. There 
appear'd, at that Time, a great many very elo- 
quent Authors, who join'd with Balxac in giving 
our Language the Elegance and Majeſty which 
was wanting to it. Malherbe, and ſeveral other 
Poets, had carry*d Poeſy to a much higher Pitch 
of Perfection, chan that wherein they found it: 


But this Eloquence, and this Poetry, was ſtill of 
the ſame Species with that of the Ancients; and 


they only differ'd as to the more or leſs, 

Voiture, in all his Writings, whether Proſe or 
Verſe, had ſuch a genteel Air of Rallery, and 
ſuch a beautiful Simplicity, as was not to be found 


In the moſt polite Authors of Antiquity, This Ta- 


lent, being admirable in itſelf, and having, beſides, 
the additional Charms of Novelty, acquir'd him 
the Love and Eſteem of all the World. 'Fhe moſt 
inconſiderable Things became valuable by his 
handling them. Even Proverbs, which in our 
Language do generally make a Diſcourſe mean 
and unpolite, made his agreeable, whenever he 
had Occaſion to bring them in. It was inthe Hotel 
de Rambouillet, (at that Time the common Rendez- 
vous of the Wits) that his Merit began firſt to be 
taken Notice of. The Duke of Orleans, the King's 
only Brother, being deſirous to have him always 
near his Perſon, made him his Maſter of the Cere- 
monies; an Office which he executed to the Day 
of his Death, and of which he 2 himſelf 
all the Talents 

and Languages that were requir'd for it. The 
Duke ſent him to Spain about ſome Affairs; and 
being There, out of Curioſity he croſs'd over to 
Aſrira, 


* 
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Africa, as may be ſeen in his Letters. He was very 
much eſteem'd at Madrid, where he writ ſome 
Syaniſb Verſes, which every Body took to be Lope 
de-Vega's, the Diction of them was ſo pure and ſo 
natural. The Conde Duke 4“ Olivarez, prime Mini- 
ſter and Favourite of the King of Spain, took great 
Pleaſure in his Converſation, and defir'd he would 
write to him when he was return'd to Flanders, 
He made two Journies to Rome, and was Tent to 
Florence to carry the News of the King's Birth, 
He had alſo a Place in his Majeſty's Houſhold g 
and the Count 4 Avaux, Super- Intendant of the 
Finances, made him his Deputy, not to exerciſe 
the Office, but only to receive the Salary, He 
might have dy'd rich, but that he was ſo addicted 
to Gaming, that in one Night he loſt fifteen hun- 
dred Piſtoles. The Prince of Conti, even when he 
was Duke of Anguien, was pleas'd to honour him 
with his Favour and Friendſhip. The Approba- 
tion of this young Heroe, help'd not a little to ele- 
vate his Soul; and his Deſire to pleaſe ſo nice a 
Tafte, is perhaps one of the principal Cauſes of 
the Excellence of his Works. This may be ſeen 
by the Epiſtolary Poem which he writ to that 
Prince at his Return from his Conqueſts in Ger- 
many; a Piece, wherein it is hard to ſay, which 
prevails moſt, Wit, Pleaſantry, or Solidity : Never 
were the Grave and the Serious temper'd with a 
more clean and ingenious Rallery. 

Tho' he himſelt never printed any of his Writ- 
ings, yet his Reputation extended not only all over 
France, hut alſo into moſt foreign Countries; and 
the Academy of the Humoriſti at Rome, ſent him 
Letters of Admiſſion into their Society. His 
Works were publiſh'd after his Death in one Vo- 

lume, which was ſo well receiv'd, that two Edi- 
e MF tions of it were ſold. off in fix Month's Time. His 
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d Proſe is rather more corre& than his Verſe, and 
0 has an Air of Gallantry quite throughout, not 0 
a, be 
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be found in any Author but himſelf, His Poetry is 
full of Variety, and has ſomething in it ſo new and 
uncommon, that the more it is endeavour'd to be. 
imitated, the more inimitable it is found to be. 
He was a Member of the French Academy, and 
prov'd one of its greateſt Ornaments. He was born 
at Amiens, and educated at Paris, where he dy'd in 
the Year 1648, aged 50 Years, | 
As there were great Numbers that admir'd him, 
ſo there were ſome who envy'd his Glory, which 
they endeavour'd to eclipſe in a very particular 
Manner, I mean, by praiſing him; for they only 
admir'd two or three of his Letters: One, for Ex- 
ample, which he wrote as from a Carp to a Pite; 
and another, where he praiſes an Abbeſs for not 
ſuffering a Cat to get to the Cheeſe; and in praiſ- 
ing ſuch as theſe, they endeavour'd to infinuate,, 
that he excell'd only in 'Friftes. M. Coftar,, who 
perceiv'd the Maliciouſneſs of theſe Commenda- 
tions, wasreſolv'd to expoſe them to all the World; 
and in order to it, made a ColleQion of all ſuch 
Paſſages in his Letters as are moſt noble and moſt 
moving. Tho' one has never ſo often read over 
theſe beautiful Things in their natural Places, it is 
hardly credibie how one is amaz'd at them when. 
they appear all together. 
fter his Death, Sarazin publiſh'd a little Pamph» 


let, call'd his Funeral Pomp, wherein his Life and: 


Manners are very ingeniouſly deſcrib q This is 
an admirable Piece, and I believe the only one-of 
that Nature. It is an Honour to him for whom it 
was written not only becauſe it praiſes him, and 
is in it ſelf excellent, but becauſe the beautiful 


Turn which is admir'd in it, is owing chiefly to 
the Imitation of his Writings, His Works are one. 


Volume of Letters, with ſome Poems, and a Ro- 
mance, call'd AL.civaLis and ZELLDA, 
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of VOITURE. 


Oddo Incent Voiture was born about the Begin- 
89 7 ing of the laſt Age at Amiens, the Capi- 
WY G6 tab of Picardy; but he was educated at 
Anon Paris, and at Court, and bred up with 
Perſons of the firſt Quality. His Father was a 
Wine-Merchant, and ſerv'd the Court. He ſaid 
that his Son was chang'd at Nurſe, becauſe he 
drank nothing but Water, tor which he was often 
rally'd. One Day, going by Chance into a Part of 
the Duke of Orlean's Palace, where ſome Officers 
were carowſing, one of them cry'd out to him, 

Glaſs in Hand, | 


Thy. Fathay was an honeſt Cod, 

As ever ſold the Grape's rich Blood: : 
Thou Voiture's Son ! the Dev'l a Bit: 
Thou neither ſelliſt nor drinkeſt it. 


Another Time, it being thought that he was upon 
courting a Cook's Daughter nam'd Ja Prou in the 
Way of Marriage, this Epigram was written upon it, 


Thrice bappy Pair, beyond Expreſſion bleſt ! 

Whoſe Life ball be but one conti nu'd Feaſt, 

A Banquet which the Morn to Night ball join; 

For as la Prou finds Meat, Voiture Hall furnif Wine, 


ws | Madam Dettges, playing one Day at Proverbs with 

voiture, and not liking one of his: This is net worth 4 
Harthing, M. Voiture, ſaid ſhe, come, pierce us ano- 
ber. Monſeignieur de Baſſompierre, is reported to 
have broke the following Jeſt upon Voiture : *Tis a 
bonſand Pities be was not of his Father's Trade; for be- 
1 a % ing 
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having contracted a Friendſhi p with him at School:; 


Curioſity, Voiture went to Africa. He had ſeveral 
Penſions, and might have dy'd rich, had it not 


de St. Gela, whom he infinitely excell'd. 


xviii M. Richelet's Account of Hoiture. 
ing ſs fond as he is of ſaveet Things, be would have drawn 


ius nothing but Hypocraſs, "Tis believ'd, that the ſame 


Lord had this Rallery too upon Voiture : Wine, * 
æohich fetches other People to themſelves, makes this Man 
ſavoon if he does but hear it nam d. Voiture could not 
bear to be rally'd upon the Subject of his Birth 
and in this Point he was very weak : A Man of 
Wit and Senſe, tho' of mean Parentage, is more 
Des than a Man of Quality without Parts or 

apacity. 

Mon eur d Avaux introduc'd Voiture at Court, 


Monſieur de Cbaudebonne carry'd him to the Hotel 
de Rambouillet, Afterwards he was taken into the 
Family of the Duke of Orleans, who ſent him about 
ſome Affairs into Hain; from whence, out of mere 


been for his Love of Play; for he loſt more than 
a Man of his Condition could poſſibly . bear. 
Voiture was N W civil, amorous, or at 
leaſt pretended to be ſo, and he boaſted, that he 
had made Love from the Scepter to the Sheep-Hook, and 
from the Coronet to the round-ear'd Cap. He dy'd at 
about fifty Years of Age ; he was finely ſhap'd, 
dreſs'd well, and ſaid . in a very polite 
Manner; the Works he has left us, are glorieus 
Proofs of his Wit. His Proſe, which conſiſts of a- 
bout two Hundred Letters, and a ſmall Romance, 
call'd Alcidalis and Zelida, more correct than his 
Poetry. His Letters, which do not treat of Love, 
have, for the Generality, an admirable Turn, and 
are in a Manner ſo many pag In his Proſe, 
he imitated the charming Simplicity of Cicero; 
and in his Verſe, that of Clement Marot, and Melin 


: 9 


44 


Monſrent 


. 1 FFF wo . ²᷑iè So i SES _>— OS 


4 9* 
50845 e 


eee e 


Monſieur Voitures 


WORKS. 


ess -E I MWA ICS 
01 Mademoiſelle PAULET, 


LETTER I. Fi 


MApAu, 


YN . FT was much more my Intereſt than it 
| 69 2 yours, to keep the Riches you had 
95 1 80 _ me, from fall; ing into other Hands 
Bo a than mine. I had rather loſe all L. 
S. 888 have in the World, than thoſe Things 
you make me a Preſent of; and ſo long as I en- 
joy theſe latter, 4 could almoſt diſpenſe with e- 
very thing elſe. If the Stones you have given me, 
can't break mine, they will at leaſt make me ſ up- 
Vor. I. 9 port 
* She avas the Danghter f Charles Paulet, Secretary 
of the King's Bed- Chamber: This Lady wat one of thoſe 
who bad the ſtrongeſt Paſſion for —_ Voiture, whe 
avas not inſenſible to the fair One, for foe «vas rich and 
deſerving, She was call d the Lyoneſs, 8, on accopent ber 
high . and yellow Hair. 
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port the Torment with Patience; and I think 1 
ought never to be ſorry for my having the Stone- 
Cholick, ſince it has procur'd me ſo much Happi- 
neſs. Yet 1 can't help telling you, that this Gene- 
roſity had lik'd to have coſt you dear, for I had 
much ado to hinder your Preſent of Jewels from 
bringing a Scandal upon you. . The Gentleman I 
live with knows you do me the Honour to write 
to me, becauſe I ſhew'd him the Billet in which 
you ſend your Service to him. I was in his Com- 
pak when your Letters were deliver'd to me; 

e either knew; or gueſs'd it was your Hand, by 
i and-{ did not deny but that it 
was. I had the Curioſity to look firſt upon a Pa- 
per which ſeem'd more heavy than any of the 
reſt, and having open'd it, I pull'd out in his Pre- 
ſence: a Bracelet more brilliant and handſomer 
made than any I ever ſaw before. *Tis impoſſible 
to tell you how much I was ſurpriz'd to find a 
thing I ſo little expected from You, and that I had 
been ſo indiſcreet in the very firſt Favour you ever 
did me. My Blood flew all into my Face, and 
made me redder than the very Ribband you ſent 
me; and he, before whom I ſtood, aſſum'd a Coun- 
tenance as grave and ſevere, as if it had been gi- 
ven me by ſome Miſs. But upon reading your 
Letter, I found that what I at firſt took for a Fa- 
vour, was only a Medicine; and that the Bracelet 
was not ſent to a Gallant, but to a poor ſick Pati- 
ent. Whatever you may think, Madam, tis my 
Opinion I am very good; for I, who would have 


Ween all J have in the World to have had this 


reſent from you by way of Gallantry, was how- 
ever contented tho? it was not one, and was ex- 
treamly glad to find that you re innocent, 
tho' it made me leſs happy. Thus the Ejade has 
already done you a Kindneſs, tho' you did not ex- 
pect it; and by its Virtue has defended yours, 


which was accus'd, and almoſt upon the Point of 


being 


without ſo much as —— 


* 
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being condemn'd. - After this, I cannot, hut look 
upon it as very precious; and coming from ſo 
good Hands, I have mighty Faith in it. I am in 
no ſmall want of this Remedy, in a Country where 

there is no other, and where Aſſiſtance is to be ex - 
pected ſooner from Stones, than from Men If you 


can but call to mind one Particularity, which was 


formerly told you about this Place, you'll very 
much pity thoſe who have the Cholick in't. If 
you don't find out what I mean; I ſhan't be ſorry 


* for it; for this Talk is not a bit too gallant for a 


Man that has had ſome little Reaſon to believe 


be is in your Favour. I ſhall only telt you, Mas 
dam, that you are very much oblig'd to take care 


of me ; for beſides that you have had the ſame 
Diſtemper, I muſt inform you, that this Time 


mine proceeds from the ſame Cauſe, and the Phy- 


ſicians of Madrid, give me the ſame Preſcriptions 
as thoſe of Paris did formerly give you. In your 
worſt Humours, you were never more ſolitary, 
more untraCtable, nor more peeviſh, than I am 
here: You can't imagine how differently I live 
from what I us'd to do; and you'll be aftoniſh'd 
when I tell you that I have ſpent eight Months 
without ſpeaking to a Woman, without ſcolding, 
without gaming, and, which is moſt ſtrange of all, 

my {elf at a Fire 
once: The very Relation'of: this is terrible. I 
have endur'd a Winter more cold and piercing 
than any we have in France, in a Place where there 
are no Night- Gowns, no Chimnies, nor any Fires, / 
but upon a Victory, or the Birth of a Prince. This 
Miſery has often made me wiſh for the good Fires 
you keep at your Houſe; and I repent that I re- 
fus d to be the Cyclop of a Lady who is more 
charming than her who governs the Maſter of all 


| the Cytlops: ; You muſt be very learned, if you 
underſtand this; but if you gueſs who I mean, I 


humbly beg you, Madam, to give me Leave to 
473 q B 2 aſſure 
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aſſure her here, that I have a more paſſionate Re- 
ſpe for her than ever, and that I ſhould be con- 
tented with her Abſence, if I thought it had the 
fame Effect upon her, as it. has upon me; for, up- 
on my Word, it has conſiderably increas'd the 
Deſire I always had to ferve her, and has made 
me forget all the Things ſhe has done to vex me; 
ſo that now I only remember the excellent Qua- 
Iities which make her ſo agreeable and charming. 
Whatever I might pretend outwardly, I had ſtill 
ſome little Spite againſt her in my Heart; and 
t was not till my laſt Fit of Sickneſs, that i for- 
gave her the Trick ſhe 1 once in your 
Preſence, when ſhe almoſt drown'd me with a Ba- 
Fon full of Water. But now all Defire of Revenge 
Is res by into a Longing to ſee her, to honour 
her, and to ſerve her ; . if there is any one Bo- 
dp in the World that I love more than herſelf, tis 
only one whom ſhe too loves more than ſhe does 
herſelf. As for that one Perſon, ſhe ſhall always 
keep a particular Rank, both in my Memory, and 
in my Eſteem ; ſhe ſhall never have either a Com- 
Panion, or an Equal in my Affection, no more than 
The has in the World: And if my Love for you, 
were any thing elſe but Friendſhip, 4 confeſs 
ſhould not love you ſo much as I do her. Don't 
knit your Brows at this, nor wonder that I ſhould 
not avoid ſaying ſhocking Things in my Letter, 
when you have not the ſame Confideration for 
me in yours. For what Occafion had you to tell 
me, that thoſe two Ladies have gotten new Ac- 
quaintance, who may perhaps make them forget 
their old Friends? And why ſhould you put this 
at the End of the moſt obliging Letter in the Xx 
World? Indeed, if my Diſtemper might be cured 
like the Quartan Ague, by violent 28 2 
this Malice might be of ſome Uſe; tho' I ſhoudd 


be but little oblig*d:to you neither, if you gave me 4 k 
the Diſeaſe of Jealouſy, in order to cute me of the 


Cholick. $ 
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Cholick. Pray take care to make me eafy upon 


this Head ; for ſeriouſly it has broken- my Reſt, 
and I have hardly been able to-ſleep for it. I was 
a little inclin d. to fear this before 3. not that I in 
the leaſt doubt the Goodneſs of thoſe Ladies; but 


| ö I can't help confidering what a dangerous Thing 


'tis to be at a great Diſtance from Folks. In a 
word, Madam, I'know'no Body but you, that I 
may depend upon; for ta hold out againſt fo long: 


an Abſence, *tis not enough to be conſtant, one 
= muſt be obſtinate. But ſince you have been pleag'd 
to put me into the Liſt o : 

= ſure my Misfortunes will not make you retract it; 
2X neither would you care to ſee Chance bring about 
2 Thing, which formerly ſo many Prieſts, and ſa 


your Friends, I am 


many religious People, could never effect. If there 
is any other Perſon that does me the Honour to 
love me, I enjoy that Happineſs with Fear and 
Trembling, as a thing Lam liable to- loſe, and of 
which may be every Day Time robs me of ſome 
Part. You tell me, that the Miſtreſs of your For- 


tune has not forgot me: can hardly tell how to 


unriddle this. Pray, is not your Miſtreſs a young 
Lady, whoſe Eyes are very lively, and whoſe Noſe 
turns up a little at the End; who is cunning, proud, 


4 | diſdainful, haughty, and civil, and good-natur'd 3; 


who often ſcolds, and yet always pleaſes ;. who is 
a very good Girl, and yet has a Mother that leads. 
her a weary Life ; and whom I lov'd once from 
Baignolet to Charonne ? If this be your Miſtreſs, I 
can tell you ſhe deſerves: to be Miſtreſs of the 
whole World; and I have maintain'd for eight 
Months together in this Court, that there's no- 
thing under the Son ſo good, nor ſo beautiful as 


q ſhe. All my Concerns put together, have not Fi . 


ven me ſo much Uneafineſs as hers have, an 


have ſhed abundance of Tears, in which ſhe hae 
had the greateſt Share. And indeed it muſt bo 


I ewn'd, "tis a miſerable 1 to think of, that her 


3 Bir th | 


& Monſieur VorTuRE's Letters. 
Birth ſhould be ſo happy, and her Life ſo unhap- 
Py ; and that one and the fame Perſon, ſhould at 
once have all the Graces, and all the Diſgraces in 
the World. I receive the Honour ſhe. does me, 
with all the Reſpe@ and Joy it is my Duty to do, 
and I pray God to comfort her, as ſhe comforts o- 
thers. This Goodneſs ought to be a Shame to that 
Lady who had three Lice found upon her one 
Day; but your Miſtreſs, by her ſaying nothing to 
me, ſeems to ſtand mightily upon her Fidelity to 
vou; tho? ſhe might make me a Compliment, 
without giving me the leaſt Cauſe for Jealouſy. 
You take great Pains to aflure me of the Friend- 
ſhip your Servant has for me; if 'twere not he [ 
gr at, I ſhould not like your remembring him 
o much ; but that Gentleman deſerves all Things, 
and I can envy. him nothing. As for Madam de 
Clermont, tho' you had not ſo much as mention'd 
her, I ſhould nevertheleſs have been aſſur'd, that 
The does me the Honour to love me; knowing the 
Extenſiveneſs of her Charity, as I do, Ican't doubt 
of her Affection; and 'tis enough to be in the 
Number of the AMiQed, to be in the Number of 
her Friends. In the midſt of all the Joy I re- 
ceive from the Honour ſo many extraordinary Per- 
ſons are pleas'd to do me, I am extreamly griev'd 
to find that you ſay nothing to me of a Man whofe 
Remembrance of me you know would be the 
greateſt Comfort to me. I am touch'd with no- 
Fhing, in all my Misfortunes, ſo much as I am 
with that; and there's nothing but what I could 
endure with more Patience. I am afraid he won't 
take it well, that I ſhould ſpeak of him; but this, 
nor no other Conſideration, can hinder me from 
publiſhing in every Place where I come, that 
there's no Man in the World more deſerving the 
Love of his Friends, and Efteem of his Enemies. 
If the Count de Guiche is at Court, pray give me 
Leave humbly to beg him to think of me ſome- 
times, 


* 
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times, and to * a Proof of his Conſtaney, by 
loving a Perſon ſo uſeleſs, and ſo far diſtant. Iwas 
very well pleas'd t'other Day, to find Made molſele 
de Montauſier in the Gazette ; but I own I never could 
have thought that her Fame would have reach'd 
farther than her Brother's. I ſhould be glad if he. 
were inform'd, that I am ftill his moſt humble 
Servant, and that I wiſh him all the Conqueſts in 
his Amours he deſerves. But however, I muſt ex- 
cept one Lady from this Wiſh, upon whoſe Ac- 
count I formerly fear'd him; and I muſt here af: 
ſure that Lady herſelf, that ſhe'd be the moſt 
ungrateful Woman in the World, if ever ſhe for- 
gets me, be it for whom it will. For in ſober 

Sadneſs, the Paſſion I have for her, goes beyond 
any Thing ſhe can imagine: But if after all this, 
ſhe rewards that Paſſion with Infidelity, I'm re- 
ſolv'd to ufe Sword, Dagger, Poiſon, or any Thing 
elſe, to be reveng'd... I don't think, Madam, you 
can gueſs who I ſpeak of; that is a Secret too im- 
portant to be truſted to any Body. I only defire 
you to ſhew this Part of the Letter to Mademoiſele; 
du Pin: But I grow now accuſtom'd to write long 
Letters, and I'm afraid I ſhall tire you: I have 
yet a thouſand Things more to ſay to you, and tis 
not without the greateſt Violence, that I cgntent. _ 


my felt with telling you, that 1 am, 


Madrid, Madam, 
Dur moſt, & e. 
B 4 To 
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To the ſame. 
LETTER IL 


MADAm, 
8 the Favour you did me in writing to 
me 


. 221 \ 
me, is not to be valu'd, and *tis impoſſible fon 


to deſerve it, you ought not to have left it off, 
tho' I may have ſeem'd to forget acknowledging it. 
The Condition I was in two Months ago, made 
me let the Poſt-man ſet out without writing to 
you; and if this was the Reaſon, as tis very like. y 
to be, why he did not bring me any of your Let- 
ters, I'll affure you my Cholick has done me no Im- 
Jury ſo great as this. Since they are ſo neceſſary, 
Pray, Madam, don't refuſe me your Aſſiſtance 3 
and fince you are ſo charitable to every Body in 
Affliction, why ſhould you not be ſo to me, who 
am tormented with ſo many forts of Miſeries ? 
Lou are yet more oblig'd to be ſo, fince my great- 
eſt, and that which I endure with moſt Impati- 
ence, is ſeeing my ſelf abſent from you. If beſides 
this Grief, I have ſome other, tis for Perſons whom 
you love no leſs than you do your ſelf. I moſt 
Juwbly befeech you to be often telling them, that 


the Paſſion I have for them, cannot be told, and 


keep ſome Place for me in their Minds; you, who 
have ſo great a Share in them, that at leaſt we 
may be together there, if we cannot any where 
elſe. As for you, Madam, I once more beg you 
mot to deſert me; the Honour of receiving Let- 
ters from you, is a Happineſs I durſt never hope 
for; but now I am us'd to it, *tis impoſſible for me 
40 live without it. Don't then deprive me 1 

after 


Ly 
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after having ſo generouſly beſtow'd it upon me; 
nor fall off at once from two Virtues which are {o 


natural to you, Liberality and Conſtancy. And 


ſince tis not in my Power to repay this Obligati- 
on, at leaſt I will with I could, and ſhall bog no- 
thing of Fortune ſo earneſtly, as that it may be in 
my Power to teſtify to you, how much more than 
| can ſpeak, I am, 


_ Fours, &c. 


Fo the ſame. 


Fd 


LETTER III b 


MavDan, , 


Othing in your Letters can be more agree 
able, than themſelves; I found in the very *» 


2 Beginning of yours, what you would not give me-- 
any Hopes of, till at the End, and you gave me 


the Satisfaction you promis'd me. elſewhere. 1 
don't think yau read what was added to it in a 


different Hand; and 'tis not to be believ'd' that 
Fou, who ſend me nothing but Gold and Jewels, 


or Words which are even more valuable than ei- 


ther of them, would ever have ſent me Abuſes. 


| 3 Net I muſt own do in ſpme Meaſure deſerve that 


which is written to me; and I am not at all gal- 
lant, ſince I had not the Courage to be ſo with you. 
*Tis a burning Shame that I ſhould ſend you fo- 
many long Letters, without inſerting a Word of + 
that Stile which one of your Friends faysisſo like 
Poetry; and tho' Im ſa many Leagues from you, 
ſhould never yet dare to tell you my- Thoughts. 
But I'd have you to know, I won't be diſhonoar'® : 
any more for you; and if you don't fee and. get 
8 53 n 
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me Satisfaction for theſe Reproaches, I am re- 
ſolv'd to write you Letters full of nothing but 
Flames, and Darts, and wounded Hearts, and to 
do ſo many Gallantries, that you ſhall repent you 
ever provok'd me. I can hardly forbear doing it 
this very Moment, and I have no other Way to 
reſtrain my ſelf from it, than by thinking of that 
excellent Perſon, of whom I have learnt to fore- 
ſee in.every Thirg the Inconveniencies that may 
ariſè from it; and the ſole Remembrance of her, 
obliges me to be reſpectful and prudent, Tou, 
Madam; who know every thing that paſſes in my 
Mind, pray be ſo kind as to tell her in what a 
Manner ſhe is init, and with how much Grate- 
kulneſs and fincere Affection I repay the Honour 
ſhe does me. I think too, being ſo good-natur'd 
as you are, you might by the ſame Means induce 
Madam de Clermont to continue to love me, and to 
put me in her Prayers. On my Part, 1 ſhall do 
all I can to make my ſelf worthy the Bleſſings ſhe 
may obtain for me; and the Deuce is in't, if a Man 
whom you preach to, and ſhe prays for, ſhould 
not be converted! But pray let her know that 1 
am more deſirous of her Affection, than her Pray- 
ers; and tho' J believe ſhe, may make me holy 
conſtant, and happy, I don't ſo much defire al 
this, as I do to be belov'd by her. Twas with the 
greateſt Joy and Satisfaction that I read what you 
tell me of the Divine Perſon before whom ] for- 
merly made my Epitaph. I can tell her, that 
even when I had two Fans at my Throat, and was 
in the Hands of my greateſt Enemies, I was not 
more to be pity'd than I am now; and that *tis 
more happy to die in her Preſence, than to live 
from her. After the extraordinary Honour ſhe 
does me, I have nothing more to wiſh for, in or- 
der to make my Glory compleat, except it were, 
that I had been ſa happy-as to have been remem- 
ber'd by the young Lady who had like to have 


been 
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been run away with at Lima, But Heaven is ab- 
ſolutely reſolv'd that her Mother ſhall never have 
her Equal in this World; and that if by Chance 


there may be ſome one as handſome, at leaſt ſhe 
ſhall never be ſo good. I think ſhe, for whom I 


made the Dryades laugh one Time, I mean Madam 
de G——, (I believe there'd be no Danger, if I 


ſhould write her Name at length.) I ſay, Lihink 


ſhe need not be fo inveterate againſt the Rebels, 


as not to do me the Honour to think of me ſome- 


times. If what is reported, be true, namely, that 


we had a Deſign to {teal her away; it had been in 


the ſame Manner as the Greeks ſtole the Image of 


Pallas from the Cuſtody of their Enemies, in a 


Belief that Happineſs and Victory would always 


attend that Side who had her. with them. But 
really knew nothing of that Deſign; ſhe herſelf 


can tell, that if I had any Deſign at all upon ber, 
'twas in an honourable Way; ànd ſhe may pleaſe : 


to remember, that my Courtſhip of her, was al- 


ways full of Reſpect and Decency. And without 


Lying, whatever Love I may have for our Affairs 
I can't help having ſome for her. Every Time 


conſider her, I reſtrain my Wiſhes, and have much - 


ado- to adhere to my Party as I ought. I have 


been more generous, to praiſe her, than ſhe ha 
been to remember; me. *Tis not eight Days ag 


ſince I repreſented her here ſo like herſelf; that 1 
got her the Love, or at leaſt the Eſteem to a high + 
Degree, of a Man who has no great Reaſon to 


wiſh well to all her Family. Fam your Servant's 


moſt humble Servant, and I aſſure him, that he 


Bas not a greater Paſſion for you, than I haye for 
him. You tell me, Madam, that there is one of 


me, and that a Pavour ſo unuſual from him, de- 


ſerves a very grateful Return 3 but you: ſhould 
have been more plain; that Fmight have been ſure 


who ou mean 5 Pray Heaven it be him I hope of 
: | % 7 1 , | TIF AS 3, 


. Your Servants who thinks of no Body ſo much as 


— 


3 
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is, twould comfort me for all my Misfortunes 3 
* may eaſily gueſs who I wiſh it may be. I don't 
now whether *twill be dangerous for you to ſpeak 
to him of me, but pray, Madam, don't let that 
hinder you from doing it. Whatever he ma 
appear outwardly, there's no need to fear him ſo 
much; he's better than he ſeems to be. I know 
thus much of him, he can't, for the Heart's Blood. 
of him, ** loving thoſe that love him. I believe, 
when I go from hence, I ſhall paſs by the Way of 
Granada; and to take the Advice, or rather to o- 
bey the Commands, that I have receiv'd, ſhall fail 
five hundred Leagues by Sea, to avoid travelling 
two hundred by Land, The Danger and Incon- 


veniency of the Voyage don't vex me ſo much as 


*twill not to paſs thzo* France. Tho' I was long ag) 


engag'd to promiſe it, I can hardly tell how to re- 


ſolve to do it. If I had my Will, I'd have taken. 
the great Road with the ſame Boldneſs and Se- 
curity as ever, and gone directly to Bourg Ia Reine, 
T fancy they that diſſwaded me from this Deſign, 
were not ſo much afraid for me, as they were a- 
fraid of me; and imagin'd that my Coming would 
be known all the Town over, and' that I ſhould 
run beadiong into all Companies publickly, But 
I had taken-a Reſolutions to be more diſcreet ; I 
ſhould have been ſatisfy'd with ſerenading three 
or four People or ſo, and away: But I muſt be 
contented to obey, and to believe that we are com- 
manded for the beſt : But this Submiſſion ought 
to be taken mighty well, for in my Opinion, tis 
both Obedience and Sacrifice together. At leaſt, 
I ought no longer tobe accus'd of being obſtinate, 
when I was not ſo upon ſuch an Occaſion as this. 
This Submiſſion, and my taking ſo much Pleaſure: 
in writing, as not ta know how to give over, are 
two notable Alterations in me. Forgive me one, 
for the Sake of the other, and be ſo good as ſome- 
times to call to Mind how heartily lam, Madam, 
; Aadrid. | Eur, & c. F. &. 
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P. S. I moſt humbly beſeech you, Madam, to 

ive me leave to anſwer a Word or two, with all 
Ss Mildneſs imaginable, to the - Perſon who at- 
tacks me in your Better. Fhave ſtudy'd a long 
while to find out who could be that litthe Man of 
whom ſuch great Things are reported, and who is 
ſet ſo much above and below me. It can't be 
Mr. Vigean, for Fam but two Fingers taller than 
him; and he is but ten times more gallant than I. 
After much Thought, I believe that this is a Fib, 
to tell you my Mind; and that *tis impoſſible there 
fhould be a Man either ſs little, or fo witty. L 


beg, Madam, you'd let me know the Truth of 
the Buſineſs. 


10 | 
Mademoiſelle de RaMBoviLtLtet..: 
LETTER Iv. 


MAp Au, 


F your other Letter was like this I have re- 

ceiv'd, the Loſs of it is no mighty Misfortune 
to me; and it were to be wiſh'd that this ſecond 
Time too J had only known that you had done 
me the Honour to write to me, without any Thing 
farther. When I firſt read what you tell me, 
namely, that you had much ado to perſwade your 
ſelt to venture your Compliments, IJ really ex- 


| q | pected ſome, and wher l went on, Fcould' find no 


other Compliments, than that you put me in Mind 
Lam little, and tell me Pm not at all witty, or 
= gallant, If theſe were all the Compliments yon 


bad to make me, Madam, there was no need of 
Naur putting: them under the Protection of the 
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valianteſt young Lady in all Frarce. Even tho' 
they had been intercepted, they could never have. 
witneſs'd againſt you for favouring the Rebels; 
and in. the Manner your Letter was written, you 
ought to have fear'd nothing but its being deliver'd 
to me. After having been ſo deſirous to hear 
from you, you take the Pains to write ſive or ſix 
Lines, wherein you blame Fortune for daripg to 
attack Things that you ſend; and all that you ſay 
as to my ſale is this, We have a Man Lore, a 
{| Font and a half ſhorter; than you, and I'll ſwear 3 
* 4 thouſand times more witty and gallant.” This 1 
is a fine comfortable Letter truly, and theſe Words ; 
are mighty likely to make me forget all my Afflic- 

tions! I believe, Madam, I have told you before 

now, you are fitter for writing a Challenge, than a 
Letter. All you have to do after this, is to add, 
that this you will maintain in the Court of Trebi- 1 
zond, and ſo ſign ALASTRAXER AA, Sinte 1 
you have ſo many wonderful Qualities, and ſo 
much Power over me, why ſhould you make ufe j 
of both theſe Advantages only to do me harm, 
and be one of the Faries who-delight in nothin 
but making Miſchief, and undoing the Good 
which others had done? When Mademoiſelle 
Paulet has written me a fine ohliging Letter, in 
which the Marchioneſs aflures me of her Friend- 
ſhip, Madam de Clermont ot her Prayers, and the 
moſt perfect Lady in the World of her Remem- 

brance; you come at laſt to knock all my Joy on 

the Head, and to undo all that they had done in Y 
my Favour. Tis a ſtrange Thing that the Pyre-, 1 
naan Mountains, which ſerve for Boundaries to b 
two large Kir gdems, ſhould not be able to defend 

me from Lou! My - Misfortunes are ſo far fromm 

appea ſing you, that you come to perſecute me at 

the fartheſt Corner of the World, and to torment 

me even more than my ill Fortune. At a Time 

when my very beſt Friends durſt not bag ar 4 

15 | r- 
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Correſpondence with me, and when”tis dangerous 
to WP to me, you paſs by all theſe, Confidera» 
tions, only to tell me that you don't think ve the 
leaſt Morſel of Wit or Gallantry in me, and that 
there's a Dwarf that you like a thouſand times 
better than you do me. Tho' I have all the Rear 
fon in the World, Madam, to ſcold at this, yet, 
not to confirm what you ſay of me, and to ſhe! 

you that I have ſome Gallantry in me, I will ll 
you, Madam, that I thought my Miſeries coul 

receive no Allevation, and yet they were aleviats 
ed the Moment I read what yau did me the Ho- 
nour to write to me. Not that they were leſs 
great than I took 'em to be; but this is to ſhew 
that nothing is impoſſible to you, and that you 
can give a Remedy even to Things which are in- 
capable of receiving any. Nevertheleſs, I can't 
but wonder that ypu could do me ſo much good 
tho” you ſay nothing to me but what is to the laſt 
Degree unkind ;' and that I ſhould be ſatisfy'd 

only with ſome of your Writing, tho' what you 
write, has nothing ſatisfactory in it. * Cha- 
racters haye not a more wonderful Effect than 
yours have; and this ſhews that you have the 


Art of giving a ſecret Virtue to Words, and a 


Power quite different from what they have of 
themſelves. That by telling me of my Faul 
you ſhould eaſe me of all my Sorrow; and that 
ſhould receive Pleaſure from hearing that you 
like another better than me, is a Miracle, I can 
never comprehend ! But I have long forborn, Ma- 
dam, to endeavoyr to aſſign any natural Cauſe to 
any 'Thing that belongs to you. I know that a 
Perſon who is full of Miracles, may now and then 
work ſome : But however great yours may be, 
the ſtrangeſt you ever perform'd, is, the givin 
Joy to one who is in the Condition I am, — 
making happy a Man who is at once poor, ba- 
niſh'd, and ſick. In this you ſhew that n 
no 
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who bas the World beneath her Feet, is herſelf 
beneath yours; and that you are able to give Sue- 


ceſs to:thoſe whom ſhe condemns to be wretched. 


And indeed, ſo I have but you on my- Side no 
matter if the, Stars are againft me.; and: tho” they 
all — * to ruin me, yet if you will undertake 
my Defence, I ſhall believe that the better Part 
of Heaven is for me. Pray, Madam, dont't aban- 
don a Man who repoſes fo much Confidence in 


you. If you will but pleaſe to defire I may be 


appy,.F'muſt be ſo; and if but in your Heart 
ou wifh--me well, I ſhall even at this Diſtance 


el the Effects of your Thoughts and Wiſhes. 
You are oblig'd to make ſome for me; for I ſwear 


all mine are for you, and my moſt earneſt ones 


are, that you may have every Thing your Beauty 
and Virtue deſerve. *Tis true, my Intereſt is con- 


cern'd even in this; for if you had all you deſerve, 


there would no longer be two Parties, nor two 


Factions in the World; all Mankind would be of 


one Mind, and all the Earth obey you. 
This is to teach you, Madam, to take care what 
ou ſay another Time, and to let you ſee that I 


ave more Wit and Gallantry than you ſay F- 


have. F vou would convince me that I have — 


let your little Man write a Letter a thouſan 


— 


times more gallant than this. Bat even tho' he 


had the Advantage of me in that, Tſhould have it 


over him in ſomething elſe which value more, 


Imean in being a thouſand times more than him 


or any Body elſe, hs 
g 


Tour, &c. 
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CO RG TIT RR 


Jo the Duke of BELLEGR ADE, 


ſending him Amadis de Gaul. 
LETTER v. 
My Lo Rp, i | 


8 | an Age wherein Hiſtory is ſ6 perplex'd, F 


thought I might ſafely ſend you Fables ; a 
divert 
your ſelf, you might afford to the Converſation- 
of Amad:s, ſome of thoſe Hours which you give to 
the Gentlemen af your Province. I hope that in 


Four Solitude, he will ſometimes agreeably divert 


you, by relating to you his Exploits, which, *till 


1 Fou ſuffer yours to be publiſh'd, will certainly be 
the greateſt in the World. But whatever Won- 


ders we read of him, it muſt. be confeſ#d-your- 
Fortune is as amazing as His; and of all the En- 
chantments which he put an End to, there is not 
one but what you could have finiſh'd, unleſs. per- 
haps it be that of the Bow of Loyal Lovers, In Ef- 
fect, my Lord, you have ſhewn to France a Rogers 
more amiable and accompliſh'd, than him of 
Greece, and of Arioſto, and without enchanted Ar- 


mour, without the Aſſiſtance either of Alquif or 


Urganaa :: In ſhort, without any other Charms than 
thoſe of your own Perſon, you have had the great- 


eſt Succeſs that could be wiſh'd for, both in War 


and Love. And if one were to confider that 


Complaiſance ſo exact, and which never left you; 


that charming Gracefulneſs by which you gain 
the Affections of all that ſee you, and that Great- 

= neſs and Steddineſs of Soul which never ſuffer'd 
. * you to go contrary to Duty, nor even to Decency; 
dis hard not to imagine that you are of the Race 


of 
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of the 4Amadiſes, And I verily believe that one 
Day the Hiſtory of your Life will be added to 
the many Books we have of theirs. You have 
2 the Ornament and Prize of three ſeveral 
ourſes; you have known how to have Kings for 
your Rivals, without having them for your Ene- 
mies, and to poſſeſs Their Favour and that of 
their Miſtreſſes at the ſame Time; and in an Age 
where Diſcretion, Ciyility, and true Gallantry 
were baniſh'd from this Court, you have taken 
them into your own. Perſon, as into an Aſilum, 
where they have been admir'd by all the World 
without being imitable by any Body, And I muſt 
confeſs, one of the chief :Reafons which induc'd 
me to ſend you this Book, was to let you ſee what 
Advantage you have even over thoſe that were, 
form'd at Pleaſure to be an Example to others, 
and how far ſhort the Invention of the [talians and 
Spaniards is of your Virtue. In the mean. while, I 
mum ee you to believe, that amongſt the ma- 
ny Affections it has gain'd you, it has inſpir'd 


none with ſo much Admiration nor real Paſſion as 


it has me; and that I am, more than I can ex- 
preſs, and with all Reſpect, 8 
q TR: }; » My Lord, 4 
| Wr, &c. 
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Mademoiſelle de RAMBOVULLLET, 


LETTER VL © 


A LL. the Means that you have taught me to 
& make my ſelf eaſy, are of no Uſe to ine 8 
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this Country; and the more reaſonable your Ad- 
vice ſeems to be, the leſs Cauſe I have to be com- 
forted, for having loſt the Pleaſure of hearing one 
who argues ſo perfectly well. Every Body here 
aſſures me that this is a very agreeable Place, and 
there is not one that belongs to my Lord's Train, 
who has not a Highneſs, or at leaſt a Princeſs, to 
converſe with. But however gallant the Court of 
Lorain may be, I am as lonely in it, as I was about 
eight, Months ago in the Journies of Ja Beauſſe 3 
and I have ſeen better Company in the Streams 
of Paris, than I have yet met with in the Dutcheſs's 
Chamber, I can't tell whether tis an Effect of 
the Spleen, which I have been tormented with 
for ſome time; but in my Opinion, there are no 
more Perſons of Converſation, befides thofe which 
I ſaw in the laſt Journey I had the Honour to go 
with you; and I could diſcourſe much more agree» 
ably with M—— than I could do with the Dutcheſs 
bf —— The Melancholy I have in my Heart 
and Eyes, makes every Face appear to me as if 
I faw it thro” the Smoke of Brinn and I can ſee 
nothing here but what ſeems frightful to me. 
Thoſe Hours which the Marquiſs calls the Hours 
of Digeſtion, laſt me from Morning till Night; 
and I am ſuch ill Company, that M. de Cbaude bonne 
is angry about it, and I can plainly ſee that he 
takes it ill: But 1 have made my Peace with him, 

by promiſing one of theſe Days to talk to him for 
two Hours together, and that J will tell him a 
Story more agreeable than that of Hellocbrut, and 
made by a Perſon more. handſome than Cbariclæn. 
You will eafily judge, Madam, that *tis that of 
Alcidalis and Zelida, which I have-promis'd him, 
for that can be ſaid of no other. As ſtupid as 
I'm grown, don't fear, that in telling it I ſhall rob 
= it of any of its Beauty; for in all my Misfortunes, 
I have ſtill preſerv'd my Memory ſound, and''T 
believe it will ſerve me faithfully when 'tis for 
you, 


| 
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2 ſince you have as much Share in it as any 
dy, and J am, more than I can expreſs, 


Madam, 
Hur, &c. 
To Mademoiſelle PA ul E r. 
LETTER VII. 


MAD A M, 6 
Here never were ſuch ſine Enchantments as 1 
yours are, and all the Magicians that ever ; 
made. Uſe of Images of Wax, never work'd ſuch * 


ſtrange Effects with them as you. That which "i 
Jou ſent me has fill'd all who have ſeen it with- 1 
Amazement, and that uchich is- much more ad. 
mirable, and which I believe no Magick can brin 2 
to paſs, it has ſtruck Madam the Marchioneſs of uti 
Rambouitkt with Love, and me with Joy; the ſame 1 
Day you went away. I can't comprehend how 
this could happen to you; but the: Eetter and 
Preſent which came from you, really made me 
forget all my Misfortunes; and I receiv'd the lit- 
tle Europa with as much: Satisfaction, as if I had 
been preſented with that which makes one of the 
three Parts of the World, and which is divided: 
into ſeveral Kingdoms. And indeed it is of more 
Value, ſince it reſembles you; and Madam the 
Marchioneſs, under that Pretence, rob'd me of it 
by Force, and ſwore by Styx ſhe ſhould not leave 
her Cloſet... Thus Europa has been run away with 
a ſecond Time, and, in my Opinion, much more 
gloriouſly than when ſhe was ſtoln away by Fupi- 
ter. Tis true, to appeaſe me, they have given me 
two 
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two Dogs, with ſuch long Snouts, that in my Mind 
they are well worth a Gentlewoman; and I don't 
know whether there is &er a one. at Paris that I 
would change them for: Indeed in the Humour I 
am now in, I ought no longer to converſe with 
:reaſonable Creatures; and in my Deſpair I wiſh 
J were in a Deſart, in the Claws of the moſt cruel 
of the Lions, I, who ſaid that ene ought to love 
nothing but Dogs. Lou, who made them gallant, 
pray make them grateful too, and let them ſome- 
times remember me, fince I honour them more 


. than any one in the World, and am, 
Mademoiſelle, 
Your, &x. 
S e Se 
To Mademoiſelle CMALAIS, 


LETTER VIII. 


MAp Ax, | hes - 
JF Did not care to put you in Danger, any more - 
I than the Marchicheſs by an you * this 
Letter; but, I believe, Perſons who have taken 
the Tincture of Gold, cannot be infecłèd. For my 
Part, I every Morning take three Grains of Anti- 
mony, and ſix of the Fiſhes Eyes, which you know 


of ; with this I may ſafely go any where. Pray 
continue to honour me with your Love; for if 


that once fails me, I ſhall take my Antimony un- 
prepared. I am, | 2 
| Madam, | 


With all my Heart, 
Tour, &6z 


To 


- 
»o< 
* 
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To the Marchioneſs de SA B LE. 
LETTER IX. 
 Mavan, feed 


have been ſenſible of fince your Abſence, It 
you confider with how, much Friendſhip and Wi 
all thoſe are written which you do me the Honour 


to ſend me; you would not doubt it; and you would 


not entertain ſuch an Opinion of my Negligence, 
If Fortune had not loſt the laſt I writ to you, *Tis 
a Loſs which you have Reaſon to be concern'd 
for, fince there was one from Mademoiſelle de 
Rambouiltet in it. She defires you to learn of Ma- 
dam de St. Amand, for whom tis directed, what 
is become of it, for ſhe is in Pain about it, becauſe 
of ſeveral Things which ſhe. tells you in it. For 
my Part, Madam, Iaffure you 1 take ſo much Plea- 
ſure in writing to you, that I don't take more in 
being idle. And my Letters are writ with ſuch a 
true Affection, that if you conſider'd well of it, 
vou would eſteem them more than hoſe. which 
you aſk of me again. Thoſe proceeded only from 
my Head, theſe proceed from my Heart ; thofe 
were a Trouble to, me, theſe eaſe me extreamly. 
Is it not true, Madam, that I ſhould have made 


you angry, if I had put any more of thoſe and theſe, 


and that you would have been ama d at the No- 
velty of the Style? I had a Thoaght ob doing it; 
to ſee what you would ſay ; but fince you wer 

abſent, I have had no Inclination for Mirth ; and 
1 ſhould have left this Place. long ago, had not 
ſome Affairs detain'd me. My Slothfulneſs was 
born under the happieſt Conſtellation in the World; 
* it 
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it always finds ſome Pretence or other for eyery 
thing that it does not care to do; and I have put 
off my Journey from Week. to Week, nor has it 
been my Fault that I ſtay'd here till now. I be- 
lieve, Madam, you won't think this ſtrange, you, 
who would {till have been here, if the Cart 
thoſe that were infected with th- Plague, had not 
frighten'd you away, But I am reſolv'd to force 
my ſelf away from Paris in ten or twelve Days, 
and I believe I ſhall have no great Trouble in it. 
At leaſt the ſtrongeſt Tie that retain'd me, was 
remov'd the Day that you ſet out.; and if any 
thing now could keep me here, "would be Madam 
and Mademoiſelle de Rambouiuet, who every Day 
tell me I ought to be gone, I can aſſure you, 
Madam, without offending againſt the Freedom 
wich which I ought to ſpeak to you, that you are 
belov'd by thoſe two Ladies as much as you can 
2 defire ; and I hear them ſpeak of you every Day 
with ſo much-Fenderneſs, that one of the chief 
Things for which I love them, is the Affection 
they bear to you. Have no more Diſtruſt there- 
fore of them than of me, and don't reckon their 
2 Friendſhip amongſt the Happineſſes which you 
might ſpate, I am very glad you have confirm'd 
the others who were not of that Nature, and that 
ou have put your Affairs in the Order you deſir'd. 
humbly thank vou for not having forgot the 
Lare of mine.” In my Neglect of tuch Things, 
it would be neceflary for me to know what I have 
to do, from one whom I dare not diſobey, and 
who adviſes and commands at the ſame Time. 
That which fade me ſo much Trouble, and de- 
tain'd me fo long, is in a better Poſture than I 
could have expected, and I believe we ſhall bring 
it to a Conclufion for a Piece of Money. But 1 
all think my ſelf well come off, if it colt me no 
more than that; and befides, Madam, I am lefs 
fond of Money than ever, ſince I am aſſur'd that 
you 
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J you have it. Let the worſt come to the worſt, 
$5 with the Secrets Thave in Chymiſtry and Phyſiek, 
12338 very well entertain me; and when you 

ave a Mind I ſhould uſher you by the Hand, tis 
but giving me the Habit of a Gentleman. You 
rightly imagin'd that 1 fhould ſtand in need of 
you ntereſt with Mademoiſelle 4d' Atichi ; and T 
1 


umbly beg you, Madam, to write to her for me. 
© | | L have ſeen her but once ſince your Departure. 
1 That, and what Monſieur Nerli may have ſaid to 
By her, will, -I hope, make her believe that you re- 
commend to her one who is not indifferent to you, 
and who is faithful enough to deſerve that Favour 
BJ of you. If ſhe believes thus, Madam, I think ſhe 
1 will judge better of this than of a great many o- 
ther Things: For *tis true, and forgive me, Ma- 
dam, if I do not tell it you with Reſpect enough, 
that I love nothing in the World ſo much as yu s 


. and that I am, with all my Heart, ; 
1 = 
Mada = 
| n 
| b Your, &, © 
| . 


7888888 888 8808888888888 
| To the ſame. Wark 
| | LETTER % 


| Mapa M, 2 x 
THE Moment I ſaw the Beginning of your 
Letter, 1 24 your Judgment; for you 

did indeed perceive a Sentiment which lay con- 
| - <ceal'd in my Heart, before I my ſelf did. For m7 
Part, I thought Iwas in mighty Haſte to be gone; 
but however glad I always am to hear from ou, 
I own when 1 ſaw Robineau, I was in a little Con- 
TIP ſternation, 
= 


N * 


ſternation, to think that Lhad then no farther Ex- 
cuſe for ſtaying here ; and I believe, I ſhould have 
been very glad to have been without that Joy for 
ſeven or eight Days longer. Yer, Madam, what- 
ever Uneaſineſs I may have, I can eaſily be com- 
forted, by the Concern you ſhew for my Intereſt ; 
and 1 am mightily pleas'd to ſee that you have 
writ more Letters for me in one Night, than you 
have done in four Years for Madam d- Loges, and 
Madam d' Aubigni. "Tis certainly the greateſt 
Proof of Affection it is 3 for me to get from 
you, eſpecially, when I confider it with the Cir- 
cumſtance you writ to me of; and 1 need not 
doubt, but you would do any thing. for the Ad- 
vancement of my Fortune, ſince you take Pains 
for it. I acknowledge this Obligation, Madam 
| with the Heart you know me to be Owner of; and 
| beſides the Satisfaction I receive in this, with re- 
gard to my ſelf, I am alſo extreamly glad to find 
that you are as generous and good a Friend as [ 
= always defir'd you ſhould be; and I ſwear, I am 
=> To cbntented with this Part of my Fortune, that I 
believe 1 ſhall negleR it in every thing elſe, and 
that I ſhall — e the Friendſhip of Queem eve- 
7 . Sure think of yours. I defire you therefore; 

adam, to be very well ſatisfy'd with what you 
XZ have done for me, without giving your ſelf any 
XZ Diſturbance about the Succeſs or Fruit your Let- 
ners will bring me; and if you writ them with an 
Intent to procure me either Profit or Honour, be 
aſſur'd they have already had the Effect you de- 
ſir'd. I ſhall not fail to deliver them with the 
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taken, I ſhall go to Flanders as I went to Vangirard; 


and in my Opinion, that one Word is worth a 


whole Letter. Tis true, Madam, had it not 


been for the Care that was taken to give me No- 


tice, I ſhould have gone with the Meſſenger of 


Bruſſels. And to tell you the Truth, I take this 
ourney ſo unwillingly, that I can't imagine why 
ſhould fear being taken up; and were it not for 

ſhould be very well contented to 
aſs the reſt of the Winter in a Chamber of the 

Baſtile, ſo it were but warm enough. The —— is 

entirely ruin'd ; M. de —— was four Months ago 

in ſtrict Friendſhip with him and Monſieur de 

Bellegarde: You may well imagine, Madam, he 

will be ne'er the better for it, nor I neither. Ma- 

demoiſelle 4' Atichi has promis'd me Wonders, and 


with as much Kindneſs as you yourſelf could have 


done : T'll aflure you, I never deſerv'd it of her, 
neither can I tell whether or no I ever ſhall. You 
may; be ſecure.of Madam de Vier, and of every 
thing elſe. I have receiv'd all your Advice, and 
I ſhall take it. Madam and Mademoiſelle de Ram- 
bouillet love you mightily. I bid you Farcweal, 
Madam, with Tears in my Eyes; and give you 
my Word, I love you as much as you deſerve, and 
more than you can imagine. 
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D Eally tis ver ungrateful in vou, not to give 
L.A your ſelf the Trouble to ſend me an Anſwer ; 


and being more idle even than I my ſelf, is too 


idle of all Conſcience. Whatever fair Excuſes I 
Ws | might 


| 4 as.” - 
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might have, for being fix Months without writing 
to you, I:could not let Robineau go, without aſſur- 
ing you, that after all, 1 ata more your humble 
Servant than ever. Tis too true, Madam, that 
you can never loſe me, be as negligent as you wills 
1 ſhould be very glad, and ſo would Mademoiſelle 
de Chalais, to ſave my ſelf from — Service; and 
there are ſome certain People here, that would 
not think it Labour loſt to ſteal, me away, but I 
tan never conſent to it; and to me, it would be as 
bad as deſtroying me, to ſave me in ſuch. a man- 
her. Madam de Rambouitet commanded me to 
tell you, that to ſupply your Want of an ingenious 
Perſon, to be in the Place of her you have loſt, 
The has ſent. you Mademoiſelle —— who, as 
good Luck would have it, had not fettled herſelf, 
She believes you will receive her as one ſhe has 
cehioſen for you, and has caus'd her to ſet out, to 
come to you, two Days ago. I ſhould not have 
writ this Raillery, if I had been commanded to 
do it z for, in ſetious Sadneſs, Madam, my Heart's 
too full of the little Regard. you have for me; 
diſcharge it of that Une $ beſeech you; for 
1 ſwear J am, vas of Dog 
Nec dem: 8 Hat ttt: . Entirely Your, 
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To the ſame, 
"LETTER X. 
MADP AM, : he ys 
F you take no Care about my Pleaſure or Re- 
poſe, at leaſt take ſome about my Fortune. 
I am now juſt upon the Point of being gone, with- 
out any farther Delay, except it be till I have 
heard from yon; I am afraid the Letters you have 
l given 
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indeed, 


There never will be any Body that I ſhall — 
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given me, vill be too old: If you ſtill. keep up 
your Intelligence in that Country, I believe it 
would do me no harm, if you gave me others, 
wherein you ſhall take Occaſion to ſpeak in my 
Favour, if you think fit: If you don't, at leaſt, you 


would do well to ſpeak for your ſelf, and by your 
Letters renew the Aſſuranees of your Fidelity and 


Service. And this, Madam, will however: be 
ſome Recommendation for me: I humbly beg 
ou would ſend them me as ſoon as poflible; for 
wait only for them to begin my Journey. 4 bid 
= farewel, Madam, with ſo much Affection and 
enderneſs, that it would be more dangerous for 


Nerli to ſee this than the other; and I ſwear, lam 


mote concern'd at going further off from you, than 
at parting with all thoſe whom Lleave here. And 
Madam, you will for ever be more con- 
ſiderable to me, than all the reſt of the World 

and if you knew how true this is, you your ſelf 
would be ſatisfy'd, you, who can never be con- 
tented, unleſs you have the ſole Poſſeſſion of all 
Hearts. I ſpeak this with the ſame Sircerity, as I 
ſhall do my laſt - Words upon my  Death-Bed : 


. 


Honour, and eſteem, ſo much as you; and I ſha 


4 always be, Madam, at all Times, and inall Places, 


DT Dur, 8c, 
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To Mademoiſelle Paul Er. : 
LETTER "NULL: 27 


MAp AM, 


1 Return you my humble and hearty Thanks, 
for not complaining of me, and I'll aflure you, 
es — — 
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you have leſs Cauſe to do it, than any Body in 


| the World. I'm-amaz'd at your ſaying, that the 


Perſons, who do me the Honour to love me, blame 
me for my Slothfulneſs, and yet are fo flothful 
themſelves, that they reproach me by Proxy. In 


the Condition I am in, it would be much better 


done, to ſend me Comfort than chide me; and 
thoſe who are in Affliction and Baniſhment, and 
who have loſt their All, have but little Heart to 
divert others. When I ſay this, I would not have 
ou think I complain of that fare. Perſon, whoſe 
Merit and want of Health, ſet her above all ſorts 
of Duty: But thoſe who write out of wantonneſs 
of Heart, and only to ſay fine Things, are not, in 
my Mind, to be excus d for omitting to do me that 
Honour. I'll aſſure you, there never was Melan- 
choly equal to mine; and, if I durſt write mourn- 
ful Letters, I could fr Things that would cleave 
your Heart. Bur, to tell you the Truth, I had” 
much rather have it remain entire; and I ſhould' 
be. afraid, -if-it'were-once in two, it would be di- 
vided in my Abſence. You ſee what Uſe I care 
make of the fine Things I hear you ſay : But pray, 
Madam, do you, to whom I am oblig'd for that 
take care to end me ſome now. and then, fince I 
know how to make fuch good Uſe of them, and 
tranſmit ſome Words to me, which I may remem- 
ber as long as I have thoſe. All thoſe which I 
have hicherto feen of yours, are ſo indifferent, that 
they have not in the leaſt taken from my Diſtur- 
bance; and I humbly beg you to ſend me ſome 
that may hate more Virtue in them, ſince you 
can give what you 7 to thoſe that belong to 
you. If you don't, I ſhall think the haſty Recon- 
ciliation, which was ſo fuddenly clapt up before 
my Departute, was falſe; and that there is no- 
thing fincere in you, but your Coldneſs and Indif- 
ference. You may judge, whether it be poſſible 
for me to live with this Imagination, and whether 
ö 3 you 
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you are not the moſt miſchievous Body in the 
World, if you put me to ſuch imminent Danger. 
| conjure you to have more Care of me; ſor you. 
are very much bound to do it, fince Lam more 
than ever, t PIROWTS's v net 


Your, &e. 
p. S. After having: writ this Better, I thought. 


there were'five or ſix Drachms of Love in it; but 
*is. ſo long ago ſince I have mention'd!it, that F 
could not forbear, and then I am ſo little, that you 
know there is no great Danger of me. | 


The Man you ſpeak of, has been dead this great 
while; it remains only to bury him, but they have 
not done it yet, through Negligence. 
| (1. 4 469 api; Fowr,' &c. 
J To Mademoiſelle de RO IE. 

„„in | Mol ian Zo = 


1 Am far from finding any Fault with xdut Pru- 


| 1138 ; Mapa, 1 
| 
| 


1 | dence, ſince it isjoyn'd with ſo much Goodneſs; 
and is not Jeſs uſed f r the Good of others, than 
for your own. I confeſs, I was ama d to find my 
I felf the firſt unhappy Wretch that you abandond ; 
F | and that you ſhould try upon me the Experiment 


[ of that 32 Virtue, which could not yet be 1 
FT compatible with your Goodneſs. - And, indeed, 
# i! fince thoſe Actions, in which there is moſt Dan- 4 
1 ger, are moſt eſteem'd, it is not reaſunable always 


0 expect ſo much Safety ia doing Good; 7d mg 
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Madam, I take to be particularly oblig'd to take 
care of the Unhappy, fince,-by a Word ſpeaking, 
you may change their Condition. Thoſe whict 
ou did me the Honour to ſend me, have produc'd 
in me all the Effect you can imagine, and I have 
fince been griev'd at nothing, but at my Inability 
to ſhew-you the Senſe I have of them. It muſt be 
own'd, Madam, when you are not miſchievous, 1 
are the moſt accompliſh'd Lady in the World; 
and the Goodneſs, which in any other is ſo amia- 
ble, is much more eſtimable in you, in whom it is 
better accompany'd, than it ever was in any other. 
I ſhould not ſo long have deferr'd returning you 
my Thanks for that 8 have been pleas d to ſhew 
me, if I had had an Opportunity to do it; and this 
Eetter I put into the Hands of Fortune, without 
being able to conceive how it can paſs through all 
the Difficulties and Flames which "hr us. Yet 
[-believe. it will be ſo happy as to eſcape, ſince 'tis 
to you that tis directed ; and you will not fail-te- 
pads it, by means of the good Fortune which you 
. attends you in all Ns I nA Matters. 
I have a great deal to fay to you that is not in» 
fignificant, which I ſhould be glad to have you 
know; but I believe you deſire I ſhowd be prudent 
as well as you,, and not write any thing that will 
admit of Explanation. Yet, tho' we are of con- 
trary Parties, I fancy I may ſay, without a Crime, 
that there is no Body, even in ours, I would fol- 
low ſo willingly, as you, and that I ſhall be all my 
Life-time, with all ReſpeR; and fincere Eſteem, - 


Tur, &c. 
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F it be true, that I have always kept the Rank, 
1 which you tell me F have held in your Memory, 
methinks you have ſhewn but an indifferent Con- 
cern for my Satisfaction, in delaying ſo long to 
impart the pleafing News to me, and in ſuffering 
me ſo long to be the happieſt of Men, without 
dreaming I was ſo. But, perhaps, you were of 
Opinion, that this very good Fortune, was ſo in- 
fAinjtely above any thing that I could in reaſon 
hope for, that it was neceflary you ſhould take 
Time to invent Arguments, which might render 
it credible, and that you had an Occaſion to em- 
ploy all the Power of Rhetorick to perſwade me, 
that you had not forgot me. And thus far, at 


leaſt, I muſt needs canfeſs, that you have been 


yery gp "that reſolving'to let me have nothing 
but Words for all the Affection you owe me, the 
Choice which you have made of them, has been 
ſo rich, and ſo beautiful, that, let me die, if Fbe- 
lieve the Thing they aſſure me of would be of 
greater Value : This, at leaſt, I'm ſure of, that 
they would ſuffice to counterballance any Friend- 
ſhip but mine. I am only diſcontented at one 
thing, and that is, that ſo much Artifice, and ſo 
much Eloquence, ſhould not be able to diſguiſe 
the Truth from me and that in this I ſhould re- 
ſemble your own Shepherdeſſes, who are too fill 


'to be beguil'd by a Man of Wit. But, indeed, 


you muſt excuſe me, if I am ſomething inclin'd ta 
ſuſpect an Art, which coupe inyent Commendati- 
5 ons 
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ons ſor a * Quartan Ague, and for Nero, and an 
Art which you have at more Command than e- 
ver Man had before you, All thoſe Graces, and 


that Air of the Court, which I ſo much admire in 


yours; convince; me rather of the Excellence of 


our Wit, than of the Goodneſs of your Will. And 


rom all the fine things which you, have ſaid in 


my Favour, all that I can conclude, even when F 


am- inclin'd to flatter myſelf, is, That Fortune has 
been pleas'd to give me a Place in your Dreams: 
Nay, I know not if the very Extravagancies of a 
Soul ſo exalted as yours, are not too ſerious, and 


too reaſonable, to ſcend ſo low as to me. And . 
ſhall eſteem myſelf. tos obligingly us d by you, if 


you have but ſo much as dream'd that you love 


me. For to imagine, that you have reſerv'd a 


Place -for- me amidſt thoſe ſublime Thoughts, 
reſent, employ d in recompencing 


which are, at 

the Virtues of alt the World, and diſtributing 
Shares of Glory to Mankind; to imagine this, 
would be extream Preſumption in me, I have too 
great an Opinion of your Underſtanding, to be- 


heve that you could be. guilty of any thing that is 
ſo much below you; and 1 ſhould be unwilling; - 


that your + Enemies ſhould have that to object ta 
Ait wand het 1 


o 
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* gSome Wits, to ſhew their Eloquence, have ta- 


ken extraordinary Subjects: One has choſen the 


Praiſe of Nero, another; that of a. Quartan Ague, 
and of Folly ; and Fureriere did nat diſdain to write 
a Letter te Jacl-Gatc b. 

 +Theophile;.and Rather Goulu, General of the Ors 
der of St. Bernard, were two of Baka:'s greateſt E- 


nemies, and thoſe that were the moſt formidable. 
Theopkile- writ a blogdy, tho' agreeable; Letter 4 
gainſt that Author 3 and Father Gaube, under the 


Name of Philartbus, writ two Volumes againſt 
him, which are almoſt'as dull as . The Roman Ci- 
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you. I am perfectly fatisfy'd; hat the only: Aﬀec- 
tion which you can have juſtly for any one, is that 
which you owe to yourſelf 5 and that Precept of 
ſtudying one's ſelf, which is a Leſſon of Humility 
to all befides you; ought to have'a contrary Effect 
in relation to you, and oblige you to conte 
whatever you find without you. And therefore 
here let me ſwear to you, That, withaut pretend- 
ing to any Share in your Affection, I ſhould have 
been very well ſatisfy d, if you had preſerv'd, with 


never ſo little Care, the Priendſfip which have 
vow'd eternally to have for you,. and that 


would have placid it, if not amongſt the Things 
which you value, at leaſt amongſt thoſe whic 
u are not forward to loſe. But, in leaving me 
ere with that lovely Rival, of whom you made 
mention of in yours, Fou have ſhewn, let me telb 
Jou, too little ſealos y; and you have ſuffer'd her 
to gain ſo much Advantage of you, that k have 
reaſon to ſuſpect, that you have conſpir'd with 
her, to do me a Miſchief. And therefore I hare 
more Reaſon than you to complain, that ſe has 


_ enrich'd herſelf by your Loſſeb, and that you have 


ſuffer'd her to get into her Power: that which Þ 
thought to have ſecur d from her Pyranny, by en- 
truſting it in your Hands. If you had been wil- 
ling to have made never fo little Defence; the 
better part of myſelf had yet been our owH but 
vou, by your Rebe ſuffer'd her to ſur- 

ire it advance her Conqueſt at ſuch a 
rate over me, that the” Tfhould ſürrender to you- 
all that remains of me, you would not have fo 


much as one Half of that Which you have loſt. 


Nevertheleſs, let me aſſure you, That you have 

ain'd in my Eſteem, as much as you have loſt in 
my Affection; and that at the very Time that T 
was beginning to love you leſs, I was forc'd: to ho- 
nour you more. I have ſeen nothing of yours fince 
your Departure which does not go beyond all that 
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you hed done before 1 And by your laſt Works 


you, have the Honour of exce ing him, who ſur- 
aſ;'d all others. It cannot therefore but appear 
3 that when you have ſo much reaſon to be 
contented, you ſhould yet be complaining 5 and 
that you yourſelf ſhould be the only great Man 
who remains diffatisfy'd with you. At preſent all 
Erance is liſtening to you, and you are indifferent 
to no Man, who has but learn'd to read. All who 
are concern'd for the Honour of their Country, are 
not more inquiſitive after what the Mareſchal 4# 
Erequi is doing, than they are after what is doing 
by you. And you are the Perſon who can make 
more Noiſe in * your Solitude, than the moſt 
happy and moſt renown'd of our Generals, at the 
Head of forty: thoufand Men. Can you wonder 
then, that with ſo much Glory, you ſhould be ob- 
noxious to Envy; and that the very ſame Judges 
with whom Scipio. was Criminal, and who con- 
demn'd Ariſtides and Socrates ſhould not unanimouſ- 
ly — — to your Deſer: ? b People can 
ead Preſcription” ating the very Qualities 
which they admire in any one. Every Thing aiich f 
tranſcends em, they think affronts em: and they: * 
can better bear with a common Vice, than an e 
tracrdinary- Virtue: 89 thar if + that Law was in 
Force amongſt us, of baniſhing the moſt Pro” 


. — * * 
G 1 * n "Sa di. a. 


By this Word Sa/itude, he means. the Village 
call'd Bakac. ”"Fis a little Place near Anzowleſme, 
where M. de Balzac was retir'd to ſtudy at Qulet. 
He himſelf calls it, ſometimes, his So/:tnde; and 
ſometimes his Hermitage. Nis Friend Mainard cally 
kim the Hermit of Charente. . 

+ Heretofore in Greece, the Cities, where the 
People rul'd;. often baniſh'd thoſe that were moſt 


rich, who had moſt Credit, or wete moſt powers 


ful in Friends 3 and this ſort of Exile was call d, 


raciſm 
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for Authority or Reputation, I make no doubt, 
but that you would ſtand the Mark of the publick 
Envy: And I believe ev'n + the Cardinal would 
not run greater Hazard. But, for God's ſake, 
have a care of calling that your Misfortune, which 
is but that of the Age: And complain no more of 
the Injuſtice of Men, fince all, who have Worth, 
are of your Side; and that amongſt them you have 
found a Friend, whom yet, perhaps you may loſe 
once more; at leaſt, I ſhall do my utmoſt to put 
you into a Condition of doing ſo. For every Man's 
arling Vanity, at preſent, is to be accounted yours. 
For my own part, I have always in ſo publick a 
manner Pprofets'd my ſelf fo, that if, thro' ill For- 
rune, 1 ſhould not be able to love you ſo much as. 
I have done, an here let me fivear to you, that- 
you ſhall be the only Man to whom 1 will dare to 
declare it; and that I will always own myſelf to 
the reft of the World, to be as much as ever, 


| 1 e Tours, &c. 
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| 1 + He means Cardinal Richliew, a Miniſter af 


State, the greateſt and moſt fortunate, the moſt. 
fear'd and moſt hated, that perhaps ever was. He 
dy'd in 4643, five Months before Louis XIII. 
UTTER eee 
To oe og of RAMBOUILLET, 
Embaſſador at the Curt Spain, 
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| j Could never have believ'd it poſſible, that I 

ſhould give you any Reaſon to complain of me, 
or that ever Libele ſhould be written againſt my, 


_ 
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in Madrid. And to deal fincerely with you,” T 
ſhould not eaſily have been appeas'd for the one: 

or the other, it, when Freceiv'd* that unhappy: 

News, I had not, at the ſame Time, met with an* - 
| Account of your Welfare; and the great Reputa- 
i tion you daily gain 2 38 5 Sort of Men, who, 
before they ſaw you, could not admire any thing 
but themſelves. But fince I number all your Hap 
paineſſes amongſt my own, T mult think it abſo- 
XZ lately unlawful for me to be melancholy at a Time 

when all Europe ſpeaks ſo ad vantagioufly of you: 

Nor can I do leſs than rejoyce as often as I hear it 

> Laid here, that you have taught the Spaniards Hu- 
mility, and that they honour you as much as if 
you were of the Blood of the Guzman, or that of 
the Mendza's. You may therefore conclude, my 
Tord, A Soul is more tender than you make 
itt; and that J have this at leaſt common with all 
the Virtuous, that I concern my ſelf in whatever: 
good Fortune * 9 to you. Tis true, I had” 
once reſolv d with myſelf to ſmother this Senti - 
ment, fo as not to communicate it even to vou: 
For amid thoſe great Affairs, 'whereof you have 
now your Hands full, I thought it a Breach of 
Publick Peace, to occaſion the leaft Diverſion of 
our 1 by any unnecefliry Addreſs; and 
aw much Liberty ſoever you might have given 
me to do it, yet ſhould I not have had Confidence 
enough to make Uſe of it, if L had not another ex- 
traordinary Adventure to acquaint you with. ' Be 
pleas'd then to know, that upon Sunday the 2xft'of” 
the laſt Month, about Twelve at Night, the King 
and the Queen Mother, having aſſembled the 
whole Court at one End of the 1 Hall, in the 
Lowvre, where nothing appear d before, a great 
Brightneſs broke forth on a ſuddain, and imme- 
diately there appear'd, amidſt an infinite Number 
of Lights, a Company of Ladies, cover'd all over. 
with Gold and precious Stones, and appear'd as if 


they 
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they were newly deſcended from Heaven: But 
there was one amongſt the reſt, ſo eaſily obſerva» 
ble; as if ſhe had been all alone; and I verily be- 
eve that human Eyes never ſaw any thing ſo ex- 
cellent. She was the very ſame, my Lord, that 
upon another Occafion, had been ſo much admir'd 
under the Name, and in the Habit of Pyramus, and 
that had another Time appear'd among the Rocks 
of Rambeuilet, with the Bow and Countenance of 
Diana, But imagine not, that you can repreſent 
to yourſelf above half her Beauty, if you meaſure 
it only by what you have ſeen; and know, that 
this Night the Fairies had ſhed on her thoſe ſe- 
cret Advantages of Beauty, which make the Dif- 
ference between Women and Goddeſſes : For e- 
ven, when ſhe had maſk'd herſelf; with the reſt, 
in order to the Ball which they were to preſent, 
and conſequently had loſt the Advantage her Face 
gave her over em, the Majeſty of her Stature and 
Carriage, render'd her as remarkable. as before ; 
and wi itherſoever ſhe. went, ſhe drew along with 
her the Eyes. and Hearts. of all Beholters, inſo- 
much, that eren the Error I was in, in bes: 
heving ſhe could not dange excellently well : I row. 
onfe $5 . WI th a great deal of Shame, it was only 
e that could. And this very Judgment was ſo. 
generally given by all preſent, that thoſe that can't 
endure to hear her Praiſes, muſt certainly baniſh- 
themſelves from the Court. 'Fhijs, my Lord, ac- 
quaints you, that while you receive great Honours! 
where you are,.you-miſs greater Enjoy ments here; 
and that Fortune, how nobly ſoever {tie may em- 
ploy you elſe where, does you no ſmall Injury, 
whenever ſhe takes you from your oun Houfe. For, 
in fine, now that you have paſs'd the Pyreneas 
Mountains, if you ſhould paſs that Sea which ſe- 
Parates #1 ope and, Africa, and proceeding farther, 
would viſit that other Side of the World, .which- 
Nature ſ:cms to have diſpos'dat a great Piſtance, 
W315 n= ; | Pur» 
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urpoſcly for the greater Safety of her Wealth and 
| Freafurs, you ſhould not find any thing there ſo 
rare or entertaining, a#what you have left behind 
you; and, indeed, all other Parts of the Univerſe: 
cannot. afford you what may equal that which you. 
have left at Paris; This makes me believe your 
Abſence will not be long; and that as ſoon as his 
Majeſty's Affairs ſhall giv 62 Leave, you will. 
return hither, to enjoy that ee which none 
but you yourſelf can be worthy of. But, my Lord, 
Fam not ſatisfy'd, whether we are not over-confi- 
dent of a Nation that has made ſo great Uſurpa- 
tions upon us, to have truſted you in their P 
and accordingly fear the Squirt will be as loth 
ta part with you, as Ia Valteline. Thie Fear certain - 
by would put me into a far greater Diforder, wers 

not confident, that thoſe of the cil of Spain, 
have not, ſince you came into the Country, been 
Maſters of their own Reſolutions 3 and that you 
have made too. many humble Servants, there, to. 
ſtand in Ne We may then 
hope, as oon as the Sun, which ſcorches Men, and 
dmes-up Rivers, ſhall:begin to re-afume his Heat. 
you will return, higher and overtake the Spring, 


.- 


which you had already paſs d over there; and A» 
ther Violets, after you have ſcen the Fall of Roſes. 
For my on part, Lexpect this Seaſon with very 
much Impatience; not ſo much, becauſe it fur- 

niſties us with Flowers and ſine Weather, as that i 
brin your Return; and I promiſe ou, 1 Ma 
not think it pleaſant, if it comes without you. - 


m of: the-Opinign,. n believe what 1 
y: 3 for bam confident you'll allow me to be {q 
good, as that I ſhould paſſionately wiſh:that Hap- 
pineſs wherein ſo many are concern'd; beſidesthat, 
you know how particularly "Sad 
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To Madam Ds SAikror, ſent with 
the Orlando Furioſo of Arioſto. = 


e into French by du W, 
* E ＋ T E K NV. 


"MAS an 


"His is the fneſt of bY Omen 1 
and Aecduir d leſs Glory when he ſingly 
Sede "Charlemain's' Ctown, and wreſted t 
Scepters from many Royal Hands, than he abs 
ei from the Honour of. kifflag yours.- Phe 
Title of Font, by which he has? hitherto wan= 
der'd about the Warld, ought not to diſcourage 
you from granting him this Favour, or make you 
appr prehend his Acquaintance z for.] am con nt 
at he will grow very civil as ſoon as he ap- 
proaches you, and the very fitſt fight of you, will 
make him forget Auge. Ar leaf, 1 3 by 
Experience, That” you have already done greater 
Miracles, and that you have — cur d wirly 
a ſingle Sykable, a more dangerous Madneſs than 
his. indeed, it would exceed all that Arioſto could 
ncy,. if he did not acknowledge the apparent 


Advantage which you have over his Miſtreſi, and 


if he did not ' confeſs that ſhe, were: ſhe ſer near 
you, would have more Occafion than ever ſhe had 

to ffie for Aſſiſtance to the Force of her — 
Ring. 'That Beauty, which of all the Champions | 
of the World; found not one that was Proof againft 
her, who never yet ſtruck the Eyes of any Mang 
but at the fame "Time ſhe pierc'd his very Heart 


and Soul, and who fir'd as many Parts: of: the 
World, as the Sun himſelf eniightens, was wal 
roug 


mag 
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rough Draught of the Wonders which we admire 
in you. Nor were all the meſt glittering. Colours 
of Poetry able to repreſent her ſo charming as 
Nature has painted you. The very Flights of 
Poetick* Fancies have been unable | to reach ſach- 
Excellences And indeed, the extravagant Apart- 
ments of Cryſtal, and Palaces glittering with Gold 
and with Dfamonds, were a great deal more eaſily 
fancy'd, than ſuch Parts of Beauty ab we behold 
in you; and all the Enchantments of 3 
Knights, Enchantments which appear fo incredf- 
ble to you, are not half ſo hard to be believ'd as 
yours. To captivate with a Glance the moſt ob- 
ſtinate Minds, and the moſt averſe from Slavery, 
to kindle in them Love, which is obedient to Rea» 
ſon, and a Stranger to Deſire and Hope, to raviſh. 
with-Exceſs of Pfeaſure and Glory the very Souls 
from - whom at the ſame Time you take Repoſe 
and Liberty, and to contrive that they ſhould. be 
8 pleay'd with you, who. deſpair of being 
oblig'd by yu, theſe are more improbable unac- 
countable Wonders than. flying Chariots and fiery 
Dragons, and all the Adventures related in Ro- 
mantick Legends. I ſhould make a Book more 
voluminous than that which I ſend you, if I ſhould. 
go on with this Subject. But, Madam, this Cham-- 

ion, who has been us'd to give Place to no Ma 
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Man, 
gins to murmur at my having convers'd ſo long 
with you, and is now advancing to entertain you - 
with the Story of his Paſſion. This is a'Pavour- 
which I have been often refus'd by you. Yer J. 
can endure, without being jealous, to ſee Orlando 
more fortunate, ſince he has promis d me, by Way 
of Requital; to preſent you with this from me, 
and to oblige you to- read it before you do any: 
Thing elſe; which Enterprize requir'd a no-leſs 
2 daring Courage than his, and yet the Event is but 
very uncertain, And yet methinks it ſhould be 
but reaſonable, ſince I'oblige him with an Oppor- 
"wo tunity 
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tunity of making his Paſſion known to you; that 
he ſhould acquaint your with mine, and that a- 
mongſt ſo many Fables, he ſhould mingle ſome: 
Truths. Iiam. very ſenſible that you are ſeldom- 
in a Humour to hear them: But fince you can 
never be touch'd by them, and they are too in- 
confiderable to oblige you to have any feeling 
of them, you may be told, without any Danger, 
that I eſtzem- you alone above all' the reſt of the 
World; and that I ſhould be more proud to obcy; 


you, than to command that, I amy 
| 1 51 Madam, c. 
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To the Marchioneſs f RAM BVO VII- 

LET, in the Name of Callot, an ex- ( 
cellent Engraver, at the' ſame Time | 
that the. Author ſeut ber a Book off | 


, Hguret from Nancy. 
LETTER x. 


Man Au, e e e his ee 
F all the various Fancies which my Mind 

has produc d, the moſt reaſonable that I 
have bad, is that of preſenting this Book to you; 
to you, Madam, who principally excel in that 
Faculty of Soul, which makes great Painters, 
Garvers, and Architects, and which is defended | 
by your Example, againſt the old Aceuſation, that 
it never appears in an eminent Degree join'd with 
a perfect Judgment. For beſides that Light of 
your Underſtanding, which makes Things appear 
to you as they are, you have an Imagination in- 
comparably ſkilful in diſcerning their 1 
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And as there is not a Perſon alive, who has more: 
Intereſt than you, that perfect Things ſhould be 
valu'd, there is not one who can be thought to. 
commend them with more Addreſs-than yourſelf. 
It is but a moderate Commendation: to tell you, 
that you are {kill'd in them, when at the ſame: 
Time I might truly affirm, that you can produce 
them, whenever you pleaſe, in Perfection. Nay, 
it has frequently. happen'd, that by Way of Di- 
verſion, you have conceiv'd Defigns which Michae 
Angelo need not have blufſf d to own. And beſides, 
we ma juſtly boaſt, that you; have . 


World. Wich a Maſter- piece, which ee alt” 
that Grecee and [taly. ever produc!d- of 
and which might eclipſe the Glory of the Minerva 


eautiful,. 


af Phidias. Madam, it would be ſuperflaous to 
tell you, that L;ſpeak of your Davghier, in whom: 


alone we may juſtly affirm, that you have wrought: 


divers Wonders; but a bolder. Hand than mine ig 


requir'd, to paint the Beauties which are to be 


found in you both. That would be a Taſk for 
which Volumes would be tov little, the“ I under- 
took it, who have the Skill to employ whole Ar- 


mies in one ſingle Sheet, and to ſhew Seas and: 


Mountaias in it their full Proportion. I muſt be 


contented then to tell you, with à great deal of 


Reſpect, and with a-great deal of Truth, that I. 
it 185 1704 Madam, 


ever I was; and that in a 


* 
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F to Ma demoiſell e DE RAMBOUILLE T. 
ng ane EF N 


MA DAM, 


* 


ave' been extremely troubled, yet have not 
beer unmindful of the Commands you laid upon 
me. As I. paſt by. Eppernaj, I went, by your Or- 
der, to vifit the Mareſchal e e was ſo 
mightily charm'd with the Magnificence of his 


Monument, that conſidering the Condition I was 


in, and finding my ſelf upon the Spot, I was very 


KERRI ERNIE IEEE 


Cee I have had the Happineſs to ſee. you, F 


| 


) 
1 


1 % * 


deſirous to lie cloſe by him. But this was a little 


boggled at, ' becauſe it was perceiv'd I had too 
muck 


Warmth abeut me; Þreſdlv!d therefore: to 


cauſe my Body to be tranſported to. Namy, whis 
ther at laſt it isarriv'd; but ſo harraſs'd, and out 


of Order, that there are many at Reſt in their 


Graves, that had leſs need of reſt. I have lain 
ſtill eight Days to no Purpoſe-; for the more I reſt; 
the · wearer I am.. Beſides, there is ſo great a 
Difference between the fifteen Days wherein I had 
the Honour to be with you, and the fifteen laſh 


paſt, that I wonder how I can ſuffer it; and me- 


thinks, Monſieur Margone, who is a School- maſter 


here, and my ſelf, are the two moſt deplorable 


Examples of the Uncertainty of Fortune that ever 
were ſeen. I am troubled with certain Obſtructi- 


ons and Weakneſſes, whieh gixe me not one Day's- 
Intermiffion, there being no ſuch Thing here, as 


icon; and I I am ficker than e- 


no Remedy. $6 that, Madam, I much fear Nancy 
may prove as fatal to me, as to the Duke of Bar- 


gundy 3 


ace where I can find 


6 


gain ; and. therefore have :cſcap'd Death 
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gundy; and that after I have run through great 
Hazards, and oppos'd powerful Enemies, as he 
had done, it is decreed I ſhall end my Days here. 
But I will hold out as well as I can; for I aſſure 
pp I never am ſo much in Fear of Death, as when 
1 think I ſhall not have the Honour to' ſee you Hr 
y. the 
ands of one of the moſt beautiful in the Univerſe, 
and neglect many Opportunities to die in your 
Preſence; it would grieve me very much to come 
and lay my Bones three hundred Miles from you, 
and to think one Day, when I ſhould rife again, 
that I ſhould have the Diſſatisfaction of finding 
my ſelf once more in Lorain. I am, | 


Damen e 


CIINCINCICICITISICHDIS CI e 


To the ſame, in the Name of . Guſtavus 
Adolphus, King of Sweden. 
4. ETER N 
Ehold the * Lyon of the North, and that Con- 
D queror whoſe Name has made ſo much Noiſe 
in the World, who comes to lay his German Tro- 
hies at your Feet ; and who, after having de- 


cated 77, and overthrown the Fortune of Spain, 
| | an 


_ — = — — —— — 
* So he calls Gaſſavus, becauſe he was really va- 
11 Kings of Sueden bear Lyons in their 
+ Tally, one of the greateſt Gaptaine of the Age, 
General of the Emperor's Troops, and of the Duke 


of Bavaria's,, beaten twice by Guſtauus  Adolpbus, 
wounded in the firſt Battle, and having the ſame 
Misfortune in the ſecond; he was carry d to. Ingel- 
fat, where he dy'd of a Wound in his Thigh. 
Vide Loccepigs's| Hi ſtorie de Sueded |, 
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and the Imperial Forces, comes with all his Pride to 
ſubmit to yours: Amongſt the Shouts of Joy, and 
the Songs of Triumph, which I have heard for ſo 
many Days, nothing has ſounded ſo agreeably to 
me, as the Aſſurance they give me, that I have 
your good Wiſhes; upon that Information, I have 
alter'd all my ProjeRts-5 and that Ambition has 
Nopt-at you, which before graſp'd at the Univerſe. 
This is not ſo much to have retrench'd, as to have 
enlarg'd my Deſigns. For the World itſelf has ite 
Bovwunds:; and the Deſire of becoming the Maſter 
9 of it, has fallen upon other Minds. But the Under. 
n Nanding which we admire in you, that Under- 
1 #tanding which nothing can confine, and which no 
other can comprehend, that Greatneſs of Mind 
| by which you are rais'd ſo far above Crowns and 
| | .Sceprers, and thoſe Graces which cauſe you to cap · 
| :tivate all Mens Souls, are infinite Pofleflions, t 


| which no one but I has ever dar'd fo aſpire ; an 
'F they who have-coveted ſeveral Worlds, have in 
1 doing it, form'd more temperate Wiſhes than mine, 
19 | Should they ſucceed, and ſhould Fortune, which 
5. makes me victorious my where, ſecond my At- 
| — __ «tempt upon you, 1 ſhouldhave little Reaſon to en- 
| vy the Conqueſts of Alexantler ;.and I ſhould believe 
| 1 that they who controul'd the Univerſe, werenever | 
3 in Poſſeſſion of ſo fair an Empire as mine. Madam, 
lll | I have abundantly more to {ay to you, but Iam a- 
| (1 bout to x engage the Imperial Army, and to take 
1 | berg ſix Hours afterwards. Lam 
| | Tour moſt paſſionate Servant, Guſtavus Ad one. 


* a 4 


Ui "+ Guſtavus Adolphus fought the Emperor's Army 3 
ll | Bartels and in the 24, which"wad that of Lutxen, he 
__ loft his Life, being, at the Beginning, ſhot in the 

left Arm; after which, as they were carrying him 
out of the Fight, he fell among a Body of the Ene- 
mies, of whom he receiv'd two Wounds of a Mus- 
ket, one in his Head, and t'other in his Body, and 
— 4 dy'd gloriouſly, ſinde he triumph'd in his Death- This 
0 happen'd in 1632. See Loccenius's Hiſtoire de Suede. 


— — 


— 
9 


— 


= 8 ON aas 846 


Arge 


| 


Monſieur Vortuns's Letters. 47 
Lo Mademoiſelle DER BovxB0Nes 


| LETTER XXI. 


MApAM, 


LST File in the Afternoan 1 was toſt d 18 
La Blanket, becauſe I had not made you laugh 
in the Time that.was given me: Madam de Ram- 


bouiliet pronounc'd the Sentence, at the Requeſt of 


ker Daughter, and Mademoiſelle Paulet, 'Th 
had deferr'd the Execution to the Return of th 
Princeſs, and yourſelt.; but they bethought chem- 
ſelves afterwards, not to delay it ang longer, ant 
that it was very . pi to put off Puniſhment 
to a Time which ought to be wholly devoted to 
Pleaſure. Twas in vain to cry out, and make Re- 
ſiſtance; the Blanket was brought, and four of the 
luſticſt Fellows they could get, were pick'd out 
for this Service. I may venture to affirm to you; 
Madam, that no Man was ever yet in ſo exalted 
a Condition as I was, and I did not believe that 
Fortune would ever have raid me fo hiph ; at 
every Toſs they threw me out of Sight, and ſent 
me higher than a ſoaring Eagle, I ſaw the Moun- 
tains crouching far below me, the Winds and 


| Clouds travel beneath my Feet, diſcover'd Coun- 


tries that I ne'er bad 'ſcen, and Seas T'ne'er had 
thought of. There can be nothing more divert- 
ing, than to ſee ſo many Things all at once, and 
to diſcover half the Globe at one View. But l aſ- 
ſure you, Madam, all this cannot be ſeen without 
dome Diſturbance, when one is in the Air, and 
certain of falling down again, That which frighten'd 
me the moſt, was, that when I was very high, 
looking downwards, the Blanket appear d 1 _— 

| that 
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that I thought it impoſſible to fall into it, and that 
J confeſs was ſome Trouble to me. But among 
To many different Objects, which at the ſame Time 
ſtruck my Sight, there was one which for ſome 
Moments took away my Fear, and touch't me 
with real Pleaſure: It is this, Madam ; being de- 
:Firous to look. towards Piedmont, . to:ſee what paſs d 
there, ſaw you at Lyons, as you croſs'd the Saane; 
at leaſt, I ſaw a great Light upon the Water, and ; 
abundance of Rays about the moſt charming Face 
in the World. I could not well diſcern who was 
with you, becauſe at that Time my Head was 
lowermoſt ; and I believe you did not ſee me, for 
you look 'd another Way. I made Signs to you as 


well as I could ; but as you began to look up, I fell 


down again, and one of the Tops of the Mountain 
Tarara hinder'd you from ſeeing me. As ſoon as 
I came down, I told them, that I had ſeen you; 
and, as I was. going to tell them how you did, they 
all fell a laughing, as if 'twere a Thing impoſſible, 
and immediately hegan to make me leap higher 
than before. There happen'd to me a very ſtrange 
Accident, which will ſeem incredible to thoſe who 
haye not ſeen it. One Time, when they had toſs d 
me to a-very great Height, in coming down, I 
found my ſelf in a Cloud, which being very thick, 
and I extreamly Light, I was a great while in- 
tangled in it, before I could fall down again; fo 
that they ſtay'd a long Time below ſpreading the 


Blanket, and looking up without being able to 


imagine what was-become-of me. By good Luck 
there was no Wind Hirting ; for if there had, the 
Cloud in marching would have carry'd me on one 


Side or t'other, and ſo I muſt have inevitably fal- 
len to the Ground, which could not have happen'd 
without hurting me very much. But a more qan- 

erous Accident ſucceeded this; the laſt time 
they threw me into the Air, I found my ſelf a- 
mongſt a Flock of Cranes, who at frſt were migh- 
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tily ſurpriz'd to ſee me ſo high; but when the 
came near me, they took me for a Pigmy, wit 
whom you know, Madam, they have perpetual 
War, and thought I came to them as a "py into 
the middle Region ; immediately they fell upon 
me with great Strokes of their Beaks, and with 
ſuch Violence, that I imagin'd my ſelf {truck with 
a hundred Daggers. And one of them that had 
taken me by the Leg, purſu'd me ſo furlouſly, 
that ſhe did not leave me*till- was in the Blanket. 
This made my Tormenters afraid to ſend me back 
to the Mercy of my Enemies, who were now got 
together in great Numbers, and hover'd in the 
Air, expecting me again. At laſt they carry'd me 
Home again in the ſame Blanket, but ſo diſpirited 
as never was Man. To tell you the Truth, this 
Exerciſe is a little too violent for one of my ten- 
der Conſtitution. I leave it to you, Madam, to 
judge how-cruelly I have been dealt with, and for 
ow many Reaſons you are oblig'd to condemn 
this Action; and to deal plainly with you, you 
that are born with ſo many commanding Quali- 
ties, ſhould think it of the higheſt Conſequence to 
begin betimes to hate Injuſtice, and to take thoſe 
that are 'oppreſs'd, into your Protection: I be- 
ſeech you then, Madam, in the firſt Place, to de- 
clare this an Outrage you by no Means approve 
and, for Reparation of my Honour and my Strength, 
to order a great Canopy of Gauſe to be ſet up for 
me in the blue Chamber of the Palace of Ran- 
bouillet, where I ſhall be waited on, and magnifi» 
cently entertain'd for a whole Week by the two 
Ladies who were the Cauſe of this Misfortune z 
that at one Corner of the Room they ſhall he 
continually making Sweet-meats ; one of them 
ſhall blow the Fire, and t'other ſhall do nothing 
Elſe but put Syrup upon Plates to:cool, and bring 
it me as often as | Occaſion; Thus, Madam, 


you will do a Deed of J * worthy of dosen 
Od | an 
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and beautiful a Princeſs, and: I ſhall be oblig'd to 
be with the utmoſt Sincerity and Reſpect, 


Yours, &c. 
I EE Indo EI LI i Boks 
To my Lord Cardinal De la VAIETTE. 
„LETTER XXIL 

Mr Lok p, 8. 
1 Am ſatisfy'd, that you old Cardinals take more 

Authority upon you, than thoſe of the laſt Pro- 
motion; becauſe having written many Letters to 
you, without receiving one from you, yet you com- 
plajn of my Neglect. In the mean Time, ſeeing 

many well-bred Men, who aſſure me, that you 
do me too much Honour to think of me at all, 
and that Tam bound to write to you, and to give 
my Acknowledgments, I am reſolv'd to take their 
Counſel, and to paſs over all Sorts of Difficulties 
and Confiderations of my own. Intereſt. This then 
will give you to underſtand, that ſix Days after 
the Eclipſe, and a Fortnight after my :Deceaſe; 
Madam the © Princeſs, Mademoiſelle de Bourbon, 
Madam d Vigean, Madam Aubry, Mademoiſelle 
de Ramboui det, Mademoiſelle Paulet, Monſieur de 
Chaudebonne, and my ſelf, left Paris about Six in 
the Evening, and went to La Barre, where Madam 
d Vigean was to give a Collation to the Princeſs, 
In our Way thither, we found nothing worth our 
Obſervation, but only that at Ormeſſon, an Englißʒ 
Ma ſtiff came up to the Boot of the Coach to make 
his Compliment to me. Be pleas'd to take this a- 
long with you, my Lord, that as often as I expreſs 
myſelf in the plural Number, as for Example, 
We went, we found, or we beheld, tis always to 
Bice L : 
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be underſtood, chat! ſpeak in the Quality of a 


Cardinal. From thence we happily arriy'd at La 


Bar, and enter'd a Hall, wbere we trod upon 
ing but R and Orange flowers. Rom 
nothing Princeſs, after ſhe had fuchcientiy ad mir' 
this Magnificence, had a Mind to ſee the Walks 
before Supper: The Sun was then juſt fitting in 
a Cloud of Gold. and Azure, and gave us no larger 
3 Share of his Beams, than to ſupply a ſoft and 
pleaſing Light : The Air was not difturb'd either 
with Wind or Hear ; and it Ley 'd that Heave 
nd Earth were eooſpiring e Madam dy Vigean, 
in her treating the faireſt Princeſs upon Earth. 
After ſhe had aſs'd through a great Parterre, 
and Gardens full of Orange-trees;” ſhe arriv'd at 
the Entrance of an — Wood, ſo thick and 
ſhady Fe We conclude s Aten dur wa 
Day o ir Ribs Mer d itz till now that .. 
he S ade w. At the End 
of an Alley 175 carey oy the. 8 0 5 out of 5 
aner we found da 5 ntain, which alone caſt 
2 enter Quantity of ater, than all thoſe of 7 | 
Violin, » ; about it were plac'd four and twen- 
which had much ado ta makę them- 
ard, for the rumbling of the Stream 
ee Then we were got.near enough, we dif- 
8 in a certain Nich, within a 1 2 
Diana of about eleyen or twelve I ears e an 
fairer than os oreſts of Greece 175 7 1575 ha 
. She bore her R h an 
EY k ang was. encompals 


rrows Y her 
h all the Clones 


Brother, In another Nich far diſtant, 
Wa "apache ym ur an 11 0 ay E to 
paſs for one of Sh rain; N are not 


Nee to believe Fables, too 18 . nd 
elles de Bourbon and la Priande ; and, to confels.the 
Truth, they reſembled them exactly. All the 

mpany was in a profound Silence, admiring ſo 
many different Object, which at once e 
1 2 their 
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their 1 0 


yes and Ears, when on a ſudden the God- 
deſs leap'd down from, her Nich, and with a 
Grace, impoſſible to be deſcrib'd, began a Ball, 
which laſted for ſome Time about the Fountain. 


*T'was ſomewhat ſtrange, my Lord, that in the 


midſt of ſo many Pleaſures,” which were ſufficient 
to engage the whole Attention of their Spirits 
who enjoy'd them, yet we could, not ſorbear to 
think of you; and it was generally concluded, that 
ſomething was wanting to our Happineſs, ſince 
nei ther you, nor Madam de Rambouillet were pre- 
ſent. Then 1 took up a Harp, and ſung this 
en ee 

Pues quiſo mi ſuerte dura, 

Que faltando mi ſennor 

ambien faltaſſe mi Dama. 


-#nd contimbd the reſt of the Song ſo very melo- 


diouſly, and with ſuch an Air of Sadneſs, that 
there was not one of the Company, but the Tears 
came into thelt en they wept abundantly: 
Their Sorrow, had endur'd much longer, had not 
the Violins ſtruck up a Sarabrand, with great 
Speed and, Preſence 'of Mind ; upon which the 

mpany got __ their Feet, with as much 
Gayety,.as.if nothing in the World had happer'd, 
and fell into the Dance, thus leaping, capering, 
turning round, and hopping,” we return'd to the 
Houſe, where we found a Table ready ſpread, and 
ſerv'd as if it had been ſerv'd'by Fairies. This, 
my Lord, is one Paſſage. of the Adventure, which 
is ſo ſtupendious, that no Words are capable of 
expreſſing, it ; for there are neither Colours of 
Speech, nor Figures in the Art of Rhetorick, which 
can deicribe Ar ſeveral Sorts of Potages, which 


were at once preſented to the Sight. And what 
was particularly remarkable, that there being 
none but Goddeſſes, and two Demi - Gods at the 
Table, (viz.) Monſieur Chaudebonne and I, yet every 
a . 5 4 One 
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one eat as heartily, and with as good Appetites, 
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as if we had been neither more nor leſs than plain 
Mortals. And, to. confeſs. the Truth, a better 
Treat could not have been” provided. Amon 

other Things, there were twelve Diſhes, beſides 
other Eatables in Diſguiſe, which were never ſeen 
before on any human Table, and whoſe very 
Names have never been ſo much as mention'd in 
any Hiſtory. This Circumſtance, my Lord, by 
ſome x tf. ee has been related to Ma- 
dam la Mareſchalle. ; and, though immediate- 
ly upon it, ſhe took twelve Drams of Opium be- 
yond her ordinary Noſe, yet ſhe has never been 
able to cloſe. her Eyes from that fatal Moment. 
During the firſt Courſe, there was not ſo much as 
one fingle Cup went round to. your Health ; the 
Company was ſo intent upon the preſent Affair, 
and at the Neſert, we quite forgot it. I beg your 
Permiſſion, my Lord, to relate all Things as they 
paſt d. like a Halchlul Hiſtorian as I am, and with- 
out Flattery; for I would not for the World, that 
Pofterity ſhould miſtake one Thing for another; and 
that at the End of two thouſand Years hence, or 
thereabouts, Poſterity ſhould imagine your Health 
was drank, when really there was no ſuch Thing in 
Nature. Let I muſt. give this Teſtimony to Truth, 
that it was not for want of Memory; for, during all 
Supper-time, you were often mention'd ; all the 
Ladies wiſh'd you there, and ſome of them very 
heartily, or I am much miſtaken, As we roſs 
from 'Table, the Sound of the Violins ſummon'd 
us up Stairs, where we found a Chamber fo plo- 
riouſly lighted. up, that it look'd as if the Day, 
which was now below the Earth, had retir'd hi- 
ther, and. was aſſembled in one Body of Light. 
Here the Ball began again in better Order, and 
with more Grace than it had been danc'd about 
the Fountain; and the moſt magnificent Part of 
it, my Lord, was, that I footed it there in Perſon. 
laeoiny - 03. $37 4 Made- 
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Mademoiſelle de Bourbon, I muſt | confeſs, way of 
Opinion, that I danc'd aukwardly; but fie con- 
cluded, to my Advantage, that I-muſt be allow'd 
to fence well, becauſe that at the End of ever 
Cadenee I put my ſelf upon my Guatd: The Ba 
continu'd with much Pleaſure, till all of a ſudden 
a great Noiſe, which was heard without Doors, 
caus'd the Company to look out at the Windows, 
where from a great Wood, which was about three 
hundred Paces from the Houſe; we beheld ſo waſt 
a Number of Fire works fffuing out,” that 'we've- 
Tily believ'd all the Branches and Trunks of the 
Trees had been metamorphos'd into Guns; that 
all the Stars were falling from the Firmament, 
and that the Element of Fire was deſcending into 
the middle Region of the Air, Here, my Lord, 
are three Hyperboles tack'd together, which be- 
Ing valu'd at a moderate Price, are worth three 
Dozen of Fufees at the leaft. Aſter we were re- 
cover'd out of this great Fit of Extaſy, into which 
fo many Miracles had plung'd us, we reſolv'd on 
our Departure, and took the Way to Paris, by the 
Light of twenty Flambeaus. We paſs'd through 
all the Ormeſſonnois, and the wide Plains of Efpmay, 
without Reſiſtance, and went through the middt 
of St. Dennis,” Being plac'd in the Coach, by the 
Side of Madam, I ſaid a whole Miſerere tb 
her on your Behalf; to Which The reply'd with 
much Gallantry, and no leſs Civility. We ſung 
in our Journey a World of Songs, Roundeaux, 
Roundelays, Lampoons, and Ballads, and were 
now half a League beyond St. Dennis, it being two 
à Clock in the Morn preciſely z the Fatigue of 
the Journey, watching, walking, and the painful 
Exerciſe of the Ball, having made me ſome wh 
heavy, when there Ape an Accident, whi 
1 verily believ'd would habe been my total Ruin. 
There is a certain little Village, ſituate, ſay the 
Geographers, betwixt Paris and S. Dennis, and 
Kit | vulgarly 
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vulgarly call'd La Vilette : At our going out of this 
Place, we overtook three Coaches, in which were 
thoſe numerical Violins which had been playing 
to us. Hereupon, Satan enſering into the Spiri 
of Mademoiſelle, ſhe commanded them to follow 
us, and to give Serenades all Night long to the 
Poor innocent People of Paris, who were afleep, 
and dream'd not of her Malice, This diabolicat 
Propofition made my Hair riſe an End upon my 
Head; yet all the Company paſs'd a Vote in Fa- 
vour of it; and the Word was juſt ready to be 
given, but, by a 7 Providence, they had left 
their Violins behind them at la Barre; for which 
the Lord reward them. From hence, my Lord; 
you may reaſonably conclude, that Mademoiſelle 
1s a dangerous Perſon in the Night, if ever there 
was any iu the World; and that I had great Rea- 
fon at Madam s Houſe to ſay, that the Vio- 
lins ought to be turn'd out of Doors, when that 
peſtilent Lady was in Company. Well, we con- 
tinu'd our Way happily enough z but only, that as 
we enter'd the Fawxbowrgh, we met fix luſty Plaiſ- 
terers, as naked as ever they were born, who paſs'd 
directly by the Coach, to the Terror of the La- 
dies. In ſine, we arriv'd at Paris ; and what I am 
now going to relate. is indeed prodigious: Could 
you imagine it, my Lord? The Obſcurity was ſo 
great, that it cover'd all that vaſt City; and in- 
ſtead of what we leſt it, not full ſeven Hours be- 
fore, fill'd with Noiſe, and with a Crowd of Men, 
Women, Horſes, and Coaches, we now found no- 
thing but a deep Silence, a diſmal Deſart, a fright- 
ful Solitude, diſpeopled Streets; not meeting with 
any mortal Man, but only certain Animals, who 
fled from the Luſtre of our Torches. But the re- 
maining Part of the Adventure, you ſhalt have, 
my Lord, another Time. As Beyardo tells you, 
Qui e il ſin del Canto; e torno ad Orlando, 
Adio Sig nor, a voi me raccom and. 
. D 4 To 
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| To Madam de Vie an ; with ſyme 
| | Vierſes which he. had made, and 
which ſhe had defir d of him. © 
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a MADAM, .... 1014 ant T7 44 6.48 
1 Ha ve, at length, ſent you the Verſes which you 
have ſo often defir'd of me, and which hither- 
to, tho* they have been repeated to a few, yet 
have been read by none. Would to God may 
would meet with the ſame good Fortune whic 
has attended you, whe after you had fo long con- 
ceal'd the fineſt Thing in the World, ſhew'd it of 
a ſudden, and dazzled all the Beholders. But tis 
to be over-fand of Trifles, to-wiſh them ſo much 
Felicity. Can I heartily wiſh that they had more 
Merit, ſince they were not made for you? Let 
the more wretched you find them, the greater 
will your Obligation be to me, ſince, tho? Lam 
ſenſible of their Demerit, in Obedience to your 
Commands, I ſend: them to you. To. oblige me 
to which, it was neceflary for you to have as much 
Influence over me; as that which yow have latel 
acquir'd ; you may aflure yourſelf, that theſe 
Ttifles owe their very Beipg, to your Command, 
and that otherwiſe they had exiſted no where but 
in m3 Memory, But it is now grown high Time 
to diſcharge it of them, and make room for a more 
agrecable Object, fince that which Madam 
ſhew'd it ſo lately, takes it up ſo entirely, that 
there is room for nothing elſe in it. But, Madam, 
I begin to be ſenſible, that inſtead of an Excuſe 
and a Complement, I ſend you a Billet Doux; yer 
7 . wou 
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would to God I could as eaſily excuſe the reſt of 
the Faults you will find in it. In the mean Time, 
| I proteſt to you, that it is an Age ſince my Heart 
| has been ſo deeply engag'd; and there are ſeveral 
Perſons to whom I would not ſay half what I have 
ſaid to you, tho' their Daggers were held to my 
Throat. But, Madam, finee there is no Fear df 
Scandal, you ought- $0: cheriſh. this growing Paſ- 
Kon, if it were but to ſee at what Rate I ſhould * 
behave my ſelf, if I came to be in Love in 
earneſt, and to what the Buſineſs. would come, if 
E were ſuffer'd. to go on. Lam, . iS 

E CF 47 = FFF i Your, &c. 
To Mademoiſelle de Ra MBOUIIIET, 
on the Death of her Brother; uo 

dy of the Plague, and whom ſbe 

"LETTER XXIV. 

Mavdinuy 4, A 30TH 

Hz ne. leſs Admiration for your Courage 

and good Nature, than Sympathy with your 
Grief, I amv highly ſenſible of the one and the 
other, that if I were capable to render you thofe 
Commendat ions which are juſtiy due to you, and 
that Comfort which you ſtand fo much in need of, 
E muſt needs eonfeſsI ſhould be at a great ſtand | 
where to begin; for what Obligations ean be of 
more Force, than to tender to eminent Virtue. its 
due Merits, and to ſuch violent Afflictions the 
Comfort they require ? 1 I am, much to blame, 
"ONO | F: : _ a6 
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to put a Diſtance betwixt theſe two Things, 'fince 
Charity has fo perfectly united them, that the 
unexampled Aſſiſtance you afforded your late 
Brother, ſhould now prove an extraordinary Com- 
fort to you; and God beſtows that on you out of 
Juſtice, which others obtain out of his pure In- 
dulgence; his infinite Goodneſs being ſuch as will 
not ſuffer unrewarded fo exempla an Act of 
Tenderneſs, as that which ' thro a' Contempt of 
2 own Life, engag'd you in the Offices of the 

eſt Siſter in the World, beyond the Bound of all 
manner of Obligations, and, by an admirable Con- 
ſtancy, made you affur'd in the midſt of Danger 
that terriſies the moſt brave and daring. Upon 
this. Account, I am confident that he will preſerve 
you from it, and ſhower on you the Reward of 


your Virtue, and the Bleſſings that are deſir'd by, 


LETTER XXV. 


: 
"1 | 3 L 


Marg, m hon tans KOH 
F Can't tell of any better Way to eaſe you, as to 
1 the bad News you have already receiv'd,:than 
to put you out of mo to yourſelf; Know then, 
I, who write this to you, have been three Days to- 
gether in the very Houſe, out of which two Per- 
fons dy'd of the Plague. The beſt Thing you e- 
ver did in your Life, was your leaving of Paris, 
ſince it was à Time when all the Virtuous were to 
expect Perſecution, Madam 4 Rambovities wy 
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loſt her Grandſon, who in three Days made a ſhife 
to die of the Plague; yet ſhe could not be any 
Ways perſwaded to leave the Houſe, as long as 
there was any Life left in him. You may eaſily 
think, Madam, that nothing could di vert me from 
being continually with them, ſince you are not 
here: But I am much afraid I ſhall frighten you 
and that the Remedy E to your Affliction is 
too violent for the Diſeaſe. Know then, that 1, 
who write to you, am not the Writer hereof, but 
have ſent it at leaſt a hundred Miles from this 
Place, to be copy'd out by a Man I never ſaw. I 
think my ſelf much concern'd, Madam, in the 
Trouble that now lies on you, and apprehend that 
this Misfortune could not — aa amore unlucky 
Time; yet the Moderation that your Mind is ſubs 


ject to, and the little Value you have for the Things 


of this World, raiſe in me a Hope that you will bear 
theſe Afflictions with leſs Concern, than the Loſa 
of fifty thouſand per Amum, now gone out of your 
Family, would give ſome other more intereſted 
than yourſelf, while the Rule of Moderation that 
governs your Mind, will not ſuffer ſo great a Loſs 
to be an Affliction to you. But, Madam, I muſt 
not, by a conſolatory Letter, think to anſwer the 
moſt obliging and kind Love-Letter in the Uni- 
verſe ; for the latter Part of yours can't be term'd- 
otherwiſe, My humble Addreſs therefore, Ma- 
dam, is, that you would not repent of your writ- 
ing fo obli ingly to me as you have; for amongſt 
all my Diſcontents, I have,entertain'd;/that Joy as 
ſenſibly, as if Thad known the greateſt” Serenity 
in the World; and I cannot conceive myſelf un- 
happy, while F have the Honour of your AﬀeGion. 
L am fe for tunate, and ſo confident;. chat I am not 
in the leaſt Doubt of it; and my good Fortune is 
great in this, that Jeſteem That the greata Good 
on Earth, which I-conceive myſelf the moſt aſ- 
ſured ly poſſeſe d of. 'Xouare fo well ſatisfy d with 
1 478 me, 


5 \ 1 8 vw _ - 
* —_— _ — * [&} 


E . T w.́Ü m ATT. i hy 


4 


60 Monſieur Vorrure's Letters. 


me, Madam, that I know you will more favoura- 
bly-receive thoſe Aſſurances which I expreſs of 
your Affection, than thoſe that I might give you 
of mine; and tho' you wiſh my Happineſs in all 
Things, yet can you not defire any Thing more 
advantagious for me, than that I ſhould believe 
vou love me. And thoſe that have ſeen what an 
Alteration your Abſence hath wrought in me, and 
how great à Part of my Mind you have taken a- 
way with you, may one Day fatisfy you, that I, in 
ſome Meaſure, * that Honour. But, Madam, 
I cannot forbear to tel> you, that Monſieur e 
Ataiſtre, who ſaw with what 'Fenderneſs I bad you 
farewel, will be better confirm*d in his former O- 
Pinion, and hopes one Day to find our Characters 
engtav'd together upon the Trees of Bourgon ; at 
leaſt, it is no ſmall Satisfaction to me, that he hath 


obſer vd the Acknowledgment and Immutability 


of our Affections. For my Part, Madam, I once 
more tell you, what I ſo much preſsd upon your 
Faith at our Departure, which is, That I ſhall ne- 
ver eſteem or admire any Thing in this World ſo 
much as E do you, and ſhall ever, with all manner 
of Neſpect, remain em ng ! 
HERE S731 } | Your humble Servant, &cz 


i, To Mademoiſelle de PA, fr 
„ LETTER NW. 
| | 15 560165 i has Div 2 IK 
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Mann,, „en ont e equal 
FF Was the greateſt Happineſs in the World 
Ito me to receive your Letter, juſt before I 


left Bruſſels, and with it fo'tnuch Conſolation on 
the very Eve of my Departure. Since that bleſſed 
Moment I ha ve known — ny _— 
at | uffer' 
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ſuffer'd a great deal of Pain; for I would not have 
it ſaid, that a Man for whom you were pleas'd to 
ſhew ſome Concern, can be «nhappy ; and Fſhould 
be aſham'd to ſhew'my Face again, ſhould I ſuffer 
Fortune to have a greater Influence over me than 
our ſelf. I have travell'd ten Days, without the 
ſt Intermiſſion, from Morning till Night: 1. 
have paſs'd through Countries, where Wheat is as 
great a Curioſity as a Warming- Pan under. the 
Line, and where Apples are preſerv'd with as much 
Tenderneſs as Oranges in France. I have. viſited 
Places, where the moſt ancient Inhabitants cannot 
remember they ever beheld a Bed; and, to m 
unſpeakable Comfort, I am at this 8 
ing in that School of Virtue and Induſtry, call'd 
an Army, where the ſtduteſt are weary'd out and 
founder'd ; yet, Madam, I am ſtill alive and luſty, 
and don't believe there is a Man in albthe Troops. 
in better Health than myfelf. I am at a lofs what 
to aſcribe ſuch a miraculous Strength of Conſti tu- 
tion to, unleſs it be to ſome divine Power in your 
Letter; and methinks my Caſe'reſembles that of 
thoſe Men, who perform more than human Acti- 
ons, after they have fortify'd themſelves with cer- 
tain charming Characters. As ſoon as I came hi- 
ther, by the Pavour of Monſieur de Chaudebonne, Þ 
got myſelf lifted in a Froop of Cravates, I can aſ- 
re you, Madam, without the leaſt Vanity, that ! 
have behav'd myſelf as gallantlyas any of my Com- 
rades. The Fruth-on'ty is, I have not as yet ra- 
viſh'd either Matron, Wife, or Maid; becauſe; to 
deal ingenuoutly' with yon, I have not as yet re- 
cover'd my full. Strength; nor made my Carcaſs 
amends forthe Fatigue of my Journey. So all that 
L could: do, was, to ſet two or three Houſes on 
Fire; but I grow ſtronger and ſtronger every Day, 
and within this little while you may expect to hear 
Miracles of me. To be ſerious with you, I am 
another fort of a Man than when you laſt ſaw me: 
4227 | 2a 
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and I find my Valour ſo ffrangely. improv'd, that 
Almanzor himſelf would have a hard Time to e- 
ſcape me: And yet I believe, that how terrible 
ſoever I repreſent my ſelf, you don't take me for 
ſuch a Sort of a Monſter; but conclude I am not 
much to be fear'd, eſpecially by you, Madam, 


ſince you know you've an abſolute Aſeendant aver 


me, and that I am, with the utmoſt Reſpect, 
Heut an | Madan. nin fore 
1 Tour bumble. Servant. 
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Mayan, 


OU ſhould hear from me oftener, were it in 
1 my Fower, as it is always in my Inclination. 
But the Miſchief on't, is, that, generally ſpeaking, 


we are forc'd to take up our Quarters in a Hea- 


theniſh barbarous Count ty, where we may as well 
expect to meet all the Niceties of Paris, as Pen 

Ink, and Paper. Beſides, it being expected 1 
mould write with a World of Care and Circum- 
ſpection, I am ſo ſtrangeſy confounded, that I fall a 
trembling when I take Pen in Hand, for Fear of 


excee ding my Bounds, which I endeavour all that 


lies in my Power to avoi 3 — Lam: 
almoſt at my Wits Ends, for writing Things which 


it were more convenient not to mention, and ſuch, 
ores which you are far from approving. - For 
remember, in your laſt Letter, you forbad me 
to ſpeak of Love ; and I am forc'd to obey you, 
without diſputing your Orders, tho“ L commit ne- 
ver 
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ver ſo great a Violence upon myſelf z and yet, 
Madam, I cannot forbear to vr the u know, that 
how great ſoever my Paſſion for the War may be, 

et I have another that is much more prevalent 
in me; and it will be allow'd on all Hands, I ſup- 
poſe, chat our firſt Incli nations are ever the — 
eſt. Hitherto we have met with nothing to oppoſe 
us. We daily make nearer Approaches to the 
+ Country of Mel ons, rig and Muſcadine Grayes ; 
and.we are mar o ſight in a Place, where it 
will be impoſſible = us to gather Palms, but ſach 
as are mingled with Flowers of Oranges and .Pome- 
granates, But I aflure you, Madam, that I ſhould 
evi Tina part with all the Advantages, that 1 may 
roma Pifory, for the Honour of thrawing 
mg this Moment at your Feet; and ,that ol 
n't ſet ſo eh a Value on 5 Lage of .Con- 
gueror as tht of be ing, 25% +426H 
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+ He means Fg or 2 N which are the Coun- 
tries for, Figs, Peaches, Oranges, Grapes, and Mer 
e of theſe laſt that Seignior, Berni faid, 
Ob frntto ſopra. qgni altro benedetto _ © 1 4 

14 Beans inangi, nej mere & diegro daflo. 
Ma inanzi bavys, Edi dietro perfetto, "iy 
Oh thou beſt of Fruit! good before Meals, good 
in the midſt of Meals, but, above all, moſt cel. 
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XF OU- muſt believe the Change of Air has not 
1. chang'd my Inclinations at all; for Pll af- 
fure A. . can alter me in any Thing that 
relates to you. If you believe; my Affection is of 
alf Prices, you muſt alſo believe that thoſe Prices 
are juſt and proportionable to the Value of the 
Perſon ; and as long as I ſhalP follow that Rule, 
= may be certain of the grateful Eſteem in m 
eart; if that be 1 my Reaſon, Ir 
ſure it is to my Inclination, and you may believe 
I ne*er ſhall endeavour to ftifle the Paſſion I have 
for you. Tou that ſay Fcan't conſtrain myſelf, and 
that I have not Prudence in what regards my Hap- 
|. FPinefs; Thave none greater than to honour you, 
and to call often to my Memory the Goodneſs and 
Beauty you are Miſtreſs of: Tho” all the Preſents . 
vou have. made me be. Poiſon, I.receiv'd_ them 
eartily, and will always do the ſame by every 
| Thing that comes from you. I have been very 
| glad, Madam, to find my Juſtification in that 
very Place you thought to convict me; the twe 
black Beaus, in the Stanza of the Boys, ſhew; that 
it was not defien'd for the Lady; ſhe deſerv'd that 
| Name, as well as Madam de Neuſvie; and I aflure 
you that the Pocket- Book came into her Hand 
| the ſame Way; the Buſineſs of Madam le Mandate 
is more innocent ; and' if you have open'd ſome. 
of the Letters, it is. Malice in the higheſt Degree 
to charge me with it, I read with Confuſion the 
Stanza you ſent me, and I find myſelf more guil- 
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ty in making bad Verſes, than bad Gallantry 
which ſhow my Guilt ſo plainly, that fince Mon- 
fieur de Chaudebonne has made my Peace with Ma- 
dam de Rambeuiltet, I have leatn'd more Wit; for 
I muſt confeſs, I was a great Sot at that Time 
that Madam du Pleſis ſaid I was ſo pretty: But, 
Madam, pray, when they have a mind to affront 
me, I 22 you would have no Hand in't. They 
write to your Husband to take care of me, and 
wrap me up in Silk and Cotton, yet at the ſame 
Time endeavour to kill me. I find the Advice of 
Madam de Bourbon excellent, which is to preſer ve 
me in Sugar; but there muſt go a great deal to 
ſweeten ſo much Bitterneſs; and when they: had 
done all, I ſhould taſte but like a little candy'd 
Citron. I cannot find Words to acknowledge the 
extraordinary Honour fhe does me, in remember- 
ing me; I wiſh. Aurora (for that Name becomes 
her well) be follow'd with as fine, a Day as ſhe 
deſeryes, and that all the Days of her Life be ex- 
empt from Clouds, and as clear and ſerene as her 
Face and her Wit. I humbly Kiſs the Hands of 
Madam de Clermont, and her Daughters, with my 
Thanks to Mr. Godeau for the Verſes he ſent me; 
E find them like the reſt of his Works, Which with 
Pleaſure I read every Day, and which. indeed is 
the greateſt Part of the Study of On 


wur bumble: Servant, &c. 
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"To, Monſieur de CHav DEBONNE. : 
LETTER XXIX 
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bis; BR! M3 12991 1 2 | 
J Writ to you ten or twelve Days ago, and re- 

turn'd you Thanks for the two Letters which 
I have at length receiv'd from you. If you were 
bur ſenſible of the SatisfaRion they brought with 


them, you would be ſorry for not having writ to 
me oftener, and for not frequently repeating the 


Conſolation of which J had ſo much need. Ma- 
arid, which is the agreeableſt Place in the World 
for thoſe who at once are lufty and Libertines, is 
the moſt diſeonſolate ſor thoſe who are regular, 
or thoſe who are indiſpos'd. And in Lene, which 
is the Players Vacation, I do not know ſo much 
as one Pleaſure that a Man can enjoy with Con- 
ſcience. My Melancholy here, and my want of 
Company, {ive produc'd a good Effect in me 

for they have reconciPd me to Books, which I ha 

for a Time forſaken; and being able to meet with 
no other Pleaſures, I have been forc'd to taſte and 
to reliſh that of Reading. Prepare then to ſee 
me a Philoſopher as great as your ſelf ; and conſi - 
der how faſt a Man muſt come on, who for ſeven: 
whole Months has ſtudy'd, or has been fick : For 
if one of the chief Thmgs-that Philoſophy aims 
at, is a Contempr of Life, the Stone-Cholick is 
certainly the beſt of Maſters ; and Plato and So- 
crates perſwade us leſs efficaciouſly. It has lately 
read me a Lecture, that laſted ſeventeen Days, 
which I ſhall not quickly forget; and which has 


often made me conſider how very feeble we are, 


fince three Grains of Sand are ſufficient to on us 
own. 
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down. But if it determines me to any SeR, it ſhall 
not at leaſt be that, hich maintains that Pain is 
not an Evi}; and that he who is wiſe is at all 
Times happy, But whatever befals me, I can 
neither be happy nor wiſe without —— to 
you, and nothing can make me one or the other, 
ſo much as your Preſence, or your Example. Yet 
am I very uncertain when 1 ſhall be able to leave 
this Place ; and expecting both Money and Men, 
which are coming by Sea, and which are two 
Things that do not always keep touch with us, I 
apprehend my remaining here longer than I could 
wiſh ; therefore I make it my humble Requeſt to 
du, that you would net forget me fo long as you 
ave done, and that you would teſtify, by doing 
me the Honour of writing to me, that you are 
<onvin&d'ofthe real Affection with which Iam 
40, T1. 309530 ) GO „mr em QUTROW 
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MAD AM, boat Boy d 10 2145 eg es 
Ne Fault in me to have any Satisfaction out 
of your Sight, at leaſt *ris ſome Excuſe that 1 
have none but What you give me. Tis you that 
are the Cauſe of all my Pleaſure; and tho' I have 
ately been to ſee the Eſcurial and Aranjuez, and 
been at Bull-Feafts, F ſhould have ſeen nothing a- 
grecable in uin, if I had not receiv'd your Ler- 
ters here. Tour Cares eaſe me of the greateſt 
Part of mine; and Pm no longer unhappy, when 
I conſider that you have not forgot me. This 
Obligation is ſo great, that I don't think * 
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ſides my ſelf would ever be able to repay it. But 
if yowll pleaſe to remember, you'll find, I paid 
for it before · hand; and ſince the very firſt: Moment 
that I had the Honour to know you, there has not 
; a Day in which I have, not deſerv/d-all the 
Favour you can ever ſhew-me. I'm ſure, Madam, 
Ju won't aſcribe this to Vanity, but to the great 
Eſteem I have for the Paſſion with which I ho- 
Hour you, and to a Belief which I have, that a 
perfect Affection Selen every Thing. That 
which I have to ſerye you, is in ſo high a Degree, 
that nothing beſides, yours is able to reward; its 
and Sho dabei chen Times, 
and with that all the Riches in the World, you 
would ſtill be deep in my Debt, unleſs you gave 
me your Love too. I own in one Thing you are 
pretty conſcientious ; not being able ta give me 
what is my Due, you endeavour. to content me o- 
therwife, and to cover a Piece of Injuſtice with a 
great deal of Civility. But all the fine Words in 
the World, are not to he compar'd witir the fmal- 
leſt Particle of good Will; tho' if any might, they'd 


certainly be yours, neither would you have any 


Occaſion to borrow of any Body elſe. I'm always. 
furpriz'd to find, that tho” I receive a great Pac- 
ket from you; -there- is but a-li 42 in it;. 
and that what is written with. your own Hand, is 
but the leaſt Part of what you ſend mne. As Tre- 
member, I hardly ever had the Honour to ſee 
you at your Houſe, but there were five or fix Per- 
Ions in the Room with you; ſo you take care to 
put as many into. your Letters, and never write to 
me but in publick., tu you muſt, not imagine, 
that this will make me ſpeak: to. you with &er.the 
leſs Boldneſs: Ell, make thoſe my Confidents, 
whom. you ſeem to haye conftituted my Judges; 
for 1 had rather let them know my Secret, than 
let you not know it. But to ſpeak ſeriouſſy, (for 
1 know, Madam, you. would not for the ain 
zb 4 taat 
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that I ſhould mean what I ſay) inſtead of com- 
plaining of chis, IL have Reaſon to return you a 
thouſand Thanks for the Honour you cauſe me to 
receive from ſo many deſerving Perſons, and what 
I could never have pretended to, but thro' you. 
I own, tho' I cat even wiſh for more Pleaſure 
than I take in ſeemg' your Letters, yet Lam ex- 
treamly glad when you do ſurpaſs my Wiſhes, and 
procure me more Satisfaction than I could deſire. 

1 an't deceiv'd; there were in your laſt ſome 
Lines of the beſt Hand in the World; and J re- 
ceiv'd them with the ſame Veneration; as they 
formerly gather'd together the Leaves wherein 
the Sybil wrote her Oracles. I have a greater E- 
ſteem for thofe four Verſes, than for all Matherbe's 
ume and tho? I have ſeen ſome that were upon 

ove, and in Praiſe of myſelf; yet Pll aſſure you 
I never read any Poetry that was fo agreeable to 
me. I cat tell how it ie, but Þ can neither ſee 
nor heat any Thing that comes from that Perſon, 
but what touches the very Bottom of my Soul; 
and I cant conceive how it happens, that Eſteem 
and Reſpect ſhould in me have the fame Effects 
as à violent Paſſion. Tho! you ſay nothing to me 
of Madam 4 Clermont, Im ſure ſhe can't have for- 
got me; and I moſt humbly beſeech you, Madam, 
to be'ſo kind a8 toi tell her, that J endeavour to 
tow better every Day, in order to deſerve her 
ffection. The Sermons you preach to me, and 
the Books you ſend me, are of no ſmall Service to 
me in this Deſign. I thank you for the Pſalm; but 
pray, why inhe Condition I am in ſhould you 
end me Things ſo mournful 7 What better Para: 
hraſe can thete be of the Miſeere, than my ſelf 
have, at length, got St. Paus Epiſtles. The 
two Books vou tent me, one in December, and 
t'other ſix Weeks ago, are come to me both the 
ſame Day; and, as far as I am able to judge, the 
Man whom you repreſented to me to be ſo little; 
1 15 
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is one of the greateſt Men in all France, Amongſt, 
other Things, Lthought the Preface perfectly fi 
and I took. abundance, of Pleaſure: in reading 


I would ſay more of it, but 1 can't for. one E 
at leaſt admire any Thing befides Mademoiſelle 
de Rambouillet. | treely confeſs, Madam, (whether 
tis Stupidity or Preſumption I can't tell) I be- 
held withaut Jealouſy all the fine Things you 
took care o ſay to me: But when I had read the 
Anſwer of the fortunate Ixſanta to Launcelot of the 
Laks, I as not able to guęſs who could write it x 
and not to lye, was very ungaſy to think that it 
was not myſelf. I call d to hy we all the.Perſons of 
Wit Lever knew, to find out who could be the Au- 
thor of it, and all would not do: But when your 
Letter, which I always keep till the laſt, had in- 
form'd me who twas, I, own; 1. was, tranl porte 
with the greateſt Joy I haye been,ſenfible of this 
long Time. Twas a great Eaſe and Comfort to 
me, to ſee that this Glory was due to one whon 
I already. honour'd ſo much, and on whom I hae 
beſtow'd ſo much of my Wit, that it may be doubt- 
ed whether it was hers or mine that ſhe employ'd 
in writing ſo. pretty a Letter. Really ſhe ſeems 
to be Miſtreſs of that of all the World, her Ge- 
nius is ſo turn'd to every Thing, Perhaps ſne may 
take it ill, but if ſhe does, I can't help tefliag you, 
that I had like to have remain'd;in the ſame, In- 
gredulity, wherein I was once with relation to ano- 
ther Miracle of her Wit ; and I could not belieys 
*twas poſſible ſhe could write ſo well, upon ſuch a 
gubject, having,never:read-any Books of that Na- 
ture. But; this muſt be canceiy;d bg Faith, and not 
dy Reaſon; and as ſhe writes Hiſtories, wherein 
all the Paſſions are repreſented, without ever ha 
ing felt one of them 3 as ſhe deſcribes | [ral at 
Spain, without having ſe much as eyer ſeen the 
Maps of them; and as ſhe knows every Foot of 
Ground in the whole World, without having ever 


21 been 
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been beyond Chartres ; ſo, without being at all oon- 
verſant in the old Romances, ſhe talks the Lan- 
guage of Launcelot of the Lale better than Queen 
Gene vorn herſelf could have done; and I believe 
ſhe could ſpeak Arabic too, if ſhe had a mind to 
try. It muſt be confeſs'd, ſhe's a Perſon very hard 
to be underſtood 3; and if Madam de Rambouillet 18 
the moſt perfect Thing in the World, her Daugh- 
ter is the moſtito be admir'd. But you are ta 
conſtrue my Praiſes, Madam, with the Reſtriction 
every one muſt make that knows you. Let twas 
well for me, that I had not this Teſtimony of her 
Wit *tall ſhe ſent me one of her Civility too; for 
*twould have given me very great Uneaſineſs, not 
to love one for whom I was forc'd to have ſo great 
an Eſteem. The five or fix Lines ſhe did me the 
Honour to write me, were receiv'd by me with all 
the Reſpect, Love, and Joy that ſhe can imagine, 
and wholly effac'd the Reſemment I conceiv'd: at 
her t'other Letter. One of the Advantages which 
ll-natur'd People have over thoſe who are not fo; 
is, that all the Favours they beſtow are much bet- 
ter receiv'd than ordinary, and the Rarity ſeems 
in fome Meaſure'to add to the Value of the Acti- 
on. 'Tho' I am ſenſible that ſhe ſhews me this 
Kindneſs only, that I may be the more concern'd 
at her future ill Uſage, yet can't help ſuffering 
myſelf-to be deceiv'd by it; and I love her now 
as much as if ſhe were the ſweeteſt temper'd Crea- 
ture upon Earth. As for the Reproaches which 
ſhe referves for me againſt ſome other Day; this 
Threat does not make me eber the leſs defirous 
of having the Honour to ſee her; and 1 ſhall then 
make ſo good a Defence, that ſhe will find I have 
deſerv'd Thanks, even in thoſe — in 
which ſlie believes me guilty. Amidſt an infinite 
Number of Things in your Letter, which gave 
me a great deal of Satisfaction and Pleaſure, I read 
with particular Joy what you tell me about that 
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be very glad to fee ſome of them. I humbly beg 
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worthy Gentleman. I have long wiſh'd for ſome 

Proof ef his doing me the Honour to remember 

me. I ſhan't be afraid to tell 2 that there's not 
0 


a Man in the World I repe# ſo much as him; but 
I durſt not tell you how much I love him, for fear 
the Intereſt of your Huiband ſhould make you take 
it ill, and upbraid me with miſplacing my Affec- 
tion, Tou, who make it a certain Rule, that all 
ſuch People are incapable of loving, ſhould how- 
ever make ſome Exception for him; and as I have 
heard you ſay more than once, that he had more 
Generoſity than any of the reſt, you may alſo be- 
lieve he has more Friendſhip. But even tho' he 
had utterly forgot me, it would not have been in 
my Power to retrench any thing of the Paſſion 1 
have for him. I can no more reſiſt this Inclination, 
than I can that which I have for you; and I can't 
imagine why you ſhould wonder at my loving an 
ungrateful Friend, When you know how long I 
have lov'd an ungrateful Miſtreſs. Without lying; 
even when 1 thought he did not in the leaſt think 


of me, I could not walk in a fine Evening in the 


* Prada, without wiſhing him with me. If I had 
him here at Madrid, I would carry him to Doors 
which open more eaſily than yours, and where we 
might be better receiv'd than we were at your 
Houſe., There are in this Place certain Animals, 
call'd by the People of the Country Moteniſts, 
whoſe Form of Body — and Skin 
extreamly ſoft 5 who are good humour'd, briſk; 
and pleaſant, very eaſily tam'd, and naturally 
Friends to Mankind. The freſh Air of the Night, 
which they love to breathe, makes them generally 
to be found in the Streets at that Time; and, as 
he is curious in this Sort of Things, I know he'd 
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32% The Prada at Madrid is a publick Place to 
walk in, much the ſame as our Park. 


| 

} 
K 
| 
, 
P 
ö 


Monfieur Vorruxx' Letters. 73 


you, Madam, to whom I am indebted for ſo many 
Obligations, to uſe all the Credit you have wit 
him, to make him do me the Honour to remem- 
ber me; and if you can get him to love me, I give 
ou a Reſpite of ſix Months in what you owe me. 
1 don't know whether or no your Servant has done 
me the Honour to write to me; I am till bis, with 
as much Reſpect and Eſteem as ever. At the 
Bottom of your Letter are three different Hand- 
writings ; but I could not gueſs whoſe, and I don't 
know whether I ever. ſaw; them before or no. I 
had a Deſign to get them anſwer'd by three Spa- 
niards of my Acquaintance 3 but I had not Time, 
being very. near my Departure. I hope, I ſhall 
leave this Place in three or four Days, to begin 
the Tour I inform'd you of, and go vifit Portugal 
and Andaluſia. Some of my Friends would fain diſ- 
ſwade me from it, upon Account of the Heats which 


reign there at this Time of the Lear; but I am 


reſolv'd te ſee a little of the World, to get Wit; 
and in order to make myſelf amends for a Winter 
which I have been here without warming myſelf. 
1 intend, to go in the Dog- Days to Africa, and 
ſpend: the Summer in a Country where the Swal- 
lows ſpend the Winter. The Hazards I muſt run 
in this Voyage, don't deter me, and perhaps I 
might run yet greater, were I with you. All that 
vexes me, is, that if I die init, Mademoiſelle 4: 
Rambouiet will have the. Pleaſure to ſay, it was 
but three Years ago ſhe foretold I ſhould die in 
four. But one whom you put into your Prayers, 
Madam, may hope for better Succeſs than that 
comes to. I don't know whether I have a great 
while to live 5. but I think I have a great many 
Years Love in Stock for you; and my Affectiors 
being ſo great and perfect, I can't conceive how 
tis poſſible I ſhould ſo ſoon ceaſe to be, 
x | $44 > 3 i Madam, Al > £! | 
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To Mademoiſelle PAuL R r. 
LETTER AI. 


Mpx, e de dn len 

1 was only one Thing wanting to your 

Adventures, and that was to be a Priſoner of 
State; I have given you here the happy Occaſion 
of being ſuchz Fortune, who has omitted no Op- 
Portunity of bringing you into Play, will, in afl 
Probability, make her Advantage of this, I know 
very well that I bring you into Danger by writing 
to you, yet catmot even that Reflection reſtrain 
me. From whence you may conclude, that there 
is no Riſk which I would refuſe to run, to refreſh 
your Remembrance of me, fince I can reſolve to 
endanger even you, who are dear and valuable a- 
bove all the reſt of the World to me. I tell you 
this, Madam, at a Time when would not lie, no, 
not in a Compliment for I would have you to 
know, that Þ am much the better for the Diſtem- 
per which IJ have lately had; it has caus'd me te 
aſſume ſuch good Reſolutions, that if I had them 
not, I could be contented to purchaſe them with 
all my Health, I plainly foreſee, that this will 
but divert you, you who are conſeious to ſo much 
of my Weakneſs, and who will never believe that 
I can keep fingle Reſolutions, T who have broken 
fo many Vows ;:yet nothing is more certain, than 
that I have hitherto beheld the, Hani Beauties 
with as much Indifference, as I did the Femißb at 
Bruſſels ; and I hope to grow a Convert in the very 
Place of the World in which the Tempter is ſtrong- 
eſt, and where the Devil reſumes as glorious 


Shapes as what he put off when he fell, The 
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Reformation is fo great in me, that I have but 
one Scruple remaining, which is, that I think too 
often of you, and that I defire to fee you again 
with a little too much Impatience. I, who have 
moderated the reſt of my Paſſions, have been un- 
able to reduce that which I have for you, to the 
Meaſure with which we are permitted to love our 
Neighbours, that is to ſay, as much as we do our- 
ſelves 3 and I fear you have a larger Share in my 
Soul, than I ought to allow a Creature. Look out, 
I beſeech' you, for a Remedy for this, or rather 
for an Excuſe for it; for as for a Remedy, I be- 
lieve there is none, and that I muſt be always, 
with the utmoſt Paſſion, | 
1 Madam, 


J Yours, 

FF 

wana {> ;/ "wh 
LETTER XXXIL 


0 great a Mis fortune as mine wanted no leſt 
DD Conſolation than that which 1 lately receiv'd 
from you; and 1 look d on your Letter, as a Par- 
on which Heaven granted me after my Sentence? 
can call by no other Name the News which o- 
blig'd me to return to this Place; and I can aſſure 
you that Sentence of Death is oftentimes leſs ri- 
gorous, ' But fince, in the midſt of all my Misfor- 
Tunes, 1 haye the Honour ro be rethember'd by 
you, to complain would be ill-becoming of me 
for methinks he may diſpenſe with the Favours o 
Fortune, who is happy enough to obtain yours, 
This is the Reaſon that I ſhall make Uſe of to 
comfort myſelf, for the Neceſſity of remaining 
E 2 here; 
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here; and not that which you ur d in P 
: and, 


That it is better to be an Exile in a foreign 

than to be a Priſoner in ong's own Country : For, 
alas] you know but one half of my Miſery, if you 
are not convinc'd that I am both together ; and if 
you judge of the Matter rightly, you will find, that 
two Things which ſeem, very inconſiſtent, are to 
be found in me, viz. to be baniſh'd, and a Priſoner 
at the ſame Time. Lou will find it difficult to in- 
terpret this Riddle, unleſs you call to Mind, that 
I have always been us d to mingle a Dram of Lov 
in my Letters: For if, as you ſay, Lam allow'd 
ſome Liberty here, of which I ſhould be depriv'd 
in France, I beſeech you let it be that of aſſuring 
you, that there is a great deal of Paſſion mix' 
with the Affection which I expreſs for your Ser- 
vice. I ſhould indeed be. ungrateful, if I ſhould 
diſcover but an ordinary Friendſhip for a Perſon 
who does ſuch extraordinary Things for me; and 
] am oblig'd to fall in Love, at leaſt, with your 
Generoſity. I have been acquainted what Care a 
Gentleman and a Lady have taken to enquire of 
my Welfare, which is an additional Obligation to 
one whom they had extremely oblig'd before. 
For all the reſt, they. have ſeem'd bury'd in 10 
prone a Silence, that for fix, Months together 
I have heard not the leaſt mention of them. Whe- 
ther this comes from their Forgetfulneſs, or from 
their Prudence, I am unable to determine; yet 
Forgetfulneſs may be allow'd an Excufe for Silence; 


but a dumb Remembrance is without Defence. 


I leave you toconclude, Madam, how much Luftre 
this reflects upon what you have done for me, and 
how much I am oblig'd to you for a long Letter 
at a Time, when others have been Aid to ſend 
me their Service. Therefore let me aſſure you, 
that tho' I am unable to make ſuitable Returns 
to ſuch Goodneſs, I eſteem it, at leaſt, and 1 
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it as it deſerves; and that I am, as much as a Man 
n poſſibly, be, dg wade gy 
cs 4 A D Madam, 54 
vo tow 1:22 4201 7% Tu cee 
Drees 
To Monſieur de Puv-LAURENS. 
$1} a | 5 9" oh 
Receiv'd the Letter you did me the Honour 
to write me, with more Joy than I did expect 
ever to have here ; and I, who have ſo many 
Things to defire, and am fo far from all Places 
where T wiſh to be, faw myſelf tanguiſhing in a 
Labyrinth of 'Diſquierudes, unable to get out 
without great Difficulty, do now find my Fhoughts 
err and ſerene from all anxious Fears, fince I 
ec you remember me; and if tis true, that I have 
ſome Part in your Eſteem, it will over- balance all 
the Troubles of my Life; thoſe to whom you gave 
Wealth and Honour, were not ſo well rewarded as 
Lam. I have read your Letter over and over, with 
the ſame Tranſport as the moſt paſſionate Lover 
could a Bizet from his conſentirg Miſtreſs ; and 
it is, Pll aſſure you, the greateſt Satisfaction J &er 
receiv'd in this Country. The little Health I have 
had, would not permit me to have any Divertiſe- 
ment; neither ſawT any Woman, but in the Prada, 
or on the Stage; and ſo, without doing myſelf any 
Violence, I agree with you in what you ſaid in 
Prejudice of the Ladies of Madrid, in Favour of 
taoſe of Brfſels ; and before their Preſence, or 
yours, can oblige me to be compliant, T yield from 
this Moment to whatever you can think or ſay to 
their Advantage ; their Innocence, their Youth, 
ron” WL and 
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and Beauty, for which you ſay you do eſteem 
them, are Du we can never ſee here in one 
Perſon ; neither are they common with you, I am 
perſwaded ; but I can gueſs the Reaſon why you 
take their Parts with ſo much Paſſion;-and, if I 
err not, if the Cauſe be the ſame which I imagine, 
I ſhould wrong both my Judgment and Inclination 
to think otherwiſe than what you'do ; for I muſt 
own with yay, that if Xariſa, Daraxa, and Galiana 
ſhould return into the World again, yet would 
Spain have nothing to oppoſe her. All the Arti ſice 
they uſe here, and the Illuſions by which they ap- 
pear what they are not, cannot repreſent a Form 
to beautiful. The moſt celebrated Beauty we have 
here, is no more comparable to her, than Braſs 
and Ebony to Gold and Ivory; and the neareſt 
Comparifon I can make, would reſemble her no 
more, than a fine Night does a fine Day; and 1 
now repent of my raſh Declaration, in ſaying Spain 
only furniſh'd us with defirable Beauties; lince, 
only one of the Court, where you are, is ſufficient 
to convince the World to the contrary. . The. only 
Advantage we have of you, is, our Ladies are more 
amorous; yet I doubt the univerſal Truth on't; 
for if the ſame Fortune you have had every where, 
follows you in Flanders, you will teach ſome of them, 
not to be excell'd, even in that, But [ refer this 
Diſcourſe, till I have the, Satisfaction of being 
nigh you, and have the Honour of your Converſa-. 


tion, the Hopes of,, which doubles my impatient; 


Wiſhes for my Return. I conjure you, remember 
your Promiſe, and take Care that the Multitude 
of your Adventures deface not the leaſt Part of 
me in your Breaſt. And whereas thoſe that are 
near you, requiie Favours, Penſtons, and Places, I 
never ſhall aſł more than your Friendſhip, nor, 
do I think you can give me any Thing more va- 
luable from the Number of your Acquaintance ; 
the yery Fire you have choſe to ſtamp the 9 
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of Friendſhip: on, makes me admire the Solidity 
of your Judgment, and the Prudence of your Con- 
audt in contradicting the bare Practice of the 
World, in being more liberal of your Wealth than 
of your Heart; and I am proud of nothing ſo much, 
as of being admitted into the Number of, 


Zir, 
Tour bumble Servants, &c. 
CORRS K 
Jo the ſame. 
LETTER XXXIV. 
»$3x Wm," ene Sen 2647 | 
WR have included in five or fix Lines every 
J Thing in the World that's moſt agreeable to 
me; and in Le me the Preſence of my Ma- 
ſter, your Converſation and your Friendſhip, you 
have anſwer'd all my Wiſhes. To compleat theſs 
Hopes, no Difficulties can ſeem inſupportable to 
me; the Sea will be croſs'd with Pleaſure, to go 
to enjoy ſo much Happineſs ; and all the greateſt 
Men in the World formerly us'd to undertake + 
Voyages upon Accounts leſs valuable. But I muſt 
firſt break the Enchantments of Madrid, and over- 
come the A of this Court, which will force 
erery Body to ſtay ten or twelve Months longer 


than they defign'd to do. This is ſo true, Sir, that 
having made an Endeavour this Winter to — 
S 


from it before that Term, the Strength of 


Charm fetch'd me back an hundred and twenty 
Miles; and I am now as ſtrongly engag'd to it as 
ever. However, I have ſome Hopes from what you 
{ay you have written in my Favour ; and if this 
4 Adven - 
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are greater and more glorious than your Fortune 
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Adventure js to be finiſh'd by one of the worthieſt 
Men in the World, I believe Iſhall be indebted to 
You for my Deliverance. I know, Sir, it won't be 
one of the greateſt you ever put an End to, but I 
am ſure it will be one of the moſt difficult and 
molt juſt ; for really you are in ſome Meaſure o- 
blig'd to take Care of one, who honours you ſo 
ſincerely as I do; and in the Place where you are, 
nothing is ſo hard to find as Affections ſo pure as 
mine. Thoſe who poſſeſs ſuch Poſts as yours, are 
generally us'd like Gods ; a great many fear them, 
all facrifice to them, but few love them; and 'tis 
eaſier for them to find Adorers, than Friends, 
For my Part, Sir, I have always look'd upon you, 
inycur naked Character, diſtin& from every Kb ro 
that's foreign to it: I behold Things in you, whic 


and Qualities, with which *tis impoſſible for you 
to be like the Generality of Mankind. Yowll be 
convinc'd, I ſpeak this knowingly, if you remem- 
ber the Niſcourſe I had the Honour to have with 
you in a certain Field, where having laid open: 

our Heart to me, I ſaw in it ſo — Strength, 
Reſolution, and Generoſity, that you entirely won 
mine, I then perceiv'd that you had ſuch ſound 
Notions of all thoſe Things which generally de- 
ceive the reſt of the World, that thoſe Things 
which they beheld in you with greateſt Admira- 
tion, were what you eſteem'd leaſt, and that no 
Body examines you with half ſo little Love as you 
do yourſelf, I own, Sir, at that Time, ſeeing you 
walk upon Precipices, with a bold and chearful 
Countenance, and not imagining that Conſtancy 
could reach fo far, I fancy'd you did not perceive 
them all. But you taught me, that there was no- 
thing in your Perſon; nor about it, but what you 
knew to the Bottom; and that, tho' you ſaw but a 
Step before you, Impriſonment and Death, and 
ſo many other Accidents which threaten'd you. 
| EY 
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and on the other Side, Honours, Glory, and ine 

greateſt Rewards, you, beheld all this without the 

leaſt-Diſcompoſure, and ſaw Reaſons, not to wiſh. 
too much for the one nor to fear the other. T was 
amaz'd that a Man, brought up from his Youth in 

the Arms of Fortune, ſhould be acquainted with 

all the Secrets of Philoſophy ; and that you ſhould 
gain Wiſdom in a-Place where every Body elſe 
generally loſe it, From that Moment, Sir, I put: 
you into the Number of three or four Perſons, 
whom I love and. honour above all the reſt of the 
World, and added a great deal of Reſpect and 
Eſteem to the Paſſion I before had for you. Out 
of this I form'd another Affection much greater 
ſtill ; this is that L have yet, and ſhall preferve as 
long as I live, to ſuch a Degree, that indeed you 
ought to acknowledge it by teſtifying ſome Satis- 
faction at my being ſo much as Iam, 0 


Madrid, Fune 8. 1638. Wu, &cc. 


Do the Lord EAR GS. 
RTT ER XXX V-. 
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As far as I ſee, you are as liberal of Praiſcsas- 
4 as you are of every Thing elfe; and not be- 
ing able to aſſiſt me any otherwiſe, in the Neceſ- 
fity l am in, you however fend me the fineſt 
Words in the Wörld. I can't employ them better, 
than to return. them to you again; and if I den't 
make Uſe of theſe, Ion Lcan think of none ſuf- 
ficient to expreſs the Honour you do me, And 
indeed, Sir, I believe. you writ them to me, fore-- 
Re je J 3 7714 CHFSS E 7 Mi : - ©» ſeeing: 
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ſeeing how much I ſhould ſtand in need of them; 
and as you gave me ſo much Caufe to praiſe: you, 


ſo ycu took Care to give me allo wherewithal to 
do it. This Favour obli ges me to receive with Pa- 


tience the Reproaches you charge me with; and 


as I am loaden with Honours which are not due to 


me, tis but reaſonable that I ſhould endure Com- 
plaints which I haye not deferv'd. Were it not for 
this, I ſhould demand Satisfaction of you for ac- 
cuſing me of a mighty Deſire to leave this Place; 


and why ſhould you beſtow the Title of Hatred 
upon that which you ought to aſcribe to Affecti- 
on? I am as well acquainted with the Delights 
and Charms of Spain as any Body; but I fancy 
Sir, you believe it has none I like ſo well as being 
with my Friends; and if Paris itſelf was irkfome 
to me, becauſe of my Maſter's Abſence, you ought 
not in the leaſt to wonder at Madrid's being ſo, or 
at my being unable to receive any Satisfaction 
from a Place where I can't enjoy my. Health. But 
were this Deſire as unjuſt as you ſay it is, you 
ought not to upbraid me with a Piece of Injuſtice 
which I commit for your Sake, nor be offended at 
my having too great a Defire to ſee you. Tho' I 
ſhould meet with the ſame Inconveniences in the 


e 


This is what makes me ſo impatient tobe gone 


trom hence ; and if all my Friends did not abfo- 
2 lutely 
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lutely forbid me, I would take the neareſt Road 
to come to you's and by the Way, tear down with 
my own Hands the Pictures of you, which you 
fay are fix'd up upon the Frontiers. I dare ſay, 
Sir, your Soul is not ſo weak as to need any Com- 
fort upon this Head; and you, who have look'd 
Death herſelf fo cloſely in the Face without Ter- 
ror, can never be mov'd with her Reſemblance. 
Twon't be upon this; that Poſterity will make a 
Judgment of you. Fortune, who is not always un- 
juſt, will give you a Deſcription more to your Ad- 
vantage, and for theſe Pictures beſtow Statues- 
upon you. All the Changes ſhe has made in your 
Life, ſeem to me like that Sort of Icing-glaſs, 
which being put upon a Picture, alters all that is 
round the Perſon, but ſtill leaves the Face unal- 
ter'd. Thus ſhe makes Sport of great Men; ſhe: 
takes Delight in ſeeing them in different Shapes, 
and in leſs than a Moment ſhe puts thoſe under a 
Canopy, whom ſhe had before ſhewn 3 . 
upon a Scaffold. I wiſh, Sir, I may find this Al- 
teration at my Arrival; and, as for myſelf, I only. 
deſire that I may ſpeedily have the Honour of 
ſeeing you, and that my Fortune may be ſo cloſely« 
ty'd to yours, that I may never be happy nor un- 
happy but with you. Iam, | | 


| Sir 4 
Mud, Fune 8, 1633. Yor, See: 
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LETTER XXXVI. 
Mayan, Fe FE e e g 
HO' my Liberality ſhould, as you tell me. 

A ſurpaſs the Bounty of Alexander, it would ne- 
ver:heleſs be richly recompenc'd, by the Thanks 
which you have return'd me for it. He himſelf, as. 
boundleſs as his Ambition was, would have con- 
fin'd it to ſo rare a Favour. He would have ſet 
more Value upon this Honour, than he did on the 
Perſian Diadem; and he would never have envy'd 
Achilles the Praiſe which he receiv'd from Homer, 
if he could but himſelf have obtain'd yours. Thus, 


Madam, on this Pinacle of Glory on which Iſtand, 


if I bear any Envy to his, tis not ſo much to that 
which he acquir'd himſelf, as to that which: you. 
have beſtow'd upon him; and he has-receiv'd no 

Honours, which I do net hold. inferior to mine, 
unleſs it be that which you did him, when you 
declir'd him your Gallant. Neither his Vanity, 

nar the reſt of his Flatterers, could ever verficeds 
him to believe any thing that was ſo advantage- 
ous to him; and the Quality of Son of Fupiter 


Hammon, was by much leſs glorious to him than 


this. But i! any thing comfetts me for the Jealouſy 
which it has rais'd in me; tis this, Madam, that 
knowing you as well as I know you, I am very well 
aſſur'd, that if you have done him this Honour, 
*ris not ſo much upon the account of his having 
been the Greateſt of Mankind, as of his having 
been now theſe two thouſand Years no 2 

OW“ 
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However, we here find Cauſe to admire the Great- 
neſs of his Fortune, which not being able yet to 
forſake him, ſo many Years after his Death, has. 

added to his Conqueſts. a Perſon: that gives them 

more Luſtre than the Daughters and Wife of Da- 

rixs ; and which has gain'd-him a Mird more great 

than the Wortd he conquer'd. 1 ought here to be 
afraid, after your Example, of Writing in too lofty : 
a Style: But how can the Writer be tos ſublime 
who writes of you, and of Alexander? I humbly be- 
ſeech you, Madam, to believe, that I have equal 
Paſſion for Lou, with that which you ſhew for 
him; and that the Admiration of your Virtues will 
oblige me to be always, 


SIN May eee 3 2 2 
I Hile you fo laviſhly: commend my Elo- 


quence, you ſhould have ſome little Re- 
gard tu my Modeſty, and take Care not to make 
me forfeit a good (Quality which I have, out of a 
Deſire to give me one which I have not. How- 
ever, Ireceiv'di your Commendations with a great 
deal of Pleaſure ; not that I think, IL deſerve what 
70 ſay ot me, but I look upom it as a particular: 
ark of your Friendſhip ;; and am convinc'd vou. 
muſt needs have a very great Affection for me, 
ſince it cculd incline you to write ſo favorably. of 
me, in Defiance to your Judgment, which knows 
better Things. Thus, Sir, I find it more to mx 
Advantage, to think myſelf unworthy of the Ho- 
| Nour 
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nour you have done me; and Fam more proud of 
that which raiſes me to a good Opinion of your 
Friendſhip, than that which would have rais'd me 


to a good one of myſelf. Were Ia Man of that 
Eloquence as you repreſent me, I ſhould deſire to- 
make no other Advantage of it, than to gain that 


Room in your Affection, which you tell me Fhave- 
there; and to beg you to continue me ſo ineſtima - 
ble a Bleſſing. If I found you inclin'd to grant 


me this, the next Favour I would beg of you, would. 


be, to return my humble Thanks to thoſe Ladies, 


who, you fay, do condeſcend to think of me ſome- 
times, in all the choiceſt Dreſs of Words, of which 
you are ſo perfect a Maſter. For one of em parti- 


cularly F would be ar the Expence of gathering all 
the Flowers and Graces of Rhetorick, . and would 
immediately write her a Bove-Letter, fo full of 


Ganartry and Tendernefs, that you ſhould tell me at 


my Return Home, that it did not diſpleaſe her. 
Since there are three of em, methinks neither of 
em has any Reaſon to be offended at this Free- 
dom. It would ſhew too much Cruelty in em, 
to deprive me of the Liberty of my Wiſhes, an 
hinder me of entertaining myſelf with this imagi- 
nary Happineſs, fince it is the only Satisfaction I 
have left me. I begin now to have ſtronger Hopes 
of my Return than hitherto I have had. The 
Pleaſure l ſhall have in leaving this Place, wilt 
make ' me. ſufficient Amends for the Vexations I 
have found in it; and I feel by way of Advance, 
Part of the Joy I ſhall receive, when Fam. ſo hap-- 
Py as to fee you. Thus, Sir, you may a re 
there is a Mixture in all Things. Good and III 
are huddled and blended together; and when ei- 
ther of them is not to be found in the Top, you 
may certainly expect to find it at the Bottom. EF 
am as yet uncertain which Way to ſteer my Courſe; 
but Fam inclin'd, upon ſecond Thoughts, to take 


Shipping at Lion. Had it been left to my own: 


Choice, 


Monfieur Vottort's Letters: 87 


Choice, I would have ventur'd thro* France, let 
the Event have been what it would: Not that I 
have a Mind to be thought over-confident, or love 
to take, as you would infinuate, a dangerous Way, 
when I may take another: But I was always of 
Opinion, that the ſhorteſt is the ſafeſt, - Beſides, 
to tell you the Truth, I could never fancy I was 
born to be hang'd. However, lam commanded 
to take another Way; and the Perſons to whom 
you have . ven an abſolute Power over me, and 
who, in Juſtice, ought to exercife it over the whole 
World, have {6 poſitively order'd it, that I dare 
not ſo much as to deliberate on the Matter. In 
the mean time, while they command me not to 
hazard myſelf by Land, they make me vely upon 
the Sea and Pirates: Yet F may fafely telb you, I 
_ 8 and am 1 of the ( . 
which may delay my Happineſs of ſeeing you. As 
for the reſt 1 ny trouble myſelf. provide 
ed I may ſoon arrive at my Journey's End, and 
find an Opponrunily to make it appear one Day, by 
my Services, that you have beſtow'd your Favours 
upon one who has a grateful Senſe of em, and-is, 
with the utmoſt Suter,, 900 3007 
0 Madrid, June II vn ht SIR, 1 2 
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Ju eg eg Bt, my Conſcience, I may ſafely 
tell you, that I paſs my Days without Light, and 
my Nights without the leaſt Sleep ;. At leaſt this 
has been my conſtant Courſe of Life ever fince I 
left Madrid, In ten Nights I have made a ſhift. to 
perform ten Days Journey, and am arriv'd at Gra- 
nada without ſeeing the Sun, unleſs it were juſt as 
he was riſing in the Morning, or a little before he 
went to Bed at Night. He is ſo very dangerous 
here, that the Compariſon which ſome of our 
Poets make between his Rays and their Miſtreſ- 
ſes Eyes, will hold good no longer; for what they 
perform only by Figure and Allegory, he actually 
effects in this Climate. In ſhort, he burns every 
thing that beholds him; and any living Creature 
that can look upon him without Roaſting for it, 
may, for all I know; be able to live comfortably, in 
a Furnace. However, I have bad the good Luck. 
to eſcape him, for which-I am beholding to the 
Night, for I always took care to keep the whole 
Harth between his Worſhip and me At preſent. 
— my Time moſt deliciouſly in the Shade of a 
Mountain of Snow, which does this City the Ho- 
nour to cover it. Three Days ago in Serra Morena 
I ſaw the individual Place, where Don Quixote, of 
bleſſed Memory, and Cardenio, met upon the Road; 
and the very ſame Day I ſupt at the Inn, where 
the famous Adventures of Dorothea were accom- 
pliſh'd. This Morning I took a Turn in the anci- 
ent. Ahambra, croſs'd the noted Square of Vivaram, 
bla; and the Street where I lodge boaſts a Name, 
ten times longer than a Welb Epedigree, for tis 
call'd La Calle de Abenamer Muley Benand Moro de la 
Morera. Lau can't.imagine what a great, Satisfac- 
tion it was to me, to ſee theſe Things which L. 
Had fo often thought of; but, Madam, it was in- 
finitely more Pleaſure to me, to think on certain 
Things which I had ſometimes ſęen. Tho' I muſt 
own, that the Objects that daily preſent. tre 
HGH ;v | ves 
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ſelves to my Eyes, are extreamly beautiful and 
fine, yet my Imagination perpetually obliges me 
with ſomething which is 1nfinitely brighter; ſo 
that I would not change the Images my Memory 
'F furniſhes me with, for all the richeſt Sights in the 
EZ Univerſe. Yeſterday, caſting my Eyes on the 
Walks and Fountains of Generaliſa, and wiſhing I 
could be ſo happy as to meet thoſe celebrated 
3 Beauties of the Rumantick Age, Galiana, Zaida, 
and Daxara, juſt in the very Equipage and Habit 
as they were when they liv'd in this finful World, 
I could not forbear to wiſh the good Company of 
another Perſon, who, to do her Fultice, is a thou- 
ſand Times more charming and amiable, and 
would eclipſe the greateſt Beauties in the World, 
ſhould they preſume to appear in the ſame Hemi- 
ſphere wich her. By thels Tokens, as I take it, 
Madam, I have ſufficiently deſcrib'd her to you: 
But is it not a moſt horrid and lamentable Thing, 
that I ſhould be forc'd to obſerve ſo much Artifice: 
in my Language, and that I dare not fay for my 
Life that it is your Lady ſhip I mean all this while ?: 
For your Comfort, Madam, you may give me 
Leave to diſplay fome of my Compliments now, 
being at the Fountain head of Gallantry, from 
whence it has ſpread itſelf all over the Earth. 
From this Place I deſign in four Days to reach 
Gibraltar, and from thence to make a ſmall Trip 
to Ceuta, in order to viſit the Place of your Nati- 
vity, and pay my Reſpects to your noble Parents, 
the lawful and undoubted Monarchs of all the Fo- 
reſts and Deſarts of that ſpacious Country. Now, 
Madam, as I ſhall give them a full Account of 
your Ladyſhip, ſo I humbly deſire you to da the 
ſame for me to all your Friends; and 8 
to aſſure three of them, that let Fortune diſpoſe 
of me where ſhe pleaſes, my better Part, mean - 
ing my Soul, ſhall be everlaſtingly with them. 
As for your ſelf, Madam, I need not at this = 
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of Day give myſelf the Trouble to inform you, 
that no Man reſpe&s and honours you more than 
myſelf ; for you cannot but know, that I am but 
$00 m⁰,uUſ l 25 1 ih 
- | Madam: !!;; 1 | is | 
oy Tour humble Servant, &. 


To Monfieur De CHAUDEBONNE. 
„ LETTER” XXXIX, 


STR, 

. Y Write to you in Sight of the Coaſt of Barbary : 
There is but a Channel between us of about 
three Leagues over, tho” it is the Ocean, and the 
Mediterranean Sea together You would be ſurpriz'd 
to ſee a Man fo far off, who takes ſo little Plea- 
ſure in' Rambling, and who was in ſuch Hatte to 
return to you: But the Advice I receiv'd, that 
this Seaſon was very improper for Navigation, by 
Reaſon of the great Calms, and that I ſhould find 
it very difficult to embark before September, has 
given me at once an Inclination and Leiſure to 
purſue this Voyage; for I choſe rather to ſuffer 
the Fatigue of Travelling, than the Lazineſs of 
Madrid. So that after having ſeen at Granada all 
that remains of the Magnificence of the Mooriſo 
Kings, EI Albambra*, the + Zaccatin, and that fa - 
8 Tt. 4.213 mous 


*A ſtrong Fortreſs in the City of Granada in 
Spain, above all the other Buildings in the City, with 


5 
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the Royal Palace, and a Monaſtery of Franciſcans 


in it, built by the MooriÞ Kings. The Name, in 
Arabict, ſignifies Red Caſiiem. 

q A Quarter in the ſame City, ſignifying the 

Brokery, an Arabick Word. 
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mous Place the || Vivarambla, where I had formerly 
imagin'd ſy many Tilts and Tournaments. I am 
juſt come to the Point of Gibraltar: From whence, 
as ſoon as they ſhalt have equipp'd me a Frigat, 
T hope to paſs the Sweights, ind vifit' Ceata ; and 
coming back from thence, to take the Road of 
Cates, St. Lucar, and Sevil, and ſo to Lisbon. Hither- 
to, Sir, I have not repented of this CPs, 
which at this Time of the Lear has ſeem'd raſh 


to all the World. Andalowſia has reconcil'd me to 


all the reſt of Hain; and having paſs'd in it ſo 
many other Parts, I ſhould be ſorry not to have 
ſeen it in the only Place where it appears beauti- 
ful. You'll think it ſtrange, that I'praiſe a Coun- 


try where it is never cold, and where the Sugar- 


canes grow: But, in Recompence, I can aſſure 
you, they have ſuch Melons, that *twere worth 
coming four hundred Leagues to taſte them; and 
that Country, for which a whole People wander'# 
ſo long in the Wilderneſs, could not be, in my 
Opinion, much more delicious than this is; I am. 
attended here by Slaves, who are handſome e- 
nough to be my Miſtreſſes; and it is permitted 
me every where to gather Palms without Danger. 


This Tree, for which all ancient Greece has fought, 
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which is not to be found in France, but in our 
Poets, is here no ſcarcer than the Olive-Trees ; 
and there is not an Inhabitant on this Coaſt, who 
has not more of them than all the C. You may 
behold, at one View, the Mountains charg'd with 
Snow, and Vallies cover'd with Fruit. 'They have 
Ice in Auguſt, and Grapes in Fanuary: Summer and 
Winter here are always mix d together; and when 
the Year grows cold in other Countries, and whi- 
tens all the Earth, here it is ever green with Law- 
rels, Orange- trees, and Mirtles. I confeſs, Br I 
| Rs ad 1 endea-! 
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A Gate of the ſame City; in Arabick, the Sandy 
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endeavour to make it ſeem as beautiful to you as. 
I can; and having complain'd to you formerly of 
the Ill I have: met with in Hain, if Ido not re- 
tract what J have ſaid, I think I am oblig'd, at 
leaſt, to repreſent to the beſt Advantage, whate- 
ver J find that's good in it: In the mean Time 
mu wonder that a Man, ſo much a Libertine as 
am, ſhould be in Haſte to quit all this, to go and 
look a Maſter. But I'll ſwear ours is ſuch a one, 
that there can be no Pleaſure that, ought: to be 
E to the Honour and Satisfaction of ſerving 
im. Liberty, which is eſteem'd the moſt charm- 
ing Thing in Nature, is not ſo deſirable as his 
Highneſs. You know how little Lam inclin'd to 
Flattery.; and one of the moſt remarkable Quali- 
ties which diſtinguiſhes my Lord, is that he can- 
not ſuffer it. But it muſt be acknowledg'd, that 
beſides the eminent Virtues which are owing to 
the Greatneſs of his Birth, bis Affability, his. 
good Nature, the Beauty and Vivacity of his In- 
enuity, the Pleaſure he takes in hearing witty: 
Things, and the Grace with which he ſpeaks them 
himſelf, are A can hardly be found 
any where, to that Degree, as they appear in him; 
and if it were only to ſee ſomething extraordinary, 
that I ramble about the World, what need I give. 
myſelf the Trouble to go ſo far, when I ſhould do- 
much better to keep near his Perſon. I examine 
every Thing I ſee, with more Curioſity than I na- 
turally have; that when the Time ſerves I may 
give a ſatisfactory Account to his Highneſs; and L. 
am well aſſur'd, that when I ſhall have once had 
the Honour to di ſcour ſe with him about theſe Mat- 
ters, he will know them ever after better than I 
The prodigious Memory of this Prince has. 
been a mighty Comfort to me during my Ab- 
ſence; for having had the Honour to be in it ſome 
Time ago, I don't queſtion but I have a Place 
there ſtill ; becauſe I can hardly imagine, that I 
ava 
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am ſo unfortunate, as to he the only Thing he e- 
ver forgot. His Highnefs, who IDE forgot a 
Tribune nor an Adile, nor even a Legionary Sol- 
dier who has once been nam'd in Hiftory, will not 
] believe, forget one of his humble * and 
the whole Globe being in his Imagination better 
repreſented than in any Map of the World, let 
me go never ſo far, I need not fear for that, to go 
out of the Honour of. his Remembrance. Ne Fe: 
" -thelcfs, I umbly intreat you, Sir, (you, h 

ſo much Goodneſs procure me all "Sorts of 110 
nours and Advantages) to find an O portunity to 
tell my Lord, how much I deſire to (ate the Ho- 
Nour to kiſs his Hand, and the Prayers I make con- 
tinually for a Liſe of ſo great Conte uence to all 
Mankind. If after this ſs deſite any hing more 
of JOU, 'tis only that you would be Pleasd to ny 

e, that Time ſhall not diminiſh the Share 

Lare ſo liberally'given me in your Affection: 

ſee how far the Exceſs of mine has carry'd on 
that it makes me doubt the moſt generous Man 
alive. You, who know, Sir, Wyn in all thoſe that 
love much, "there are. always I dme Motions that 
are not conformable to Reaſon: Pardon, I beſeech 
den this Fear, and conſider that I am exeuſable, 

Xing Wn ſo mart Ade „ 
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Should be be 1140 is e hs ee of 
Barlemont and vn Princefs of Ba Pharithn made 
90 that Teterpally think pf them, at one 
of the Extremities of Exvepe,. and that 1 ani now 
going to croſs the Sea, on Purpoſe to inform my 
elf, Whether Africa, which was always fam'd for 
W can produce any Thing, ſo rare as be 

elves, ' 
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TD Mademoiſelle PA u IRT. 
LETTER ME. 


Aeg Ts got wit of ig, end have page 
141 the Strait, which gives Limits to it; yet the 
Sea that lies between-us, can ſtifle nothing of the 
Paſſion I have for you; and tho? the Slaves. of 
Chriſtendom arc free when they touch upon this 
Coaft, I am never the leſs yours for that. Do not 
wonder to ſee me break. forth into Gallantries ſo 
openly ; the Air of the Country hath inſpir'd into 
me ſomething of impolite Aflutance more thab 
ordinary; and you may eaſily perceive T a 
grown more confident. than ever; and when | 
write again, expect to find me as a Turk does a 
Moor. But for all that, you ſhould not take it ill, 
to be diverted with Love at this Diſtance and'i 
7 were but gut of Curiofity, you ſhould be gla- 
0 ſee the Love-Letters of Barbary, There wanted 
in your Adventures that of having an humble Ser- 
vant beyond the Seas; and as you have ſome of 
all Qualities, it were but reaſonable you ſhould 
have Tome in all Quarters of the Globe. Yefter- 
day I grav'd your Name upon a Mountain, not 
very much lower than the Stars, fem ng fre 
may be diſcover'd ſeven Kingdoms ; and to Mor- 
row I ud Challenges to the Bimpetors of Moroago 
and Fez, wherein 1 offer to maintain, that, Africa 
never Rk} any. Creature ſo. beautiful and ſo 
cruel as yourſelf, When that's done, Madam, my 
Buſineſs. here is at an end; but only to go and ſee 
your Friends, 0 whom I intend to propoſe the 
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Marriage, which has made ſuch a Noile one 
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time fince, and-endeavour to gain their Conſent, 
that there be no farther Delay in that Matter, 
And for what IJ hear, they are People not very 
eaſy of Acceſs, I ſhall be much troubled to find 
them; I have been told, they ſhould be at the 
Bottom of Lybia ; and that the Lions of that Quar- 
ter are lefs, both as to Nobility and Growth, 
There are ſome young ones ſold here,” which are 
extreamly handſome'; I'am' reſoly'd to ſend you 
half a Dozen of them, inſtead ' of the Spaniſh 
Gloves; for I know you will eſteem them more, 
and they are cheaper. You may have the pret- 
tieſt that can be here for three Crowns ; it is but 
Play with them to carry away a Man's Arm or 
Hand at leaſt ; and, yourſelf excepted, I never 
ſaw any Thing more agreeable. '- Pray be pleagd - 
to prepare Mrs, Anne to converſe with them, and 
to give them the Place of Dorinda. I ſhall-ſend 
them by the firſt Ship that ſails from this Place 
and I wiſh to Heavens I could come along with 
them, to throw myſelf at you Feet I There it is, 
Madam, where they will have. the Occafion to be 
the cruelleft Creatures in the World, and think 
themſelves to be Kings of all their Brethren z 
but the greateſt Afurance I can give, that the Air 
of Africa hath inſtill'd ſome Barbarity into me; is, 
that I have written three Pages, and thought to 
have finiſh'd my- Letter without ſpeaking of M. 
D. R. I affure you, whete- ever I am, ſhe is always 
in my Heart and Remembrance; and even at this 
Moment, Benche di tanta lontananta, 1: fo huniliffims 
riverenza ; and Fam her moſt huthble and moſt 
dutiful Servant Branbanb. While 1 am outwf Chri- 
Rendom, I dare not fay any thing to Madam 4 
C. for Mademoiſelle ds R I believe ſhe 
will not wiſh'me the worſe for it: I hope one Dax 
to be out of her Debt, for the great Pleaſure | 

Had in hearing the Adventures of Acidalts; by en- 
tertaining her with my own. 1 ſhall ene, 

5 wit 
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with Things very ſtrange and incredible, and for 
ker Fables I ſhall give her Hiſtory. Your Servant 
bath ſtill in my Mind, the Place his Merit, and 
the Affection he honours me with, may juſtly 
claim. There is a Friend of yours, Madam, I 
love fo paſſionately, that I forgot my Duty, and 
withal to tell you how much 4 honour and reſpect 
him: The infinite Deſire I have to continue in 
his Remembrance, hath almoſt put me upon an 
Indiſcretion ; for without confidering the Motives 
which might diſſwade me, there wanted but lit- 
tle that 1 had written to him, and had reſolv'd to 
begin as follows. 


1 Could not forbear writing to you, were it only 
1 out of a Humour of dating my Letter from 
Ceuta. After I had ſurvey'd the Palaces of the 
Kings of Granada, and the Habitation of the Aben- 
cerrages, 1 was likewiſe deſirous to ſee the Countr 

of Rodomont and Agramant, and be acquainted wieh 
the Soil that produc'd all thoſe great Men: 
PAY Che furo'al tem 0, che paſſaro I Mori, $6594. 4d 3 
„D' Africa # Mar” ein Francia Tequer tanto. 


eng ty 4 tort I 191 Fee 
I believe this Beginning, Madam, would have 
made his Mouth water for the reſt, which I would 
have continu'd after this Manner. 
If your Inclinations are not chang'd, I am con- 
fident, my Lord, you will not cenſure this Cu- 
riofity ; and that amongſt the Felicitics that ſur- 
rounds you, there are certain Moments when you 
envy, the Condition of a poor wretched Exile. If 
I can get a Paſa, as I hope I hall, from Ttuan, 
and that the Alarbes, who rove about the Country, 
do not hinder my Deſign; I ſhall have the Satis- 
faction, in ſome Days, to ſee a whole City full of 
'Turbants, a People that ſwear by no other Name 
than Alba, and African Ladies, who have 1 8 
+ pd | g 1 Ar- 
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barbarous about them, but the Name; and altho? 
they are burnt by the Sun, are yet fairer, and caſt 
a greater Brightneſs than he. This Country, my 
Lord, where Women are not Fools, neither cold 
nor cruel; they are all amorous, full of Fire and 
Spirit, and which ſome will never think a Far- 
thing the worſe, that they never 40 to Confeſſion. 
By Jo Pleaſure 1 take in ſeeing all theſe Things, 
my Lord, you may very eaſily gueſs, that it is not 
always Fortune that makes Men happy; and that 
there is not any ſo bad, wherein there may not be 
ood Occaſions, if a Man can but happen on them. 
hile you are taken up with your good Fortune, 


and are troubled to make your Agvantages of it, 


and to employ it well, I enjoy Leiſure and Liber- 
ty, wherein my Misfertune leaves me. Methinks 
now I am depriv'd of France, I am in Poſſeſſion of 
all the World beſides; and that I ought no more 
to quarrel at the Deſtiny which forc'd me thence, 
than People, troubled with the Lethargy, ſhoul 
with-thofe that ſtrike and pinch them, that the 
might awake. Inſtead of pending my Life among 
ten or twelve-Perſons, in five or fix Streets, intwo 
or three Houſes, I change Place now every Hour; 
Lice Mountains, Deſarts, Precipices, Flowers; and 
ruits, which I never had heard nam'd; different 
Nations, Rivers, and Seas. I was not acquainte@' 
with. Every Day I change Cities, every Week 
Kingdoms; I croſꝭ in a Moment out of Europe into 
Africk, and I could with more Eaſe find out 4a 
Source of Nile, than I could have done ſome Time 
ago that of Rongit. If this Condition, my Lord, 
admits not the Enjoyment you find in the, Con- 
verſatien of the only moſt admir'd Perſon, 
Earth affords, I, at leaſt, want theſe Hours of Di- 
ſtraction and Melancholy, which poiſon even the 
Soul, and can, in an Hour at leaſt, break the ſtrong- 


ceſt Heart in the World. In this State of Tnnocedcy 
I ſolicir Heaven eyery Day te fbr 
Mone ut C1 * n 1 


wherein Llive, 
4 . F 
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ſerve yeu from it, and that it would long continue 
in = Perſon, the pureſt Generoſity of our Age, 
and ſo many- other excellent Qualities it has be- 
Now'd on — If after this, I may advance a 
particular Wiſhes for myſelf, it is, That after ſs 
many Wanderings, I might have the Honour to 
entertain you therewith; and aſſure you; my Lord, 
that I reſent, as I ought the eſſential Obligations 
J have to be Ck Toy Than hn Let 


But, Madam, of a Man · which ſhould have writ- 
ten Love-Letters to you, methinks T introduce 
many Things which could not have been admit - 
ecd there. You ſee what it is to be vert'd in it, 
and to have kept me ſb long in Suſpence ; if you 
had given me Leave at the Beginning to have 
Jent you of that Kind, Icould at this preſent have 
written excellent ones, and ſhould not end my Lot · 
ter ſo fimply as 1 do, by: telling you, I am, ö 
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Ei: Lion; with his whole Family, atid ſome: 
of his-Friends, having been forc'd, for ſom: 
Reaſons of State, todepart Lybia, I could not thin 
of any Place, were be might retire with more 
Safety, or more Honout, than near you; and he is 
ſomething happy in hie Misfortunes, if they — 
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cure him the Acquaintance of ſa excellent a Per- 
Ion, He is deſcended, in a richt Line, from” an 
illuſtrious Lion, that about three or four hundred 
Years Ace 88 reign'd in the Mountain Caucaſus 
from one of whoſe Grand- children, it is affirm 4 
here, came your great Grand-Father, who was 
the brit elch, the Lions of Africa that came in- 
to Europe, The Honour he _ in being a Re- 
dation to you, puts me in Hopes you'll enter- 
fain him With} more Mildneſs and Compaſſion 
than 704 are wont to have; and I believe you will 
think_it no Manner of Dif] paragement to be & 
Sanctuary to perſetuted Lions, This will ex- 
treamly add to your Reputation through all Bar- 
bary, where you are already eſteem'd beyond any 
Thing on 7 Side the Seas; where not a Day 
paſſes but I Kea of be of your « celebrated Acti- 
ons, If you can help them, by any pretty Inven- 
tion, to diſguiſe bor From ho des human 2 e, 
vou will do them a tranſcendent Favour; 

that Means they might do much more nies 
with mpg Tapugity, But if this _ the Socket 


you will G communicate, ay, K. coll 
209 0 F Pp. by affb Aeg in efuge, 
ance o F Your Ab re 19570 
Bae 5 are accounted the erbelel and mo 
A 


lavage all the Country, which I conceive you 

extreamly pleas d with. There axe amongſt 

0 res ſome Wh! eps, Who, by Reaſon of theit 

1 5 , only. kill hildren, and worry Lambs; 
ut 


Jn; Tine I am apt to 0 they Will prove 
od. ones, an 885 to. ttue and G ge 

Be their Fore- Fathers, Kast, Tam confided 
1 85 will fad nathing aboat You — that ſhall” make 
Dem N r abate their Courage; and that 
they ſha ſhall 2 * well brought up, as 1 they had 


taken 1 5 f If giags ſu the had Foreſts of 

e 1 Hope LEN Confidence, that 2 
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neroſity might oblige. ou to. do for them, I de 
— ve you Thanks for the good Entertainment 
all afford them, _ aflure you, that I am, 


0 humble Servant," 
5 1 * . . 9 5 wo Deng 01 
— i 83 
FE ts is; * Sodernor of the e 
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fo: left Madrid, 11 Have 0 A, before 
came hither, two hundred and ft Saniß 
Leagues, which ; are little leſs than five hundred 
French: This is pretty 13 ood Hiſp ſpatehl for a Man, 
whoſe Legs were fo ftiff, and e ALE bi ts be 601 
5 could — Walk. I the vght all m Tang we 
1 when, at my coming to this Face, I foun 
Letters you Fee Pleard to ſend me, date 


the third Day of Fly. And tho? at Sev! I met 
with the whole og of of the Hau Flota, and 
was ſhew'd {ix Millio old ih opt e 
yet, I may ſay, I -haye ſeen no Treaſutes ſo 

as thoſe you. fant ; ME: You may, ealily imagine the 
Satisfaction i 1t 84 & me, to feceive 19 man Teſti- 
monies of Piienaſhie and Affection ont all the 
amiable Perſons in he World, And this Joy would 
have been too great, to have been ſupported by a 
Man who is ſo Perle accuſtom d to it, if it had ge 
been maijigated by the News You ſend me of yo 


ing ever "till pow could the Ch ße | 
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eonquer my Patience; but it has now found a Way 
to do it, by taking me tliere; and the Pain touches 
me in my tendereſt Part, when it attacks you. It 
nves me. great Affliction to fee that my Soul is 
Gvided in two Bodies ſo weak as yours and mine; 
and that I muſt generally expect to be fick, either 
with your Illneſs or my own, In ſhort, Madam, I 
find I muſt look out for Remedies more effectual 
than the Ejeade We ſhall be forc'd at laſt to ſub» 
mit to the Preſcriptions of the Doctors; and tie 
better to loſe one Virtue than two. Charity, which 
is the principal of all Virtues, obliges us.to have 
Compaſſion upon ourſelves ; and ſince Sickneſs'and 


Diſtempers are the Effects of Sin, and the Curſes 


it brings upon us, we ought to do all we are able, 
to eſcape them, and preſerve our Health. Tou 


are even more concern'd than me, to take this 
Advice; for I am at preſent in a better State of 


Health than ordinary; and the Trouble and Fa- 
tigue of the Journey, Have deliver'd me, for ſome 
Time at leaſt, from all Apprehenſton of Hlneſs, 
If you'll follow the ſame Regimen, I'll expect you 
in Enzland, and conduct you alt about, according to 
the Cuſtom of the Kingdom of Logres, I parted 
from Madrid, contrary to every Body's Advice, 
with the little Prudence you know the Philoſo- 


Phers of your Hutband's Sect have in every thing 


that regards Pleaſure; and in a Seaſon, when the 
Spaniards hardly dare peep: out of their Houſes, Þ 
undertook to travel over the greateſt Part of Spain, 
and to paſs the Month of Ag. in the very hotteſt 
Part of all Eure: Yet, thank God, F have effect. 
ed it; and now Fam in Portugal, I laugh at thoſe 
who told me I ſhould certainly die in 4ndalufes, 
Without lying, Madam, 'tis no ſmall Glory to you, 
to have been able to Kindle a Flame in the Heart 
of ſo cold a Man as T am The Sun, which parches 
1 1175 Earth, and butns the Rocks, has had much 
a 


o even to warm me; and alt the Ineonveniency 
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I have met with in this Voyage, is lying a little 
uncover'd one Night. Three Men that ſer out with 
me, were forc'd to be left behind. But neither the 
| Heat, nor Wearineſs, nor the Fatigue there is in 
travelling in this Country, have been able to top 
me; and tho' I have met with a great many Beds 
orſe furniſh'd than thoſe of Vi#eroy, and ſeyeral 
Chambers more inconvenient than thoſe of Panfou ; 
nay, tho' I have hardly had a Wink of Sleep for 
theſe three Months, which is worſt of all; yer, EF 
am arriv'd here more ſound and 19 than ever E 
was. No longer imagine then, that Pm the weak 
Creature you were formerly acquainted with z 
Im quite another Man; I am grown full fix Fin-. 
I Journey; my Complection is exceſ- 
' yely burnt, my Viſage longer than it us'd to be, 
y tore-Tecth are cloſer, my Eyes black, my 
Beard black; and, according to the Notion I have 
of the Baron de Villeneuve, | am now more like him 
*han\Mopfeur a Sie. My Teck, which was 


; CL nCAf: | 93} 222 
before partly mild, and partly filly, is now quite 
another Thing z only.my E50 Pe fill continue 
o be join'd, which is the Sign of a very great 
— I hope in three or four Days, to 1 he · 
ther I can endure the Hardſhips of the Sea, as 
well as I can the other; and when an Egli Sbip, | 
which has already got two Thirds of its 19 
has got it all, we ſhall be gone, God willing, with £ 
the firſt Wind. It muſt be conſeſs d, Madam, my * 
Fortune. has ſomething. in it very whimſical G if 
who formerly could hardly endure to tir out 

Town, tho' in the beſt Company upon Earth, have 
now been farther than Hercule, and paſs'd his Pil - 
lars a Month e and whereas I could not bear 
the leaſt Wind in Madam de Ramboui lets Cham» 
ber, I am now going to brave. two and thirty 
Winds, in the midſt of the Ocean and of Winter, 


Yer, even this is not the.greateſt Danger 6 5 
go thro'; thirty Barbary $hips, which cba _ ere · 
| ; outs, 
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abouts, ſtrike more Terror into thoſe that ſet Sail 
from hence, than a Tempeſt it ſelf would. Id 
very fain know if e'er a Conjurer of em all could 
have told him two Years ago, if he had ſeen me 
in St. Dennis*s, Street, with my ſtarch'd Band on. 
that I ſhould in a ſhort Time run the Riſque of 
rowing in the Gallies of Algier, or being devour'd 
by the Fiſhes of the Aralantic Ocean, But in caſe 
it is decreed I muſt be takenPriſoner by. Pyrates, 
Ewiſh, at leaſt, I may fall into the Hands of that 
famous Corſair I have formerly heard Mademoi- 
ſelle de Rambouiuet ſpeak of, and whoſe very Name 
12 me an Inclination for him: If Mademoiſelle 
de Rambouilet can gueſs it at four Times, and after · 
wards na me it without laughing; Pll give her a 
little Comb, which was preſented to me Yeſter- 
day, and was made for the Qeen of China, How - 
ever, I have no great heed to trouble my ſelf as 
bout paging Ranſom, or purchafing my Free- 
dom; for the Captain of the Ship has afſur d me, 
that if it comes to that, he blow it up. A top» 
ping Expedient this! One had as good embark 
with an Anabaptiſt. But, which is moſt remark- 
able, and falls out very comically, and upon m 
Honeſty, I don't tell a Word of a Lie, the Ship 
go in, has nothing in it but me and eight hundred 
ogſheads of Sugar; ſo that if I come ſafe” to 
Port, I ſhall be preferv'd ; and if I happen to be 
= 2 I am = — die in —ä— 
leave you to judge it twas poſſible to have lit” 
na Veſſel — fit for me. After this, tis im- 
poſſible my Voyage ſhould prove unhappy, I wiſh 
the Zephyrs may be favourable to me, and before 
this Letter comes to France, I may be in Envland, 
I humbly beg you, Madam, to do me the Favour 
to tell the firſt of the two Ladies I have juſt men- 
tion'd, that tho' I change Place ſo'often, yet ſhe is 
fure to keep that which ſhe always had in my Me- 
mory. Every Object offers it ſelf to my Sight, 
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puts me in Mind of her, and every Time I ſee a 
magnificent Building, an agreeable Proſpect, a 
noble City, or any other curious Work, either of 
Art or Nature, I wiſh for her, and long te know 
what Judgment ſhe would make of it. That which 
Me has lately given in my Favour, makes me bet- 
ter pleas'd with my ſelf, than ever I was in my 
Life before; and the Prize ſhe has given me, com- 
ing from ſo good Hands, makes me think it invalua- 
ble: Nothing could have happen'd ſo much to my 
Advantage, as the receiving this Henour from one 
who is ſo good a Judge; and of whom it may be juſt- 
iy {aid, that no Lady ever underſtood Gallantry: 

much, and Gallants ſo little. I could only wiſh; 
that in doing me this Favour, I had been inform d 
of it in other Terms than that ſhe gave, el precios 
de mas gulan al Re Chiquitto. I think it had been e- 
nough to have ſaid, Chico; but in the Style of the 
Eady who wrote it, I wonder ſhe did not even ſay 


Chiguittico, Yet this might be done with. a ; good. 


Deſign ; and the Glory I receiv'd, was ſo great, 
that it was not impropet to put me in mind of m 
Littleneſs. I do what I can to defend her Good 
neſs ; for I own it would now be Ingratitude to 
complain of her, when ſhe has done me ſo much. 
Honour as to write to me. At the very Time that 
Me upbraids me with my Eittleneſs, ſhe ſets me 
above all the World, and with a Sheet of Paper 
makes me the greateſt Man in Fance. That which 
I have receiv'd' from her, is fo excellent, and ſa 
full of Politeneſs, that after it, I can't tell whether 
I ſhall either have Time or Aſſurance enough e- 
ver to write to her. I am never ſo proud, as when 
I receive a Letter from her; and never ſo hum- 
ble, as when I go about to anſwer it, and conſider 
how much my Wit is inferior to hers. F would 
willingly ſay ſomething, Madam, of that Lady, 
who will be always prais d, but never ſo much as 
ſhe deſerves; and 1 could wiſh there were Words 

| Ie as. 


* 


Monſfienr V o1tuRE's Letters. 105 


as fine, and good as ſhe herſelf is, that I might 
ſpeak of her as I would do: But no Language in 
the World can do it; and Thought itſelf, with its 
utmoſt: Force, can but juſt arrive at Strength e- 
nough to conceive ſomething worthy of her. 1 
thank Madam de Clermont for my not having been 
kill'd by the extreme Heats of Andaluſia, and for 
having had fair Weather both Times I croſt'd the 
Streights, I beg her to continue her Favqurs to me, 
and to believe I can never for t ſuch ſolid Oblj- 
gations. In my Paſſage. from Hence to England, Þ- 
ſhall be thoroughly. inform'd how far the Affecti- 
on ſhe honours me. with, does extend. They ſay 
there are People in Lapland that /e# Wind, butT: 
believe ſhe can give it if ſhe pleaſes ;. and if it is 
not always in my Poop in this Voyage; Ffhalkealt * 
her te an Account about it. With her Permiſſion, 
I humbly kiſs Mrs. Alaſama's Hands; and tho' her 
Inconſtancy is one of the chief Things I prais'd in 
her, I muſt beſtech her to let me have none on't. 
I give her and her Siſter a thouſand Thanks for 
the Honour they are pleas'd to do me, in remem- 
bring me. But, Madam, here's the fifth Page. I 
have writ, without writing a Word to you; and 
when you read ſo many r ae] of others, 
without ſpeaking to you, I think you might be 
afk'd, Why. don't you eat a Bit of the Cike your ſelf 2 
ou know 'tis not my Fault, but yours. If you 
will eat, *tis but ſaying the Word, and I'll ſwear - 
2 have all, and every Body's Share ſhalt” 
be yours: Let, for nr you 
the Tran rts of Joy it ave me to ar, that 1. 
vam. every Inahyof me in the Heart of the Man you 
Edo is. fo much according to mine. I know the 
Place is no Place of Eaſe; don't believe there's 
Spot of Ground in all -Hica fo hot, or a Gulph: 
in the Sea more. toſs'd about, than that; but all 
- this don't hinder me W infinitely at 
my being in it, and holding my elf extreamly happy 
Song nee 
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zn N great a Place in the beſt Heart in al 
France, But fince he has been pleas'd to do me 
Jo much Honour, I humbly beg that, in order to 
make the Obligation compleat, he'll' give you 
Jeave to go into it no farther than any Body elſe, 
and make Room in it for at leaſt half your Body; 
for, upon my Word, Madam, I can't be wholly any 
where, if you an't with me. If he has nin the 
ſame Inclination to do Good, as he us'd to have 
Tm ſure he'll readily grant me this Favour, and 
be very glad to put us there together in private. 
I and very much in need of ſuch an Opportunity, 
that I may, without being heard by ſo many Peo- 
ple, to tell you what I feel for you, to what a De- 


gree I love and honour you, how inſupportable 
your Abſence is to me, how delighted 5 with 


thinking of you, and with how much Zeal I am, 


Madam, ws 
Towr, Gee, 


27 Monſieur de CravDEBONKE: | 


Stn, | 

I Thought I ſhould never have pot out of this 
County, and my ill Fortune ſeem'd to have 
block'd up the Mouth of the Ports of St. Lucas 
and Lisbon. I left Madrid upon Advice that an 
_Exglif Ship was to ſet Sail from Sex] in ſix Weeks; 
and that I might not wait, but come thither juſt at 
the Time, I went round by the Way of Gibraltar 
and Granada. Here fix more are paſt, and I don't 
believe twill go this Month yet. Impatience of 
Kaying ſo long in one Place, made me 2 from 
Sits ence 
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thence hither to Lisben, only to ſee this Town, and 
with an Intent to go back thither again. And tho 
I was inform'd there was no Ship here, yet I re- 
ſolv'd to travel above three hundred and fifty 
Miles, and paſs the Sierra Morena twice, only for 
Diverſion... But as good Luck would have it, 
whilſt I was upon my Journey, there arriv'd an 
Engliþ Ship, in which, God willing, I intend to 
embark. I have waited three Weeks already, and 
in two Days more tis to be quite laden, and then 
**will hoiſt Sail with the firſt fair Wind. Fortune 
drives me about very whimſically ; ſhe made me 
travel thro' Spain in Auguſt, and now ſhe'll make 
me go thro' a Sea-Voyage in November, The Veſ- 
ſel] carries five and twenty Guns, is very ſtout, and 
well arm'd; I believe we ſhall ftand in need of its 
Stoutn for there are a great many Turi about 
the Ccaft, and in this Seaſon I don't think I ſhall 
be unhappy as not to meet with ſome Tempeſt, 
of. which I may one Day give 2 Deſcription. 
This Ship is certainly better than I could have 
expected. The Voyage b much eaſier from hence, 
than from Sevil, and I would not, for a good deal, 
have ſtay'd there, and not have come ta ſee Per- 
tngal. III aſſure you, Sir, Don Manyedl and Sgr. 
Oforia have a fine Eſtate here; and if they 0 
come to it, they would live more comfortably 
than they do at Bruſſels. Liibon is, in my Opinion, 
one of the fineſt Cities in the World, and is as welt 
worth ſeeing. It conſiſts of three Hills, all co- 
ver'd with Houſes and Gardens, which admire 
themſelves in a River three Leagues broad ; and 
the City, which appears in the Tags, is no leſs 


beautiful than that which ſtands on the Banks of 


it ; yet I can't help being uneaſy in it, for I have 
not receiv'd one Letter fince I have been here, 
od I know nothing of what paſſes in the World. 
Fhey have hardly any Notion of any other France, 
than New Frame. Moſt of the People I ſee here, 
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are People of other World; and they have oftener 
News from Cape-Vert and Brafil, than from Paris or. 
Flanders, So that tho“ it ought to be ſome Satisfac- - 
tion to me to be in the Marmalad- Country, and to 
have a Miftreſs who is ſweeter even than that, yet 
alt this don't touch me; and I pray as much to be 
out.on'f, as if I were in Greenland.” What ſtrange 
Things, Sir, Shani Adventures are !:I have been 
as chaſte here, as a Lady whom 1 believe you. 
viſit every Evening; and yet, with all:'my Seve- 
rity, I ſhall one Daz be able to ſhew you ſome 
Eove-Letters written in the Spanif, Portugneſe, and 
Andaluſian Eanguages; and if a. Moorif® Dame, that 
lives by me, could write, Fmight ſhew you ſome 
too in the Guim- Language; but I hope the Wind” 


will ſhortly blow away all theſe Paſſions: and ſend 


me to a Place where I have fome that are more 
ſolid and. better founded. Tou, who have great 
Part of them, may imagine with how much, Im- 
Patience I long for this Happineſs. This T can. 
promiſe you, Tſhall never leave a. Miſtreſs with ſs 
much Content, as when Igo to ſee you; and Twho- 
have defended myſelf all my Lite-time from the, 
Afflictions, the Languiſhings, and the Uneaſineſſes 
of Love,” do at preſent meet with them all in 
Friendſhip. '1 believe, Sir, en and 
eaſily be perſwaded, that a Man for whom you 
have done ſo many good Offices, and to whom 


Jou have given ſuch excellent Inſtructions, cannot 


fail to be grateful. Conſtancy and Gratitude are 
the two Virtues: you have taught me, and I can 
never- uſe them more deſervedly, . than towards 
ou; had F with the utmoſt Generoſity . paid/ you. 
Jouble what Lowe you, I fhould not even then be 


quits. 1 muſt ſtill be indebted” to vou for: that very 


eneroſity, fince. *twas of you 1 learn'd it. Nei- 
ther indeed is it my Deſign to try to acquit my 
felf towards a Perſon, to whom I take ſo muc 
Pleaſure in being oblig'd 3. and beſides that my. 
DO oY Reaſon 
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Neaſon and Inclination give me to you, Lam glad | 
Lam oblig'd to be always, n N * nat 
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O let you ſee that I think your Excuſe ex- 
1 tremely good, I' make Uſe of it myſelf; 
it will be much more neceffary to me, than to 
vou; and” you need not wonder at my — 
it in my Neceſſity, fince E have always lefs Wit, 
and at preſent lefs Time.  You'll' eafily believe 
this, when I tell you I had Notice to Day, that we 
fhoald fet Sail in five Days; ſo that I am to buy 
a Bed, Matreſſes, Bed! cloatlis, a little Plock of - 
Sheep, twenty black Cattle, fiſty Hens, and f 
Coop to put them in; for the Captain won't uns 
dertake to feed the Paſſengers. Befides this; 1 
muſt write to Sevil, to Madrid, to Flanders, to France; 
to my He- Friends, Tradeſmen, and Miniſters of 
State, and to my She-PFriends and Miſtreſſes; and! 
which is moſt troubleſome of all; I have ever 
Day a Portuguefe Riyet-doux: to anſwer; and, to tel 
you the Truth, T can neither read nor underſtani 
it. I'll leave yoo to judge, if ever any Body hai 
bis Hands ſo full of Buſineſs, and if *tis'pofible, 
F ſhould fend you a Letter worth yours, when T 
could not dd it in all my Leiſure, It afforded me 
all the Conſolation:you may imagine it would give 
tu a Man of good' Taſte and fincere Friendſhip; 
and. has, I think; had. a. wonderful Effect in oy 3 
der — 
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for it kept me from being melancholy at not hay- 
ing heard from my Father and Friends in France. 
I wonder I had no Letters by the Poſt. Tho'! tell 
you [I ſhall be gone in five Days, yet I beg. you 
would continue to write to me; for you know the 
Days in this Country are not four and twenty Hour 
Days the 7 are hardly fhorter than thoſe of 
Greenland. I wiſh a Whim to ſee this Country, 
would take hold of the Knight-Erranrt-; for I don't 
know how to give him a more magnificent Title ; 
no Body has 4 good a Genius at inventing fine 
Names, as you have, and L own you could not have 
had a better Subject to employ it upon. Beſides 
that the Ships of &. Lucar are above fourſcore 
Leagues off, 1 don't think they'll ſet Sail this Fort- 
night at leatt ; then he might triumph over ſeve- 
ral Nations; and after having ſet ſo many Caſtilan 
ies: on Fire, he might come and melt fomag 
Portugueſe ones. Really, if I-were fo wiſe as to love | 
no Body that was out of Sight, I could never have 
liv'd more happily than I might have done there 
laſt three Months, remote from Hurry and Huſi- 
. neſs, and without hearing any News, but thoſe 
hich from Time to Time you were pleaſed to 
End me. The true Way to get Wealth and Gay; 
ety, is 0 let the Body be ee, and the Mind 
at ; and this gary we travelling: Things 
generally. fall out croſs 5 and when we think to 
take our Eaſe, we commonly have moſt Buſineſs, 
The hardeſt Trot of a reſty Mule, the worſt Wea · 
ther, and the deepeſt Roads, are not half ſo tor- 
ing as an unlucky Affair. You may therefore 
be ſure I am wonderfully pleas d with the Defign 
ou have form'd of putting it out of the Power 
of Fortune to cheat you, and of quitting her as a2 
dangerous Miſtreſs: Her Careſſes and Averſion 
are Fanally in be fear'd ; with either of them ſhe 
kills her Lovers; and thoſe who look upon her 
Farous as real Goods, are much more 1 235 
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than thoſe who tale a Cat for a Pigeon. If I had not 
concluded with this Piece of Drollery, I ſhould 
have been too ſerious for a Man who is ſo little 
us'd to be ſs, and whois in fo much Haſte. When 
you have a Mind to retire from the World, I'll go 
with you, and welll go into ſome Place where we 
— call every Thing how we pleaſe: Like Adam 

we'll give new Names to Things; and when we 
run directly counter to all the reſt of Mankind 
arid call that Good which they call Bad, we 
then agree in the true Meaning. But till that hap- 
penis, and whilſt I remain in the World, I defire 
you would, with the utmoſt Care, preſerve for me 
the Friendſhip of the Gentlemen you name. 
There is not one of the Count de Mares Recom : 
endations, but what I prize at the Rate of a 
lions l you knew the Wealth of the Flte, 
you would know the Value of what you have ſent 
me. If Count Stwfe has had the fame Luck with 
Jon, as he had with me, he has ruin'd you by this 
Time; for Jam no Match ſor him, he has won 
my 2 This Loſs you are concern'd in, 
for tis Part of your own proper Goods and Chat- 
tele, being oblig'd to be entirely yours, and more 
than any Body, ene 837 i HT REDR 
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Am not fullyaffar'd who you are ; but Lam 
4 ſure the Letter. I have receiv'd can come from 


none but a vety worthy. Gentleman ; and IL may 


_expett a very great Support in you, if what you: 


me, be true, namely, that you are better able 
to ſerve me, than to write. If you are him Lfancy 
2 to be, this Happindſs could come from — 
y 0 y who eould ma e'it more dear to; mo and fi 
am very glad to find ſo mich Goodneſs in one in 
whom I Rad before obſery'd albother good Qua- 
ties. As in this you have done me more Ho- 
nour than I could have expected, ſo, I'll aflure - 
vou, Sir, I acknowledge it with, more Gratitude 
than vou can 3 ʒ and am no leſs generous in 
my Thoughts of that Eayour, han you were in 
doing it. I believe you have a good. Opinion er 


nough ef me, to believe what I ſay ; and as 


our ſelf, who gain every Body's Heart, only by 
Aline your ſelf be known, you ena your 
being lov'd by thoſe whom you fo particularly. 


_ oblige. But I may affitm, Sir, that among all the 
Reſpect you have gain'd, none can be more fin-. 


cere than mine; and-that-l am, more .than-any-: 
Body, K 
Sir, 3 
Licbon, Offober 22, 1633. Dur, &. 
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To the Marquiſe of MonTAvSTER, 
_ who was afterwards kill d in the 


LETTER XVII. 
TAK] d nad nib bh ogud awed 
J Have read your Letter with all the Content: 
and Satisfaction with which one ought to read 
a Letter that comes from the-mi6ſt lazy and moſt 
deſerving Man in the World. 'Fhere's hs any 
thing wg not expect from your Eri — 5 
fince you have brought yourſelf to take a little 
Pains for my Sake; and tis impoſſible you ſhould 
give me a better Proof of what: you tell me, than 
writing me Word of it. Tet it vexes me to think, 
that notwithſtanding all your Tenderneſs for me, 
there ſhould be one Oceaſion, upon which you did 
not care if | were hang'd. Indeed, Sir, this is æ 
Fault in the Affection you bear me; and I believe 
I may very well take it ill, without being thought 
at all over touchy... PFho', for all this, I am upon 
other Accounts in {6s-much Danger of the Fate you, 
mention, and I ſo earneſtly defire you ſhould have 
what you deſerve,” that if you were to have : 

d 


Crown upon that Condition, I believe verily 
ſhould conſent to be hang'd as ſoon: as you coul 
wiſh. I could more eafily forgive Fortune for 
that Injuſtice, than for not granting you your Due; 
and. refuſing. you a Fitle ſhe has given Monſieur 
d Belay, But fince the Buſineſs does not de 
vpon this, and I may have a hundred Crowns of 
Martyrdom, withoùt getting you eder a Royal one, 
we mult look out for it ſome. other Way $4 and 
4 without 
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without lofing the Eife of one of your Priends 
you muſt owe this Honour only. to your ſelf. i 
promiſe you, in my Courſe thro' ſo many diffe- 
rent Kingdoms, you are always in Free 
and I am continually endeavouring to hammer out | 
fome Project which you may live to execute. 
Some Time ago I {aw ſeven Kingdoms all at one 
Proſpect, of which four were in 4frica, and I wiſh: *' 
you had them; ſor I thought twas a Pity you- 
mould let them remain in the Hands of the 
Moors, But if you ſhould not care to live in Bar- 
bary, we have had Advice here, that the Ifland of 
Madera is juſt veady to revolt, and'willithrow itſelf * 
into the Power of the firſt that will -undertake to 
defend it againſt Spain. ' Pray db but imagine the 
Pleaſure it muſt be, to have a Kingdom of Sugar; 
and how ſweetly we might live in it. Let the | 
Charms and Engagements: of Paris be never ſo 
great, if I know you, they would not be able to 
withhold you upon ſuch an Occaſton; if any thing- 
could detain you; it would be only the Fatigue 
the Voyage, and the Trouble of rifing betimes te. | 
ut Conquerors, Bir,” muſt notalways ſleep til 
Noon. Crowns. are not acquir'd without Toil g: | 
even thoſe which are only of Lawrel and Myrtle, 
are bought with Labour; and Glory is reſolv'd 1 
her Eovers ſhall ſuffer for her. I muſt confeſs ! 
was fomething- amaz'd to find, that Fame gave 
me no News-of you, *rill:you writ yourſelf; «nd F 
believe I am got farther than I thought it was 
poſſible to go, when Ethink that I am in a Coun- 
try where they do not know you. Don't let ſo 
juſt a Reputation as yours is, limited to the 
Foot of vow Piren an Mountains, over which ſo 
many have paſs'd ; come yourſelf to open its Pa- 
ſage; and if the Gazette don't ſay any thing of you, 
make Hiſtory it ſelf render you immortal. As ſor 
the Affront ſome People would make you believe 
I give you, in calling you by a —— 
aan re 
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aſſure you, Sir, you had not the leaſt Reaſon to be 

offended at it. I can prove to you, that Amadis de 

Gaul put an End to his greateſt Adventures, when 

he went by the Name of the Damſei of the Sg.; and 

Amadis de Greece, when he was call'd the Damſel of 
the burning Sword, flew ac great Lyon, and deliver'd 

King Magadar ; but this is one of the Artifices of a 
certain Lady, who having ſworn my Ruin, is vex'd 
to ſee me under the Protection of the braveſt Man 

upon Earth. However, F dare ſay ſhell find it 
very hard to deprive me of yours; for 1 {wear, 
Sir, and I fay this more feriguſly than all the reſt; 

I ſhall always endeavour by UF Sorts of Means and 
Ways, to deſerve the Honour of your Affection. 
"Tis my "Opinion, that it would 'ſhew a Want of 
Wit, Generofity, and Virtue, not to have a per- 
fect Love for a Man in whom all theſe Things are 
viſihle to ſo high a Degree; and I, Who have an 
extraordinary Eſteem for all theſe Qualifications, 
Wherever I meet with chem, muſt particularly re- 
fpect them in Sen. in whom they are join'd to f6. 
many other Graces, and accompany'd with 6. 
much good Nature, 1 therefore beg you to believe, 
that as | know you better than any Body, ſo alſo 
125 know how to honour you; and that whilſt 
| have any Thing Good in me, I can't fail to be, 
1. 15 er 
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5 


Jo the Margquiſs of PINS ANI. 
LETTER ALVI 2 
r 
IF in any Thing I eſteem the two Letters which 
you commended, tis for. having ,procyr'd me 
the Honour of one of yours ;. the Sight of which 
conficm'd me in the; Judgment I. had-long beforg 
made of you, namely, that you, might come to 
make your Siſter and me jealous, and deprive us 
of the Glory of writing well, which, were it not 
for you, we might pretend to. But ſince you have 
o many other, Ways of getting it, pray give us 
ave to have this one, and don't aim at ſo diffi- 
Cult an igen a e as imitating your; Father in 
every Thing 3. who, not ſatisfy'd; with the Repu: 
tatipn ↄf being one of the braveſt Men, in France, 
was reſoly'd to gain that too 1185 ing and writ- 
ing better than every Body elſe. Tis true, Sir, 
ou might hope to arrive at this, as well as him, 
if vou had a Mind to it; but then it would coſt you 
a great deal of Trouble, and you would befides 
Joſe a charming Opportunity of obliging us, and 
giving us an undoubred Proof of your Affection, 


Fe up for our Sakes your Pretenſions to a 
ral 


ſe which you might hade ſo great a Share of 
if you pleas'd. There are others more ſolid and 
more worthy. your Genius; aſpire to them. Tet if 
you think that there are-none,-tho* never ſo incon- 
fiderable, which a Man of Senſe ought to deſpiſe, 
and that *tis the only Thing: he ſhould not be libe- 


ral of, own E have nothing to urge againſt ſo juſt 


an Argument. I know K Siſter has ſo great a 
Love for you, that ſhe'll readily forgivs * the 
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Wrong you may ds her in this Point; and as for 
me, I afl willingly fuffer myſeff to be vanquiſh'd, 
if you are to be my Conqueror; for in lieu of the 
Glory you will ſpoil me of, 1 ſhall have a Share in 
yours, and content myſelf with that of being, 
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me, with all the Deference I ought; and you have 
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To Mademoiſelle De RNOufE Ex. 
IL ue . 
v II. LE 

© 291 61 M07 noGy 2 nhl 160 
is a cheufant Pities ybu dowt'take Pleas 
you undertake it, none can do it with ſg 6bliging 
an Air. I receiv*d' the late Cmpliment you made 
not only allevxdte * Misfortune, but have put 
me in fſome Doubt whether I ſhallicalt it ſu: 


me ſhall laſt no longer than my Unhappimeſs, you 
have almoſt forc'd me to wiſh it may never end. 
Sec Madam, how much my Fate is at your Diſ- 
_ 5 you have, by — bare inſerting of three 
Words, 10 t ontrar1 mean vour 

. Preſence 410 6 of ſence, (Oe 5 hich is cer- 
tainl 


fince you haye told DE, that your Kindneſs for 


the 1 Good, and the other the great- 
eſt if in the World) that I know not whicf is the 
Good, or which is the Ill, and conſequentiy which 
of them to chuſe. However, ſince I mult ſuffer 
one Way or other, I had rather do it in your Pre- 
ſence ; and tho” you are never ſo cruel, yet in my 
Opinion, you can ſRewit * ſo effe&ually, as by 
reluling to ſee me,” I'mult conteſs, Madam, I fear 
93 you 
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you; beyond what you can imagine, and more than 

Thi In! Nature; but wit = forfeiting tho 
5070 owe you, | love you (if I may ſo Loca 

If) much more than I fear you, .Xþ you 
—.— me a little ſometimes, yet I am infor 
Pleas'd to ſee you in all yout Shapes; nay, fhoul 

15 be chang'd Fee eek into a Dragon, I be- 


eve I ſhould fall in Love with. your Scales and 
I * By Tee- Lee Ihave 3 d in you, 
lieve this Metannrphoſts may one 
and whereas you tell me, that thre Sp $ in 0 1 
Month you are not to be convers'd with 3 
that ſects ſome Diſpoſition to ſuch a Change. 1 
am of Monſieur de s Opinion, that you 11 
come to ſome ſtrange End, and then we ſhall know 
what Judgment to paſs upon you. In the mean 
Time, be what you will, all the World muſt own 
you are a moſtiamiable Greature.; and while yoa 
continue under your preſent Shape, as your 3 95 
x can ſhew nothing ſo divine a . {0 
ors l darin more Zeal than [ LON a 
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thought very long and tedious, had I not brought 
from London' Imaginations that laſt longer than 
that, Laſſure you, that you are much concern'd 
therein, and that the beſt I have had, have been 
wholly employ'd on you, or thoſe Rarities that l 
have ſeen by your Means. You undoubredly Front 
that I ſpeak not of the Tower, not yet of the Lyons 
which you favour'd me with the Sight of; in ond 
fingle Perſbn you have ſhewn me more Treaſures 
3 than are there, and withal more Lyons and more 
'Leopards. It will be no hard Matter for you td 
ueſs, that I ſpeak of the Countefs of Carliſle ; for 
there is not any one of which may befaid ſo much 
Good, and ſo much IH. How dangerous foever 
it may be to think of her, yet for all that, I have 
not been able to forbear; and, to be plain with 
you, I would not part with that Repreſentation 
vwhich I have of her in my Mind, for any Thing, 
tho” it were the moſt perſect that I have ſeen in 
the Univerſe, She is, I muſt confeſs, a Perſon full 
of Enchantment, and there is not under the Hea- 
vens one that can command ſo'much my Affection 
as ſhe, did ſhe but know what it is, and carry, a- 
E ke the ſenſitive Soul, as well as*the rationa 
But conſidering her Temper, we can ſay no mor 
of her, than that ſhe is the moſt charming 
Z thoſe Things that are not god, and the moſt de- 
lightful Poiſon that ever Nature produc'd; I ſtanſt 
ſo much in Awe of her Wit, that it has almeſt 
buinder'd me from ſending you theſe Verſes ; for 
I know ſhe can judge what is good; and what is ill 
in ͤ any Thingy and that all the Goedneſb which 
3 ſhould have been in het Will, is diverted into her 
Judgment. But it matters not much if ſhe con- 
demn them; 1 dare not wiſh them better, fines 
they were written before I had the Honour to be 
FX 2cquannted with her; and I ſhould be much trou- 
bled to have praisd of diſprais'd- N to Per. 
fection, for 1 reſerve Mat fer her Pen, - But fos 
a your 
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our Part, Sir, I will not trouble you with Excuſes, 

ut thoſe: that are allowable ;z and, on the other 
Side, I conceive you much in my. Debt; ſo you 
ought to acknowledge yourſelf a little oblig'c to 
me, that I ſend you paultry ones. Whatever they 
are, I can aſſure you they are the firſt Jever tran- 
{crib'd of my own Writing. It you knew how lazy 
Lam grown: of late, you, would acknowledge my 
ready Compliance, none of the ſmalleſt Argu- 
ments of the Power you have over me, and how 


paſſionately I defire to be. 
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MADAM, f 4 * 225 TR" apr 3th s aegis uy 4 | Y 1 1 
OW chreatening ſoever your Letter be, 1 
could not chuſe but admire. its Beauty, and 
wonder how you could join the obliging and the 
terrible Stile with ſo much Artifice together: Lou 
make me think ef the Gold and Azure we find on 


the Skins of our Snakes; you do as it were enamel 


the ſharpeſt Reflections, with the livelieſt Colours 
of, ;Eloquence 5 and, in reading them, I cannot 
forbear to be pleas d with thoſe very things which 
moſt affright me. Lon ſoon bepan to be as eee 
as your Word, when you told me, that you would 
no longer ſmile, than Fortune frown'd. on me: In 
the ſame Minute ſhe ſeems to have granted me a 
little Repoſe, pou begin to diſquiet me, and; ſhew 
wie, that tho! 1. have cſcap'd, the Dangers ghiths 
or Cas 


attribute it to your extraordinary 
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Seas and Pyrates, I am not yet in Safety, and that 
you are more dreadful than they. I could not have 
thought, Madam, that for having declin'd a Quar- 
rel with your Dwarf, I ſhould have contracted one 
with yourſelf, nor that I ſhould be oblig'd to an- 
ſwer a Challenge, becauſe I did a Compliment: If 
ou think I faild in that, you ought rather to call 
it Reſpe& and Fear, than Contempt; and believe, 
that the ſame Creature, who diſarm'd Monſieur 
de M -—— of his Sword; made my Pen fall from 
my Hand. Altho' he might have ſome Reaſon to 
complain, yet you had none to take his Part a- 
gainſt me; and if you wiſh me ill for his Sake, I 
may juſtly ſay you quarrel with me on the leaſt 
Occaſion in the World. 1 8 
If you are reſolv'd to perſecute me, all the Ex- 
cuſes I can alledge, will fignify nothing; and | can 
only wonder you take ſo much Pains to find a Pre- 
tence for it. It will be no Advantage to me, to. 
have come ſo far, thro' ſo many Dangers; I ſhall 
find Algiers where - ever you are; and tho'I am in 
Bruſſels, yet I never was ſo near Captivity, or be- 
ing ſhipwreck'd. However, don't perſwade your 
ſelf, Madam, that the Flames of 'thoſe Animals 
wherewith you threaten me, can make me afraid. 
I have long ſince learnt to defend myſelf from 
thoſe Sorts of Miſchiefs; and whatever you can 
ſay, Iam more apprehenſive of Death from your 
Eyes, than your Hands. Among all the Paſſages of 
your Letter, which ſeems to me admirable in all 
its Parts, I take particular Notice of what you ſay, 
ow great a; Pleaſure it would have heen to you, 
if I had been taken by the Pyrates: -I-can'r but 
| 2 | (Toadnels, that 
* you could wiſh 1 had been two or. three Years 
= chain'd to an-Qar in the Turtiß Gallies, that ſo 


a my Voyage might have been more diverſify'd. 


Twas an ingenious Curioſity, to defire to know 
how I could lock after, And dreſs the Camels of 


Barbary, 
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Bavbary and with what unſhaken Conſtancy I could 
bear Baſtinado's 1 After the rate you tall, I ſup- 
ſe you would have been glad, if had been em- 
pal'd for half an Hour, to have fatisfy'd you how 
it felt, and what. I thought of it: But that which is 
yet more conſiderable, theſe kind Wiſhes, you ſay 
you beſtow'd upon me, after you had re-aflum'd 
the mild Form of Woman, and were ſomewhat 
appeas'd, and become more human; neither can 
I any more reconcile to Juſtice the Quarrel you 
would pick with me about Alcidalis, Judge, Ma- 


dam, if being embark'd in the ſame Seas with 


him, and in the ſame Dangers, I could forget thoſe 
Perils which I ſuffer'd, to recount thoſe he had 
one through? and while 1 lay under my own 

isfortunes, if I could amuſe myſelf to write a 
Hiſtory of his? Notwithſtanding which I did not 
omit it in the midſt of my Troubles: I writ above 
a hundred Sheets of his Hiſtory, and took a par- 
ticular Care of his Life, at a Time when I can ſwear 
to you 1 had none of my own, But don't thence, 
Madam, make an Eſtimate of the Care 1 take to 
pleaſe my Friends. After I have render d you all 
the imaginable Services I can, thoſe Shadows can 
only ſhew you the leaſt Part of the Paſſion I have 
for yaur Concerns : If you would know that, con- 
fider-it rather in the Cauſe, than in the Effects. 
But your Imagination, how lively and wonderful 


ſoe ver it is, falls ſhort of that; and if there is an 


Thing in the whole World greater than your Soul, 
and which is beyond its Comprehenfion, it is the 
Reſpect, Affection, and Eſteem it has bred in 
mine. Bein no leſs ſenſible to acknowledge the 
Obligations 1 owe to other excellent Perſons, you'll 
think that the Letter 1 receiv'd at the ſame Time 
with yours, brought me an infinite Satisfaction, as 
well as an extreme Honour. You knew betrer than 
any other, the Inclination and Reſpect I have al- 
ways had for the Merits of the Perſon who writ it, 
5 "= 
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and you may remember in the Time of the Civil 
Wars between you two, I have ſometimes left 
our Part, to take his. But this laſt Goodneſs of 
his has gain'd ſomething afreſh in my Heart; and 
fince I have receiv'd it, pardon me, if you pleaſe, 
that I have eſteem'd him for ſome Moments a- 
bove any other Perſon in the World, But that you 
may not think, Madam, that it is you who have 
procur'd me all the Favours I receive from him, 
f affure you, that on another Occafion very lately 
he has done me a Piece of Service, without your 
being privy to it; altho? it is none of thoſe I take 
the moſt Pleaſure in receiving, and it has given 
me a new Subject of reflecting on my ill Fortune, 
yet I eſteem it a great Honour to owe Obligations 
to him, which I ſhould be aſham'd to do to any 
other, and I am glad to receive any Marks of his 
Generoſity. He'll Twear, when you ſpeak to him 
of it, he knows not what you mean; and methinks 
I now ſee him telling you ſo; but you know his 
Humour and Temper never to forget to doa good 
Action, and never to remember it when it is done. 
Since the Honour of your Eſteem for me, has been 
the firſt Motive to eſtabliſh me in his Pavour, I 
humbly beg, Madam, your Aſſiſtance to return 
him thoſe Thanks I owe him, and that Way to 
pay him at leaſt as far as I can at preſent. I 2 
thouſand times kiſs the Feet of that incomparable 
Perſon, who was pleas'd to write with her own 
Hand the Superſcription of the Letter you ſent 
me, and with four or five Words render that Pre- 
ſent ineſtimable, which was extraordinary preci- 
bus before. You have a great deal of Reaſon to 
call her the moſt charming and agreeable Perſon 
in the World, who can relieve the Diftreſs'd at 
Tuch a Diſtance. 1 wiſh that ſhe, who ſo well knows 
how to manage it, may one Day have all the Hap- 
Pineſs due to ſo much Goodneſs, Beauty, and Vir- 
tue together, tho' I know this Wiſh is very exten- 
G 2 fire. 
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five, :I hear, that the Lady, which I us'd to call 
the Morning- Star, is become greater and more ad- 
mirable than ever, and that it at the ſame Time 
enlightens and burns all France, Although its 
Beams ſcarce reach the dark Shades where we 
live, yet its Reputation does ; and, as far as I can 


underſtand, the Sun is not ſo bright as it. I am 


glad the Intelligence that animates it, has loſt no- 
thing of its Force and Light, and that there is no- 
thing but the Soul of Mademoiſelle de Bourbon, 
that can make us doubt whether her Beauty is 
not the moſt perfect Thing in the World. The 
Manner, as I have ſeen in one of your Letters, 
ſhe condoles me .in, appears admirably fine ; in- 
deed ſo many Croſſes I have met with, ought to 
Nir up Pity. in her; in her, I ſay, who is ſo well 
acquainted with my Weakneſß, and who knows that 


from my Cradle I have not had one Day of Re- 


poſe : It has been diſturb'd at the Poſtſcript of 
your Letter addreſs'd to King Chiquito, In the Hell 
of Anaſtarax I found mine; and there I wander'd 
three Nights and Days, without ſeeing a Jot of 
any Thing. Iam very ſorry for it; for I defir'd, 
above any Thing in the World, to have the Comb 
of the King of Georgia ; I have had a Mind to it a- 
bove theſe two Years. Do nat believe that you 
have got that which I have fail'd of: The Combs 
which bclong to the Queen of China, are not ſo ea- 
ſily obtain'd.z you muſt firſt write me the Name 
of the Pyrate, and do it without jeſting; for in 
that conſiſts the greateſt Difficulty. But ſince you 

retend to ſo much gueſſing, imagine, if you pleaſe, 
Madam, all I — farther ſay, if I durſt make 
any Letter longer. Gueſs. how much more I ho- 
nour and eſteem you, than I did two Years ago; 
and think with how much Paſſion I am, 


Mademoiſelle, 
Bruſſels, Fan, 6, 1634, 


Four, &c. 
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(ESINESINEDVESNEELYFESHESY 
To the Cardinal de la VALETTE. 
LETTER LL 


My Lo p, 
Am apt to believe, when Jou writ me the 
I Letter you were pleas'd to honour me with, 

that you thought the Eſteem I have always hai 
for you, . has acquir'd you ſome Reputation in the: 
World: That on all Occaſions I ha Wren you in- 
finite Teſtimonies of the Honour of my Priend- 
ſhip, and had for that Reaſon lent you'two thou- 
ſand Crowns on an extracrdinary Occafion ; and 
that at ſuch a Time, when all your Credit fail'd 
you elſewhere ; at ſuch a Juncture too, that othet- 
wiſe your Reputation muſt have fer ever ſunk. 
At leaſt, after the Rate you return your Thanks, 
and ſpeak of yourſelf and me, I have Reaſon to 
believe, that in a Dłeam you have miftook the 
one for the other, and put yourſelf in my Place. 
Otherwiſe, my Lord, you would not write after 


that Manner you do, unleſs perhaps you are of O- 


Pinion, that there-is no greater Good in the World, 
than to do it to others, and think thoſe oblige you, 
who give you an Opportunity of obliging them, 
and imagine you receive the Pleaſures you give. 
Certainly, if it be ſo, there is no Man in the World 
to whom you are more oblig'd, than to me; and 
F deſerve all the Thanks you give me, fince I have 
given you more Occaſions than any one elſe of ex- 

ercifing your Generofity, and doing Actions of 

Goodneſs, which, without doubt, are worth mote 
than all the Good you have done me, or all that 
you have remaining. Among the great Number 
of.thoſe I have.receiv'd from you, and among ſo 
; G 3: many 


Jerv'd the Honour of their Favour, yet I 


| In the Satisfa 
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many Favours you have been pleas'd to beſtow 


7 


upon me, I aſſure you, my Lord, there are none I 
eſteem ſo much as the Letter you have done me 


the Honour to write to me; and if among ſo many 
Things which affected me with Joy, there is any 


one Thing that did ſo above the reſt, I muſt needs 
beg your leave to tell you it is that where you. 
mention the two Perſons who deſerve all the Re- 
ſpect we can pay them, and to whom, if we com- 
pare them not one to the other, there is nothing- 
under the whole Heaven they can be compar'd to. 


When I think that I am in their Memory, for 
that Moment my Pains ceaſe ; and whenſoever I 


repreſent to myſelf the Image of either the one or 
the other, the very Face of my Fortune ſeems to 
be chang'd, and hat Imagination chaces from my 
Spirit the Darkneſs which oppreſſes it, and fills it 
with Light, But that which is ſtill a greater Hap- 
inefs, is, tho' I am ſo far from ever having de- 
atter 
myſelf that I have ſome Share in it, and I am fo 
Happy as to believe what you tell me concernin 
it. I know one, my Lord, who would not be ſo 


eaſy to be perſwaded, if he were in my Place, and 
who, after two Years Separation, could not live in 


ſo much Tango, nor with ſo great Aſſurance. 
ion which that Belief gives me, be 
leas'd to judge if I am much to be lamented, and 


if there are not many whom the World calls PRPP3s 
u 


that are not ſo much as I. Without this, I co 

not defend myſelf from the general Sorrow which 
is here on all Sides, nor reſiſt the Melancholy of 
Monſieur de C, whom I am forc'd every Day 


to contend with, and whois in Truth much above 


what is commonly imagin'd of him. Beſides the 
Fancy he has taken to Jet his Beard grow, which 
already reaches down to his Middle, he affects a 
Tone more ſevere than ever, and which comes 


very near the Sound of Afolphns's Horn: wy 
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he were to treat of the Immortality of the Soul, 
or of the ſupreme Good} and the moſt important 
Queſtions of moral Philoſophy, he could not bawl 
louder. If Democritus ſhould come again, though he 
was never ſo great a Philoſopher, he would not 
bear with him, becauſe he was addicted to laugh- 
ing; he has undertaken to reform the Doctrine of 
Zeno, as too effeminate, and is going about to make 
the Stoicks turn Capurbins. So that, my Lord, you 
don't deſire any Advantage to that People, . whoſe 
Governor you-wiſh him to be. 


To Monſieur Gop av, afterwards 
.. Biſhop of Graſſe. 
.EE'T'PER LI. 
| $1x, | 
VO ought to give us Time to recover our 
Tongue, before you oblige me to write to 
you; for it appears to me to be ſomething abſurd, 
that I, who have been now ſo long a Foreigner, 
and but juſt come from breathing the Air of Bar- 
bary, ſhould preſume to expoſe my Letters to one 
of the moſt eloquent Men in France, This Conſide- 
ration has kept me filent 'till now. But tho' I for» 
bear to anſwer your Challenges, I cannot refuſe to 
return your Civilities : By theſe you have found a 
Way to vanquiſh me, in Spight of all my Evaſians. 
In my preſent Condition, it is more reputable for 
ou to conquer me this Way, than to overcome me 
y Force: Lou would have acquir'd but ſmall. 
Glory by vigorouſly attacking a Man who is al- 
ready driven to Extremity, and to whom Fortune 
has given ſo many ry that the leaſt may be 


o ſurficient 
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Turficient to cruſh him down. Amidſt the Dark» 
neſs in which ſhe hath plac'd us, we can have no 
Defence; but here all our Art and our Skill in 
Parrying, are uſeleſs; The Caſe perhaps might 
be otherwiſe, if you had ſet before my Eyes the 
Sun of which you make mention; and as dejected 
as you fee me now, I ſhould-grow daring enough 
to enter the Liſts againſt you, if the Lipht of that 
were divided between us equally. *Tis more to 
Have that alone on your Side, than alt the reſt of 
Heaven, The Beauties which ſparkle in all that 

ou do, are only deriv'd from hers, and it is the 
knflaence of her Rays on you, which produces fo 
many Flowers. Nothing can ever appear more 
lively, than thoſe which you ſcatter on every Thing 
that comes from you. have ſeen them upon the 
Ocean's extreameſt Shores, and in Places where 


Nature cannot produce, no, not one Blade of Graſs. 
I have receivid Noſegays off them, which made 
me meet in Deſarts with che choiceſt Delicacies-. 


of Greece, and of fruitful Italy: And tho they had 
been carry'd four hundred Leagues, neither the 
Length of Way, nor of Time, had in the leaſt di- 
miniſh'd their Luſtre. PFhey are indeed immor- 
tal, and cannot decay, and ſo vaſtly different from 
all terreſtrial Productions, that it is with a great 
deal of Jaſtice that you have offer'd them up to 
Heaven; fot Altars alone are worthy of them. 
Believe me, Sir, in what Tam ſaying, I ſpeak but 


my real Sentiments; when my Curioſity, as you 


ſay, had oblig'd me to paſs the Bounds of the an- 
cient World, to find out rare and ſurprizing Ob- 
jects, your Works were che wonderful 

that F ſaw, and 4frica could ſhew me nothing more 
new, nor any more extraordinary Sight. Reading 


them under the Shade of its Palms, I wiſh'd you: 
crown'd with them all; and at the very Time 


that I aw h had gone beyond: Hercules, I found 
came ſhort of you. All this, which 2 
N Wm 


eſt Things 
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of producing Envy in any other Man's Soul, fill'd 
mine with ſo much Eſteem and Affection, that 
you then took the Place there, which you are now 
deſiring, and perfectly finiſh*'d what you think you - 
are till to begin. After the Knowledge which E. 
have had of you, how can I form ſuch an Image 
of you, as. you are willing to give me? How can I 
fancy you to be that little Creature, you ſay you 
are ? Haw could I comprehend that Heaven could 
E mighty Thiogs in ſo ſmall a Space? 
Vhen I give my 
eu four Yards at leaſt, and repreſents you of the 
Stature of Men engender'd by Angels; yet I ſhall? 
be very glad. to find that it is as you would have 
me believe. Amongſt the reſt of the Advantages, , 
which I expect to derive from you, I am in Hopes 
that you will bring our Stature into ſome Credit, 
and that it is ours which-henceforward will be ac- 
counted the nobleſt; and that by you we ſhall Be 
. exaltedabove thoſe who believe themſelves higher 
than we. As we pour the moſt exquiſite Eſſences 
into the ſmalleſt Bottles, Nature infuſeth the di- 
vineſt Souls into the ſmalleſt Bodies, and mixes 
more or. leſs of Matter with them, as. they have 
more or leſs in them of their Almighty Original. 
She ſeems to place the moſt ſhining Souls, as 
ewellers ſet the: moſt fparkling Stones, who make 
ſe of as little Gold as they can with them, and 
no more than juſt ſuffices to bind them. BHV 
the. World will be undeceiv'd-of that ſottiſh Error - 
of valuing Men by their Weight, and my. Lite- 
neſs, with which I have been ſo often upbraided- 
by Mademoiſelle de Rambeuiuet, for the future may 
recommend me to her. Tu conclude, the Affection 
is very juſt, which you tell me fe has for you, and 
not only ſhe, but ſix more of the loveliéſt Crea- . 
tures that illuſtraterthe Light. But I wonder that 
you ſhould think to get mine by ſuah a Diſcovery, , 
and to gain it by the * Means which were ſuf- 
* 22 N ent c 


* 
- 


D 


agination a Looſe, it allows * | } 


.. Pity, as when I ſee they are ready to arraign and 
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ficient to make you loſe it. You had need to have 
a high Opinion of my Goodneſs, to believe that I 


can love a Man who enjoys my Right, and who 
has obtain'd the Confiſcation of my moſt valu'd 
Poſſeſſions: But yet I am fo juft, that even this 
ſhall be no Impediment; and I believe you to have 
fo much Juſtice on your Side, that I do not de- 
ſpair but that we may accommodate even this 
Matter between us. They may very well have 
given you my Place, without your putting me out 
of it ; and my Room in their Hearts, was but very 
ſmall, if it cannot contain us both. As for my Part, 


1 ſhall do my utmoſt, that I may not incommode 


you there, and ſhall take Care to take up my Sta- 
tion, ſo that we may not claſh ; fince ſo powerful 
an Intereſt cannot make me ceaſe to be yours, you 


may believe that, in Spight of the worſt of Acci- 
_ dents, I ſhall be eternally 


Bryſſels, Feb, 3. 1634. 


LETTER LIL 


Mavan, 
F 8 R, being of ſo great Importance in our 


ongue as it is, I extreamly approve of the 


Reſentment you ſhew for the Wrong they deſign 
to do it F and I muſt needs declare, that 


expect 
no Good from the Academy which you'mention, 
fince they are reſolv'd to eſtabliſh themſelves by 


. fo great an Oppreſſion; even at a Time like this, 
when Fortune is acting her Tragedies throughout 


all Europe. I can behold nothing ſo deſerving of 


— 


any longer ſecure. . So that after the 
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to baniſh a Word, which has ſo faithfully ſerv'd 
this Monarchy ; and which, amidſt all our Confu- 
fions, has always been of the Side of thoſe who 
were truly French, For my Part, I cannot, for my 
Heart, comprehend what Reaſon they can alledge 
againſt a Word, whoſe only Buſineſs is to go before 
Reaſon, and which has no other Employment, 
than to-uſher it in. I cannot imagine what Intereſt 
can oblige them to take away that which belongs 
to For, to give it to Becauſe that; nor why they have 
a Mind to ſay with three Syllables, that which 
they may ſay with three Letters. That which I 
am afraid of, Madam, is this, that after they have 
been guilty of this one Injuſtice, they will nat ſeru- 
ple at more; perhaps they may have the Impu- 
ence to attack But, and who knows if {may be 
8 ve de- 

priv'd us of all thoſe Words, whoſe Buſineſs it is 
to bind others together, the Wits will reduce us 
to the Language of Angels; or, if they cannot do 
that, they will at leaſt oblige us to ſpeak only by 
Signs: And here I muſt confeſs, that your Obſer- 


vation is true, viz. That no Example can more 
clearly ſhew us the Inſtability of human Aﬀairs.” 
He who had told me ſome Years ago, that Ffhould” 

have out-liv'd For, I had thought had promis'd me 
a wager Life than the Patriarchs :- And yet we 
fee, t 


t after he has maintain'd himſelf for ele- 


ven hundred Years in full Force and Authority 3. 


after he has been employ'd-ia the moſt important 
Treaties, and has affifted in the Councils of our 
Kings with Honour, he is all of a ſudden fallen 
into Diſgrace, and threaten'd with a violent End. 
F now expect nothing leſs, than to be terrify'd with 
lamentable Cries in the Air, declaring to the 


World, that the Great F is dead; for the Death 


of the Great Cam, or of the Great Pan, was, in my 
Mind, leſs n I'know, if we conſult one 
Fl 


of the fine Wirs of the Age, and one whom I. e- 


Keen 
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q ſteem with Paſſion, he will tell us, that 'tis our 
q Duty to condemn an Innovation like this; that we- 
f ought to uſe the For of our Fathers, as well as their 
| Sun and their Soil, and that we ſhould by-no Means 
| baniſh a Word, which was in the Mouths of Charles 
f. maigne and St. Eouis, But you, Madam, are the 
1 Perſon who are principally oblig'd to undertake 
1 his Protection; for ſince the ſupream Grace, and 
1 the ſovereigy Beauty of the Hench Tongue lies in 
"We yours, you ought to command here with an abſo- 
1 lute Sway, and with a Smile or a Frown give Life 
or Death to Syllables, as uncontreul'd as you do to 
| Men. For this, I believe you have already ſe- 
6 cur'd it from the imminent Danger which thres: 
ten'd it 3 and, by vouchſafing it a Place in your 
Letter, have fix'd it in a Sanctuary and a Manfion 
of Glory, which neither Envy nor Time can reach. 
11 But here, Madam, I beg leave to afltre you, that 
14 T'could not but be ſurpriz'd'to fee how fantaſtick 
| your Favours are; F could not but think it ſtrange, 
that you, who, without r v could ſee a 
thouſand Lovers expire, ſflould not have the Heart 
to ſee a Syllable die. If you had but Had half the 
Care of me, which you. have ſhewn of For, I ſhoult 
then have been happy in Spight of ill Fortune; 
14 then Poverty, Exile, and Pain, would ſcarce have | 
| had Force, to come near me. If you had not de- 
Iiver'd me. from theſe Evils themſelves, you had 
freed me at leaſt from the Senſe of them, But at 
a Time that I expected to receive Conſolation 
from yours, I found that your Kindnefs was only. 
defign'd to For, and that his Baniſhment trouble: 
you more than mine. F muſt confeſs, Madam, it 
is but juſt you ſhould undertake his Defence; but 
| ou ought to have taken ſome Care of me too, 
chat People might not object to you, that you for- 
fake your Friends for a Word. You make no An- 
fwer at all to that which I writ about; you take 
not the leaſt Notice of Things which ſo much con- 
9 cern 


- : 0 _ — — + > 
— — p AO Aa A 
* 
— 


1 et 
— — 
— —]— — 
5 8 - 


o 4 
. _— —  — —  —— — 
* my — a 2 


* „„I i tal ii ta os ie 
— — — 
—— 


Nonſſeur Vorrukx 's Letters. 133 


cern me: In three or four Pages you ſearce re- 
member me once; and the 'Rtaſon of this, is For, 
Be pleas'd to conſider me a little more for the fu- 
ture; and when you undertake the Defence of the 
Afflicted, remember that Iam of the Number. 
J ſhall always make Uſe of him himſelf to oblige 
you to grant me this Favour, and to-convince you 
that it is but my Due; Fr © © 1 

Y | 4 {01 25:04 Fam, &c. 


Jo the ſame, | 
iro . JV 


MA Au, Ati: t hi Has 8 
H* D I preſented you-with' as many Pearls as 

1 the Poets have made Aurora weep ; and in- 
ſtead of giving you a Piece of Earth, had given 
you all,z you could not have return'd me Thanks 

a more magnificent Manner. The Vine of the 
Great Mogul would haye been ſufficiently paid. for 
by the leaſt Word from you, and all the Diamonds 
and precious Stones with»which it is laden, have 
not ſo much Luſtre, :nor-caft fo great a Light as 
any Thing that is written by you. T think I have 
begun very brightly, Madam ; and thoſe who are 
fond of writing fine, would think this a good Exor- 
diam for what they call a beautiful Letter: Bat the 
Poſt 'wowt give me Time; and befides, havin 
carefully read yours, and your Mother's, I am re- 
ſolv'd to meddle no more with Wit. May I be 
hang'd, Madam, if any Thing can be more gal- 
lant, or more charming, than that which F have 
receiv'd from her; and *'tis a Wonder too, that one 
who hardly writes above once in four Years, ſhould. 
then do it ſo well, that one would think ſhe — | 
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been perpetually ſtudying at it, and thought of 
nothing elſe all that Time. One would think, by 


this Time, I ſhould be pretty much us'd to the 


Miracles of your Family ; but I own I can't help 
wondering at them. But I particularly wonder, 
Madam, how you, who can dance ſo finely, can 
write ſo finely too, and bear away the Prize at 
once for three Things which ſeldom go together, 
being the beſt Dancer, the beſt Sleeper, and the 
moſt eloquent young Lady in the World. 
You can't imagine how you pleas'd me, in paring 
Monſieur Maine into the Matachin Dance: I lik" 
this Thought as well as any of your others, and 1 
iveyou my Word we wor't dance it *till he dances 
it with us. And, to tell you my Mind, Monſieur 
de Chaudebonne is too melancholy at preſent to tinkle 
Bells; and I believe I myſelf ſhall find it hard to 
dance well in your Abſence, being ſo much, 


Madam, 
Your, &c. 
K TEL EIT ET OS LE I 
| To the ſame. 1 10 


LETTER LV. 


MA DAM, 


VOUR Letters being now more admirable 
chan ever they were, I ſhould be very much 
grier'd to go without them. Having, ſince the 
Sight of the laſt you wrote me, loſt all * of 
ever writing good ones myſelf, I ſhould be glad to 
receive them trom others. 'The high Opinion L 
have ſo long had of your Wit, had prepar d me to 
ſee the moſt wonderful Productions from it with- 
put Surprize ; and I thought it could bring ho 
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nothing that would amaze me, - unleſs it were 
'Things ordinary or common. But really, I muſt 
needs own tis arriv'd at a Degree of Perfection 


which I never apprehended, and I have not been 


able to divine, that you could do any Thing you 
do. Indeed, Madam, what I ſay, is without Plat- 
tery; and my Anger is not ſo thoroughly gone off, 
as to ſuffer me to be in a Humour to iay any 
Thing obliging to you more than I needs muſt. 
You have rais'd yourſelf as much above yourſeY, 
as you were before above others ; and the ſhorteſt 
Letter you write now, is more valuable than all 
Alcidalis and Zelida, even tho' you reckon their two 
Kingdoms into the Bargain. When my Rage was 
at the Height, I did not make one Cumplaint a- 
gainſt you but was accompany'd with a Praiſe ; 
and one of the Reaſons why I endeavour to be re- 
concild to you, is, for fear that if I ſhew myſelf 
your Enemy, People will think my Hatred pro- 


ceeds from "hows, rather than from a juſt Reſent- 


ment: Yet you know in * Heart, how much 
Cauſe I have for it; and, without making any 
more Words on't, tis there I expect you'll do me 
Juſtice. After having been ſo long dumb, I ſhould 
not care to break my Silence by Complaints; I 
only beg you to confider what Condition I muſt 
be in, having at one and the ſame Time loſt both 
the Hopes of coming into France, and the Comfort 
of your Letters. One of theſe Misfortunes of it 
ſelt might have been enough to kill me; but, 
which is the ſtrangeſt Thing I ever heard in my 
Life, their coming together, ſav'd me, and the 
one help'd me to ſupport the other. When I con- 
ſider d with myſelf, that after this Proof of your 
ill Will to me, how many Miſchiefs Fortune pre- 
ſerv'd me from, by hindering me from falling in- 
to 2 Hands, I began to think a perpetual Ba- 
niſhment ſupportable in Compariſon * that, and 


that at the leaſt I ſhould not here die a Death ſo 


cruel. 


4 - . 
rr 
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cruel. Yet, Madam, this Conſolation is not fo - 
effectual, but that I have need of another; for I 
ſwear Mr. — himſelf is not ſo uncaſy as Fam; 
and thoſe dark Fits of Melancholy which you have 
formerly-ſeen me in, were but a Type of thoſe I 
Tam nowtormented with. Diſſipate them; I be- 
ſeech you, and think*of ſome Words, if you can, to 
lay theſe Vapours. Bit who doubts that you can; 
every Body knows nothing is impoſſible to your 
Wit, to which I 'recommend myſelf; and fince 
thoſe Things, which are leaſt probable and moſt 
extraordinary to It are eaſy, let it make me ca- 
ble of being ſenfible of Joy in this Place, and of 
living till T cantell you with my own Mouth, how 

much beyund what you can conceive, bam, 


Madam, 


SINE | Your, Ge, | 

1 N 1 To the ſame. 1 5 

rr NN. 

Ifrvan,”-f 
| 


Don't at all wonder you laugh'd' ſo heartily, _ ? 
£” when you writ me Word of the ſtrange unaa- 
- countable Report which is ſpread of me, namely, 
that I have neither Goodneſs nor Friendſhip in 
me; for really nothing was ever ſaid more ridi- 
"culous, and you had good Reaſon to hear it in te 
fame Manner, as if you had been told, that Mon- 
ſieur de Cbaudebonne robs upon the . High-way, or 
1 has marry'd the Daughter of Monfieur dir — 8s 
1 Sentlemaàn. For my Part, I can't help wonder- 

| ing, ſo falſe an Opinion, and fo ungrounded a Ca- 
= Jumny fhouid have extended-ſo far, and __ | 

| 4215 Se 
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three Provinces ; and whoever gave it Birth, he 
that did it muſt be the moſt dangerous Per ſon in 
the World. Pll enquire diligently to find out whe 
it is ; and if I diſcover them, I ſwear PII be re- 
veng'd, tho*-ſhe that did it be as lovely and terri> 
ble as yourſelf. Your Mother performs an Act 
worthy her uſual Goodneſs, in not ſuffering 16 
ou a Slander to be ſpread” about her Eſtate 3. 
ut let her only hinder it from being talk'd in her 
dun Chamber; for I know-ſome People; Madam, 


that are bold and reſolute enough to do it even 


there. Poor Mademoiſelle de Chai, whom, like 


a Lamb, no > to my Wrath, has no Hand 


in the Crime ;. ſhe was faulty only thro' Simpli- 
city; and if | had not reſolv'd to blame none but 


the Authors of this Impoſture, I ſhould rather 


complain of her Miſtreſs. Really! think it very 
odd; that ſhe, who knows ſo well the Charms of 
Idleneſs, and the Pleaſure there is in doing no- 
thing, ſhould fay Lam ungrateful, only becauſe I 
let her be quiet, and don't write her Letters, 
which, when ſhe was to anſwer them, ſhe'd hear» 


tily wiſh ſhe had never receiv'd. Tho' I don't give 


myſelf the Trouble to tell her of it, ſhe ſtill kee 
the Place ſhe ſo well deſerves in my Heart; wit 
out taking any Pains to defend it: She is, as the 
deſires, at the Bottom of my Heart, that is; in the 
moſt retir'd Part of it, and-there lies at Reſt, and 
undifturb'd.” Upon my Word, I honour and love 


her as perfectly as ſhe deſerves; and every Time 


I read any Thing that's pretty, or eat any Thing 
that's good, or have a good Digeſtion, I think of 
her, and wiſh her the ſame; But well thought ons 
you told us ſometime, ago, Madam, a Piece of 
News, which I made no Anſwer to, becauſe I was 
then in the Dumps; but now you inform me of 
the Report that is ſpread about me, Þthink that 
t'other is as ſtrange as ever F heard: Tho“ l am as 
well acquainted as any Body, with the Charms 5 
| the 


thumberland, and I don't think he was ſo valiant as 
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the Marchioneſs of —— I ſhall never have done 
wondering, how, at a Time when ſhe had noMan 
living in her Thoughts befides her Doctor and her 
Cook, when ſhe was dreſs'd in the Rateen we ſaw 
her in, with two or three Napkins about her Head; 
how, [ ſay, ſhe could then win the Heart of a Man 
fo hard to pleaſe, as I take the Marquiſs of 
to be, and ſend a Lover to figh for her in the De- 
ſarts of the Thebais. The Spark you mention, would 
have done well to go after him ; or, if he did not 
care for travelling ſo long a Journey, he ſhould at 
leaſt turn Hermit upon the Valerian Mountain. 
But in ſober Sadneſs, inſtead of putting the Queſ- 
tions you propoſe to me from him, he had better 
hold his Tongue, and not ſpeak again theſe ſeven 
Years, Nevertheleſs, Madam, I'll anſwer them, 
ſince you defire it. The firſt, Why being dreſs'd 


in blue, he always ſeems dreſs'd in green ? is one 


of the. moſt. difficult Queſtions I ever heard pro- 
os d in any Science; and, for my Part, I can't 
find what can be the Cauſe, unleſs the Gentleman, 
inſtead of 2 at one a-Clock in the Afternoon, . 
and being drefs'd by Three, as he us'd to be for- 
merly, is now grown more lazy, and never appears 
but by Candle- light. Be it as it will, I ſhould ad- 
viſe him to dreſs in green, in order to ſee, whe- 
ther he won't then ſeem dreſs'd in blue. As for 
the ſecond, which I would have him reſolve up- 
on, to take Ia Mate, or to deliver me out of the 
Hands of the Saracens : - Without a Bit of Self- In- 
tereſt, Ithink this laſt Enterprize, beſides its — 


the juſter of the two, is alſo the moſt difficult, an 


conſequently the moſt glorious. There are ſive 


and twenty thouſand Foot, and ſix thouſand Horſe, 


who are to take Care to guard me, with-as-much 
Care as Geldres and Auverſ; yet he has no need to 
be frighten'd at this; for Hector the Brown did a- 
lone defy five and thirty thouſand Men in Nor- 


he 
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he is. And then he has no need to apprehend that 
he ſhall have any want of Lawrels here; the ſineſt 
that grow in all Europe are in this Country. On 
my Side, I promiſe him I'Ltake Care to ſet them 
in Order, and get Crowns made of them; but 
beſides Saracen Soldiers, he'll have Saracen Ladies 


to fight with too; ſome of whom wont- quietly ſee 


me taken from them ; and the Report which you 
tell me is ſpread all over three Provinces, is not 
yet come to one of the Seventeen: F have not {6 
111. a Character here, as Fhave in the Place where 
you live; and *tis believ'd, that even tho? I ſhould 
not be ſo very much. inclin'd to ive, I ſhould ne- 
vertheleſs be worthy to be belovd, But, Madam, 
T own this is no Conſolation to me; and 1 fhall 
think myſelf very wretched, if among all the Per- 
ſons in France, whom I have ſo great a Reſpect 
for, there is-not one that has ſo good an Opinion 
of me, as to believe that my Heart is form'd as it 
ouphit to he; that I can conſtantly henour thoſe 
who deſerve it, and infinitely love thoſe who are 
infinitely lovely. I can't tell what you, for your 
Part, think of it; but I'll aſſure you no Body has 
leſs Cauſe to doubt it ; and I am as perfectly as 1 
ought, and you could wiſh, | 


Madam, | 
Tour, &c. 


POSTSCRIPT, 


OUR Mother will r be the beſt and 
gallanteſt Lady in the World; ſhe could 
have promis'd me nothing that would have pleas'd 
me ſo much as that Dance you ſpeak of; but I 
fancy you are miſtaken in the Name of it, This 
puts me in Mind of Time paſt, and makes me 
conſider how much Difference there is between 


That and This. Thus when I lay upon Straw, 1 
fancy'd 


r rr n= wo 
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fancy'd myſelf upon three 


Quilts; and now tho! I 


had a Dozen of Quilts under me, I ſhould fancy 
myſelf upon Thorns. This, Madam, is a true 
Repreſentation of the/moſt eaſy; and indolent Gal- 
lant in all Bruſſels. But he who gave me this Name 
in his Letter to you, did not know all my Miſeries, 
nor could conceive the Grief it gives me, to ſee 

myſelf ſo far diſtant from every Thing I love. 


Lou know the Interpretation that ought to be 


put 


upon this, and the Rank which.thoſe.two adora- 
ble Perſons hold in my Heart; a Rank which 
none elſe muſt ever think to gain. All that 
come hither from France, ſpeak of them with 
Admiration, and are contented with the Miracles 


of their Vertue and Beauty, Pmoſt humbl 


be- 


ſeech you, Madam, to uſe your Credit, in order to 
keep for.me ſome Place in their Remembrance. 
The Gentleman, to whom you know: I have al 


ready ſome Obligations, is continually adding 


new: 


ones to the old; and did me the Honour t'other 
Day to ſpeak of me in a Letter to Count Brian, 
L. acknowledge this Favour as it deſerves; and, 


even tho' Lhad- as little Goodneſs and Friend 
as they ſay I have, I ſhould always have a 


ſhip - 


due 


Senſe of the Kindneſs and Obligations he has been 


pleas'd to load me with ; but I am-afraid he is 


growing too ſerious; pray don't let him; 


TRIED: 


RR {7 / 
LETTER LVIL- 


o | 


HO you aflure me, that the Ifle of France 
was not one. of the three rebellious Provin- 


ces, yet Lhave.a ſhrewd Suſpicion: of ſome 1 
1 | ders ʒ 


{la N- 


t 


Py 
4 
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ders; and I wiſh I had one of them in my Hands 
to do myſelf Juſtice upon her. Tho they had 
.committed no other Fault, than that of having too 
readily aſſented, as you tell me, to believe ill of 
me, I ſhould think them ſufficiently guilty; and 
ſhould be very unwilling to have been fa muc 

with Regard to any of them. I had much ado to 
underſtand what you ſay of la Corneiur, and. the Son 
of the King of England; but if I have gueſs'd sight- 
ly at the Meaning, *tis the greateſt Piece of Malice 
that ever was forg d. You never ſaid any Thing 
to me, that provok'd me ſo much; and 'tis an 
Affront I ſhall never forget, till I have had my 
Revenge for it. But at what a Degree is Perſe- 
cution arriv'd ? And what may I not look for, 
when even your Mother herſelf ſeems to have de- 
clat'd againſt me. I was extreamly amaz'd when 
I ſaw her Hand, and found ſhe made a Jeſt of me 
and my loyal She- Friend: Let I can't believe ſhe 
did this of her own free Will, but you certainly put 
a Dagger to her Breaſt, and forc'd her to write it, 
All theſe Injuries, Madam, put me into a terrible 
Fury ; but the ſweet Sauce you ſent me, appeas'd 
it. I found, in Monfieur de Chaudebonne 8 etter, 
the Sugar which you thought you had put into 
mine; and I eat it with the utmoſt Satisfaction. 


1 muſt needs own; we have none ſo good here; 


and if you'd now and then ſend me a Quantity of 
it, Pd extract a very rare Juice from it, and, con- 
trary to the Maxim of Phyſick, That a# ſweet Things 
turn into Cboler, I dare ſay it would appeaſe mine, 
which is very much irritated. And indeed tis 
very ill done, to mock a poor Child, who learnt 
French only for my Sake; and who, for all that, 
had the Wit to chuſe me from among all the Peo- 
ple that are here. But I dare engage for her, 
ſhe'll ſhortly write quite another Thing, and in 
two or three Months Time be in a Condition to 
revenge herſelf, There was a Time when ws 

| am 


— 


Thing, without I knew w 
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dam de writ no better than ſhe does now 
yet at preſent every Body talks of her Wit, a 
Copies of her Letters are ſhewn about even here, 
But to anſwer the Queſtion which you beg 1 
would give a Reply to with Truth and Sincerity 
of Conſcience, I ſay, in Truth and Sincerity, Ma- 
dam, I don't think there was any Body who 
thought that Billet-doux a Glory to me; and 1 
had rather write another wretched Letter, than 
make ſo wretched a 1 of any Thing. But 
I ſhould not give my 2 ſo boldly in any 
Iſpeak of eſpecially 
fince I have been once already caught trapping in 
what J ſaid of thoſe, who can remember every 
Thing they have done from their very Cradle. 
I own I believ'd it was meant as a Jeſt ; nay, 1 
thought it ought to have been ſo ; but fince *twas 
you and the C. of that ſaid it, I eat my 
'ords, and ſhall take Care how I diſoblige Peo- 
ple who have ſuch long Memories, 
| 1 am, &c, 


EFF 
To the ſame. 
LETTER LVIII. 


MaDamn, ö 
T* you were not the moſt amiable Perſon in the | 
2 World, you'd be the moſt deteſtable ; and you 
have a Pride which would be inſufferable in any | 
but you. You ſue for Peace in the ſame Manner as | 
others grant it, and make Uſe of ſuch Words to | 
put an End to a Quarrel, as might ſerve to begin 
a War. I dont know how I come to condeſcend ſo low ; 
let's have no more of your Scolding, but <write to me every 
Meet. This is wonderfully humble indeed, and a 

| | mighty 
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mighty fine Manner of exerciſing the Chriſtian 
Vertues! Then you command me never to be 
angry, but once every five and twenty Years, be- 
cauſe you won't forgive me any oftner ; as if your 
Favours were never beſtow'd, 'but when thoſe of 
Heaven ate open, and that nothing but a Jubilee 
can abſolve thoſe who are in a Paſſion againſt you. 
This is the Condition I was in, Madam, when 1 
receiv'd your ſecond Letter, which -lenify'd me 
"mightily, by informing me, that you did not care 
'T ſhould be hang'd, without you were here to ſee 


the Operation, Truly 'tis a very great Mark of 


your good Will, and a Proof that you have ſtill 
ſome Tenderneſs for me, not to be willing that 
this Misfortune ſhould befal me, unleſs you had 
the Pleaſure to ſee it. After * fo long im- 
plor'd the Aſſiſtance of your Wit, to find out Words 
that might make me ſeſs unhappy, it could fur- 
niſh you with none but them. Indeed nothing can 
make me more eaſy to ſtay at Bruſſels, than the 
knowing that there's a Defign on foot at Paris, to 
have me — 1 and this Place, which before 1 
thought my Priſon, I now regard as an Aſylum 
againſt your Perſecutions. I have much ado to 
believe what you tell me of Madam de =, or 
to imagine that ſhe ſides with you againſt me. If 
it be true, Fortune has been more juſt than either 


Jou or ſhe, in hindering her Letters from falling into 


my Hands. Tis really a great Pity you ſhould ſpoil 
ſo good a Lady; and I ſhall be more ſorry at your 
having corrupted her Innocence, than at your hav- 
ing paſgd Sentence upon mine. Be it as tit, 1 
muſt tell you, that neither of you can take a 

Reſolutions to my Diſadvantage, but what 4 
be unjuſt; and if you ſay any Thing againſt me, I 
Mall live to make you eat your Words. This, 
Madam, is not {aid out of Pride, but out of the 
Confidence Men of Vertue generally have, and 
which is the natural Effects of a g 2 


- 
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} If F had the leaſt Thought that I have ſlipt, and 
* deſerv'd your Menaces, I ſhould not have thoſe 
1 good Intervals which you ſee I ſometimes enjoy 3 
1 and inſtead of curing other People of the Spleen, 
1 ſhould die of it myſelf, If 1 have cur'd your Mo- 
ther of this Diſtemper, I ſhall patiently ſupport all 
'thoſe I have left; and indeed 4 4 pf — 1 
have receiv'd, that I have the Honour to be in her 
Remembrance, and the Uneaſineſs it gives me 
not to ſee her, make the greateſt Part of my Joys 
and Afflictions; and 1 don't wonder ſhe: wiſhes 
more than any Body to ſee me; for I believe no 
Body will be ſo pleaſant as I ſhall be, if ever I 
have the Happineſs to be in her Preſence. © The 
Philoſopher + our Acquaintance, whom you re- 
member ſo properly. tor drawing up his Eyes 
il ſometimes like a Digs, roll'd them about, when 
| I read to him that Paſſage in your Letter; and, 

l| in Truth, the Soul of Zeno might have been Haben, 


o FS. 
— — TG 
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| 
| and Monſ. Mignon's afficted on ſuch. an Occaſion. 
i Philoſophy, which has Remedies againſt all other 
"0 Misfortunes, has none againſt the leaſt Loſs. of 
— 14 Monfieur Rambouizet's Favour. Let that Science 
| 1 be never ſo much an Enemy to the Paſſions, it 
U | cannot diſapprove one's having one for ſo deſerv- 
. ing a Perſon; nor wonder at one's doing for his 
| | Sake, what it commands us to do for the Sake of 
| Virtue. I don't know, Madam, whether it can any 
1 Pert teach us not to love you; but what Likeli- 
1 ood is there of doing that, when *twas Monſieur 
li de Chandebonne that taught it me? So that I muſt 
11! needs own, I dare not hope it; and I am reſolv'd, 
l | let the worſt come to the worſt, to be always, 
| „ 
| 


Madam, WIGHT 


Ne, the lai ftr 
of #07, 1634. % Yours, &c. 
age 
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NK 8 U . NN 
To the ſame. 


LETTER IX. 


MAp AM, 


I Am very ſorry you can give me no better 
Signs of Peace than you do, and that your Wit 
ſhould be unfruitful in nothing but doing me Good, 
I know it to be ſo capable of doing every Thing, 
that I muſt think the Fault is rather in your Will; 
and ſo long as it continues no more favourable to 
me than it is now, I ſhall have Reaſon to believe 
ou are not ſo good-natur'd as you pretend to be. 
1 afraid the Teſtimony your Brother gives of 
your Juſtice, is rather a Proof of your Tyranny; 
which being grown more exorbitant than ever, 
won't now ſo much as give People Leave to com- 
plain of it. Perhaps, if he were as far from you 
as I am, he'd talk as I do; and I ſhould ſpeak as 
he does, if I were in his Place. Yet, Madam, whe- 
ther it be a Truce or a Peace that you grant me, 
I don't refuſe to enjoy the Benefit of it. I have- 
already executed one of the Conditions upon whick 
you granted it me ; M. D. having offer'd me a- 
nother Way to write to him, I could not help ac- 
cepting it, tho' I could have wiſh'd my Letter had 
Paſs'd thro' your Hands ; for I hop'd it would have 
een the better for it; and I did defign to beg you 
to correct it: It was ſent away but four Days ago; 
and Monfieur Frotte, who is here, took the Charge 
of it upon him, after having often defir'd it, As 
for Alcidalis, I ſhan't leave him, *cill I have ſet him 
c upon African Ground: I hope it won't be long be- 
fore I do it, for we ſee Land already. But, Ma- 
1. dam, I can't make Ro 'till I am fo my 


ſelf; 


J mma 
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ſelf: I can't let him ſee Zelida, before I have ſeen 
Monſieur Mandat; and to write his Joy and good 
Fortune, will require quite another Man from 
what] am at preſent. Really, after this Story, that 
which you tell me of Martha, gave me as much 
Pleaſure as any ever heard; but that is only the 
Beginning of it; her Fortune can never ſtop there; 
and I would not ſwear, that we ſhan't in Time ſee 
Her Queen of Mauritania, Yer, for all this, I don't 
deſpair to ſee her hang'd; but this won't be ſo. 
Toon. I am very glad of what ſhe has procur'd for 
you from the Dutcheſs of Savoy; and am pleas'd 
to ſee, that Honours pour upon = from all Parts 
Ifo 


of the World. I myſelf could alſo have gotten you 
one of the King of Moroccos Muſtachio's, and a 


. Handful of the Beard together with two of the 


Cheek-Teeth of the King of Fez. But ſince the 
Death of him of Sweden, I thought you would not 
care to place your Friendſhip any more upon ſuch ' 
Sort of Peo le; and beſides, I am now more re- 
ſerv'd than I us'd to be; for [remember you have 
often upbraided me with my engaging you always 
with Lovers, when you defire none of them. IH 
am prudent for you, Madam, I am no leſs ſo for 
what concerns myſelf : Whatever fair Opportu- 
nity Fortune preſents me with, I ſhall take Care 
not to ſuffer myſelf to be caught; and I fhall live 
longer than I thought I ſhould, if the Prophecy of 
the ſage Enchantreſs be true, I moſt humbly be- 
ſeech her to believe ſhe cannot aſſume that Title 
with any Body ſo juſtly as ſhe may with me: 
Really, every Thing ſhe does inchants me, and I 
ſpent a whole Day in reading the four Lines ſhe. 
wrote to me. I ſhall take her Advice, and avoid 
Gradafilea, as much as I would do S:yz or Charyb- 
dis, Pray give me Leave to return my humble 
Thanks to my Lord Cardinal de /a Valette, for do- 


ing me the Honour to ſpeak of me in a Letter 


which he wrote to Count Brian; and likewiſe per- 
Mp) mit 


' 
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mit me to tell you the Pain I am in for Mademoi- 

ſelle Paulet's Illueſs. Her Fever, which you did 
not think would laſt above four and twenty Hours, 

will ſtick by me for ſeveral Days; and I ſhall ne- 
ver be cur'd of it, *till 'Thear ſhe is well. M. 4.4 
would never forgive me the Liberty you pardon 
in me, if ſhe ſaw that I am ne'er a whit the bet- 

ter for her Advice, and that 1 can't help- talking 
of others beſides you in the Letters I write to you: 

She'd loſe all Hopes of doing any Good upon me, 
and ſay, with more Reaſon than ever, that I have 

not a Bit of Gallantry in me: But tho? ſhe ſets: 
you above every Thing in the World, yet if ſhe 
Loew my Thoughts of you, I'll aflure you, Ma- 
dam, ſhe would think Tam full enough, 


The 3d of March. Tours, &c. 


To the Marquiſs de Sou RD IAS 
LET TER LX. 


Mx Loa p, 

| O' the conſtant Perſecution of my ill For- 

tune had render'd me inſenſible to all Sorts 

of Affliction, yet I could not digeſt that of not 
hearing ſometimes from you; and methinks the 

| Want of your Letters is an Unhappineſs able to 
| ſhake the Conſtancy of the moſt reſolv'd Philoſophers, 
Lhave, with much Impatience, long expected an 
Anſwer to my laſt, which I put into the Hands of 

your noble Lady; but now my Stock is quite ex- 
hauſted, and 1 can no longer adjourn my humble 
Petition, that you would put me out of Pain, and 
let me know what fatal Accident has depriv'd me 
of that Happineſs. Lou ſee, my Lord, with what 
9 H 2 Aſſu⸗ 
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Aſſurance I challenge your Promiſe ; and what an 
Opinion I have of your Goodneſs, when I ſo boldly 


beg this Favour of you, which-I importune you to 
ay with as much Confidence as if it were a juſt 


| . Debt, tho' it is only the mere Effect of your Indul- 


1 — and Liberality. And ſince you have always 
o great an Inelination to that Vertue, I flatter my 
ſelf, that you will not be diſpleasd with me, for 
giving you an Opportunity to exerciſe it. All that 
can aſſure you, is, that it ſhall be well employ'd, 
and heartily acknowledg'd; and that you cannot 
poſſibly make a greater Demonſtration of it, than 
bs condeſcending to ſhew it to, 


My Lord, 
Your very bumble Servant, 


— LCC —— —— ammo 


To Mademoiſelle RAMBOUIIIL Er. 
LETTER LXI. 


MavDan, 


j Have read at every Hour of the Day, the Let- 
ter which you writ at Midnight: and tho? Lan't 
sd to be over much pleas'd with Favours done 
me at that Hour, I receiv'd this with more Satis- 
faction than I can expreſs. After having thorough- 
ly examin'd it, I can find nothing in it that might 
diſcover it to be wzitten by one who was half a- 
ſleep ; and I was thereby confirm'd in the Judg- 
ment I formerly made of you, that at this Time 
your Wit is generally moſt lively, moſt bright, and 
aſſumes new Additions of Strength. In itudying 
for the Cauſe of this, I will by no Means ſuſpect 
you for any Harm, nor obſerve, that 'cis a _ 
LO er 
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der the Hour of Ghoſts and Devils ſhould be yours 


too. I chuſe rather to believe, *tis becauſe there 


can be no Night in- your Soul; and that being a 


Fountain of Light, the Darkneſs of the Night, 
which makes others heavy, cannot at all affect 
that: When Shades cover every Thing elſe, that 
ſhines forth with greateſt Splendor; and the Sha- 
dow of the Earth can neither reach that, nor tlie 
Stars. Tho? I ſpeak of it in Terms much more 
magnificent, I humbly beg you to believe, I ſhould 
not ſay ſo much Good of it, as I have receiv'd from 
it. The Choice it made for you of three or four 
Words, which gave your laſt Latter a more oblig- 
ing Air than any of your others, gave me an un- 


hop'd for Satisfaction, and inſpir'd me with a Jo 


which I am ſcrupulous of giving Way to, for fear 

ought not to he contented out of your Preſence. 
But pray, Madam, do but obſerve how far your 
Power extends: The very Moment you had writ- 
ten Word that you ſhould be glad to ſee an End to 
our Misfortunes, the Heavens began to clear up, 


and gave us a better Proſpect than ever. Singe 


this is ſo, and *tis the ſame Thing in you to deſire 
and to do Good, I humbly beſeech you to continue 
to have good Deſires for us. I have a Notion, that 
even this will produce ſome Happy Effect: Your 
good Fortune will overcome the Malignity of ours, 


and you may contribute more than any Body to 


the Accommodation which ſo many People labour 
to bring about. But pray, Madam, let it be quick- 
ly ; for really I am impatient to ſee the Wonders 
which are at Paris, I don't think the Gentlewo- 
man you mention to Monſieur de Cbaudebonne, can 
ſhew the moſt extraordinary, even tho' the Mon- 
key, which haslearn'd to play on the Guitar, could 
fing to it. I know where there are greater Miracles 
to 

I ih 


e ſeen than that; I myſelf am in Hopes too, 
all ſhew you one in the Alteration of my Hu- 
mour, which [ can promiſe you is at leaſt equal 
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to yours, tho? not ſo enchanting. You have there- 
fore no Need, Madam, to fear that a Melancholy 


which you diſſipate at ſo great a Diſtance, ſhould. * 


come quite to you; nor to be ſorry for your hav- 
ing loſt my Letters, when you ſhall find me my 
ſelf; I'll make =_ own, that I am better than 
them; and you ſhall fee I have never written the 
"beſt of my Thoughts. In ſhore, you may take my 


Word for it, that except a pretty many Hairs, 


which are turn'd grey, there has happen'd no Al- 


teration to me, but what is for the better; nay, 1 


hope, that even they will fall off with the Cares 
which produc'd them; and F ſhall certainly be 
-qQuite another Man, when I can tell you with my 
own Mouth, how much L honour you, and with 
what Reality I am, 


Bruſſels, October Madam, 
15,1634. | 
Your, &c, 


— - ̃ꝗU i ⁵¼ —2y᷑t — g.: — — —— ͤ—ä—ä— 


To the ſame. 
LETTER LXIL 


MApAu, 


J Don't know who the Abencerrages are, whom 

you prefer to me; bur I fancy they were no 
more born at Granada than I was. . the on- 
ly Advantage they have over me, is the being near 
you, and all my Crime is my Abſence, You may 


with Reaſon believe I am guilty of ſome mighty 


Crime, fince Heaven inflifts ſo great a Puniſh- 
ment on me; and I don't wonder you condemn 
me, and refuſe to hear the Defence of a Man who 


is ſo far from you: All the Ladies in the World, as 


well 
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well Moors as Chriſtians, do generally act thus. I 
only could wiſh, that in depriving me of your 
Friendſhip, you have not try'd to diſhonour me 
too, nor taken the Pains to accuſe me, in order to 
defend yourſelf, Lou had much better have fol- 
low'd the Example of Madam — and Made- 
moiſelle ; the firſt of whom, without . 
ing any Cauſe, breaks off all Correſpondence with 
me abruptly, thinking that it muſt come to that 
one Time or other; and the other deſerted me 
withcut any Noiſe, and holding her Tongue, out 
of meer Lazineſs, ſays nothing at all of me, nei- 
ther good nor bad. Yer, Madam, if you ſtill have 
ſo much Remains of Juſtice in you, as to believe 
one ſhould not leave his Friends, without ſome 
Pretence, I wonder you ſhould think of no better 
than that you altedge, You, who have ſo happy 
an Invention, and always gave ſo much Probability 
to your Fables. Moreover, Madam, I think you 
don't judge favourably. enough of the Letters L 
have written you, if you think thoſe I wrote ta 
Monſieur Mandat are better; I make a quite dif- 
ſerent Judgment of yours; and tho' I know no- 
thing of the other Letters you have written, I 
would {wear you never writ better. None but one 
who had ſo much Goodneſs as me, could ſpeak 
thus of them; and none elſe could prevail upon 
himſelf, to praiſe the Satyrs which are made a- 
— him. And, in Conſcience, a Man, who en- 
ures Injuries ſo patiently, very well deſerves Fa- 
vour 3 and you ought to be aſham'd to be ſo ri- 
gorous with one who bears it with ſo much Calm- 
neſs, and is ſo conſtantly, | 


Madam, 


Your, &c. 
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LETTER ILXIII. 


MApAM, 


Should have burnt this Letter after J had re- 

ceiv'd yours, if I gave much Credit to what you 
ſay to me; but I am ſo us'd to get nothing but 
Hurt from you, that I don't know how to look for 
any Thing elſe 3 and I ſuſpect Danger even from 
Peace itſelf, when you offer it me. I could wiſh 
that there were ſome Sign of Reconciliation be- 
tween you and me, as there is between Heaven 
and Mankind ; and that you had a Way to make 


* 


me as certain of your Promiſes, as I am fearful of 
Four Threats. Yet I look upon it as a good Omen, 
that Mademoiſelle, who had for ſome Days paſt 


deſerted me, has begun again to write to me; 
ſhe ſeems to me to be your Iris, and is the Rain- 
bow which appears after a Storm. She did not 
Mew herſelf, whilſt the Heavens were enrag'd a- 
ainſt me, and it thunder'd and lighten'd ; and in- 
eed, at ſo tempeſtuous a Time, nothing could 
have done me any Good, and I gave myſelf for 
one. After this, Madam, I leave you to imagine, 
= glad I was to open my Eyes at the Rays you 


were pleas'd to ſhoot upon me amidſt ſo much 


Darkneſs; hut I own I am not yet come thorough- 
ly to myſelf. I know you often. reconcile yourſelf 
to People, that you may have the Pleaſure of 
breaking with them again. I am afraid the Light 
you ſhew me, is a falſe Light, and is only the 
Glance of a Flaſh of Lightning, which, may be 
will ſhortly ſtrike me dead. If it beotherwiſe, a 
the Peace you are willing to grant me be real, I 
| receive 
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receive it as you could wiſh, and with any Condi- 
tions you ſhall pleaſe to annex to it. But, Madam, 
when I have done this, I would fain have you con- 
feſs my Innocence, and own you never ſuſpected 
me of the Crimes whereof you pretended to ac- 
cuſe me. Till this is done, and you have quite 
rgover'd me from my Fright, I can't make any 
Anſwer to what you aſk me about Chocolate, nor 
talk of Comedies, when my Head is full ot no- 
thing but Tragedies. Yet I could not help laugh- 
ing, when I read what you ſay of Monſieur de K—, . 
namely, that be ſtrikes like Monſieur Amadis bam elf 

Let your Eloquence be arriv'd at never ſo high a 

Pitch, I don't at all wonder at it, for I foreſaw it 
long ago : I am much more amaz'd at your being 
grown pleaſant. Whatever you tell me of Madam 
de , I don't know how to doubt her Fide- 
lity. I own 'tis a great Recommendation to her 
Lover, to be handſome, young, and a Gaſcon; but, 
for all this, you'll find ſhe'll be Fool enough not 
to leave me for him. I myſelf have known theſe - 
ten Years, how ſhe uſes Men who are young and 
handſome; and as for his being a Gaſcon, that's a 
„ pry you would not reckon among thoſe 
which may gain her Eſteem, if you remember'd 
that I-rold you formerly, ſhe ſaid, by way of Ridi- 
cule, that Felow's either a Gaſcon or a Picard, I dare 
ſay, I don't wonder you ſhould find admire in his 
Anagram ; but I "find admir'd in it too, and that's 
worſe yet, But come what will, Madam, I may 
have here, whenever I pleaſe, a Miſtrefs as hand- 
ſome as the Infanta Briana, as amorous as Made- 
moiſelle Arlanda, and as ftrong and large limb'd 
as Madam Gradafilea, Po be ſerious, one of the 
moſt powerful Laſſes in all the ſeventeen Provin- 
ces, has a Mind to ſtrike up'a Friendſhip with 
me: But Monſieur de Cbaudebonne adviſes me not 
ro venture, In the mean Time I run this Letter 
out into too great a Length, when L meant but to 


4. ſay 
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fay one Word; and Mademoiſelle 4 4-— won't 
think it at all gallant, fince I talk of ſo many 0- 
ther Perſons beſides you. But, Madam, how kind: 
will you be, it for this you write me a pretty Let- 
ter? If you refuſe me this Favour, at leaſt grant 
me the other which I beg of you, namely, to let 
me know your Thoughts of me, and to inform qe, 
whether you have prolong'd the four Years whic 
2 allow'd me to live. You may do as you pleaſe; 
ut really you ought to be more merciful to me, 


for I am infinitely ys 
Your, &c. 


The poor Devil will ſoon be well, and is almoſt 
cui*d already. I humbly thank the ſage Enchan- 
treſs for explaining the Adventure of Anaſtarax to 


me; I don't think any Thing was ever ſo horrible 


as his Hell muſt be; and I fancy I ſee Cerberus, 
and the three Furies, with all their Adders about 
them, in one ſingle Perſon : But what a Character 
does poor act among all thoſe wretched 
Creatures 


| * To rhe ſame. © 
LETTER LXIV: © 
b % lo w 
J Ying under ſuch great Obligations to Madam 


2.5 4 C-—, I ſhould be very much to blame, 
did I not ſpeak of her; but in a Letter where- 


in 1 cever mention'd your Mother, I think I might 


forget all the World beſides, I believe twas ſhe 
-writ the four Shani Lines about King Chiquito, 
Tam rot perfectſy well acquainted wich ner Hand; 
but I know the Air ſhe is us'd to write with, which 
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| is ſo gallant, and ſo particular to her, that 'tis im- 
Y poſſible to be deceiv'd in it, and no Body can imi- 
I tate it. As for your Letters, Madam, let me tell 
| you in private, and in a Style leſs lofry than the 

eginning of this Letter, and con{-quently more 
credible, that all you ſend me now, ſurprize me. 
They are much better than thoſe for which I us'd 

admire you ſo much formerly, and which 1 
thought the moſt beautiful in the World; and the” 


— .Y ̃ bn ˙˖— 


I am not much addicted to Envy, Iſhould be very 
| uneaſy, if *twere'a Man that writ ſo well. Made- 
| moiſelle Pauls has been pleas d to do me the Ho- 


nour to write to me. I find the long Letters 1 
wrote to her out of Spain, have tir'd her. Ican ſoon 
amend in this Point, and I can much more eaſily 
forbear writing too much to her, than can loving 
her too much. I think the only Man I have never 
ſpoken of, is the only Man I never ought to ſpeak : 
of z and it was better to give him-Proofs 1 my 
Diſcretion, than of my Friendſhip, . As I fo often 
ſpoke of thoſe abaut him, I thought he could never - 
imagine my leaving him out to be Forgetfulneſs, 
nor believe that I could forget a Man, whom Lam 
for ſo many Reaſons oblig'd to reſpect and ſerve : 
more than any other in the World. But F don't 
know why he ſhould ſay, we ſhall have a great 
many Diſputes about the SpaniÞ Tongue, unleſs 

remembering he has always had the better of me 
in every Argument we ever had with one anethery - 
and knowing the Pleaſure there is in diſputing and 
conquering, he is willing to prepare that Satisfae- 
tion for me againſt my Return, by: attacking me 
upon a Subject in which I muſt needs have the 
Advantage. Ibelieve, Madam, you will forgive 
me all I have added in this Letter, ſince twas for 
the Sake of Perſons whom you love no lefs: than 
you do yourſelf. Pray give me leave once more 
PT to tell your Brother, that l love him as much as 
| when. I bid hin allen, and that Lame his nr 
12 umble , 


. 


ſo noble. 


* 
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humble and moſt obedient Servant. I again kifs 


your Hands, Madam, for the Honour you have 


done me in writing to me. I was not ſo glad at 


ſeeing myſelf here, as I was at finding your Letter 
here ; but if you are once more ſo kind to me, I 
had rather you would write leſs eloquently, and 
more amicably ; for really you frighten me ; and 


when I ſee your Wit is ſo great, I-fancy I can ne- 


ver come y to it, nor obtain any Place in a Heart 
mong ſo many choice Expreſſions, let 
there be ſome gracious ones, Diſpel my Appre- 
henſions, for really J, in ſome Meaſure, deſerve 
your Care, being ſo much, 
| Madam, 


Tour, &c. 


DSD ee dee Sees 


To the Lord Cardinal de la VALETTE.. 
rr. 


My Lo Rp, 


Ell Truth, how long is it ſince you have had 
a Thought whether the four laſt Books of 
the Æneid were Virgils, or no, or whether Terence 
writ Pbormio? I ſhould not catechi ſe you thus free- 
ly ; but you know upon Friumphs, the Soldiers 


were us'd to jeſt with their Emperors 5- and the 


Joy of Victory gives Libertics, which otherwiſe 
would never be taken. Be frank therefore, and 
confeſs. how. long 'tis ſince you have thought of the 
little Erminia, the Verſes of Catulus, or thoſe of 
Monſieur Godeav, Yet, my Lord, if you have for- 
got every Thing elſe, you ought, at leaſt, to re- 
member your Benedicite; for no Body had ever 
more Caufe to ſay it, than you, or was more o- 


blig'd to return Thanks to the Lord of Hoſts, And 


indeed, 
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indeed, the Conduct and good Fortune with which 
you have ſav'd our Army, is one of the greateſt 
Miracles that was ever ſeen in War ; and all the 
Circumſtances of it are ſo ſtrange, that I ſhould 
Put them into the Chapter of downright Falſities, if 
we had not ſuch good Witneſſes of it, and if I did 
not know that there are no Wonders, but what one 
may believe of you. The Joy this has given to all 
here whom you love, is a Thing that can never be 
expreſs'd, But you may eaſily imagine, my Lord, 
that thoſe who were formerly raviſh'd with hear- 
ing you fing, er make Verſes, muſt be infinitely 
pleas'd now they hear that you raiſe Sieges, take 

owns, and beat Armies, and that our chief Hopes 
in our Affairs, are fix'd upon your Perfon. Fl aſ- 
fure you this is heard in this Place with all the 
Satisfaction you could wiſh for; and tho' you know 
nothing of it, your Arms make Conqueſts here, 
which are more defirable than any you can make 
on other Side the Rhine, 'Fhis ought to haſten 
your Return, be you never ſo ambitious ; for in- 
deed, my Lord, a Battle is not now the moſt glo- 
rious Thing that can be gain'd ; and you yourſelf 
fhall own, that there are ſome Roſes of a + Shoe 
more worth than nine Imperial Standards. I am, 


/ 
Paris, Ofob, p2, My Lord, 
1635. 
Your, &c. 
To 


4 + Some Roſes of a Shoe ; that in io ſay, ſome Ladies; 
for in Voiture's Time, the Ladies <vore Roſes: upon their 
— j ſo that this. is only a gallant Way of expreſſing 

wnjelſ, 113 | 
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CIRC RIGS 
To the ſume. 
LETTER ILXVI. 


My LoRp, | 
TF Shew'd to Monſieur de &. H——, to Monſieur 
de S. R , and to Monſieur S. Q-—, that 
Part of your Letter where you {peak of the Prince's 
Servants: Ecan promiſe you they were not at all 
Pleas'd with it; and I know that Monfieur des 
Ouches, to whom I have not yet mention'd it, won't 
like it a bit better: So that if Thad a Mind to 
Prepare myſelf againſt the Menaces you give me, 
you may imagine I ſhould not want Friends; and 
if I write to you now, tis not ſo much out of Fear, 
as out of a ſincere Affection, and the natural In- 
eli nation 1 have to obey you, Beſides thoſe I have 
nam'd, there are other braver Perſons here, with 
whom it would be more dangerous to quarrel, 
who don't at all approve of my taking Pains. to 
Faser Pleaſure, and who don't think it juſt you 
ould receive any when they are not with you. 


j And really, my Lord, fince your Abſence crofles 
ji all our Joys, it would be but equal if you defir & 
no other than that of ſeeking them again, and 
| were capable of no Diverfion *cill that Time came. 
| This I can ſay, all thoſe which we have here this 
| Seafon; do not hinder us from thinking of you, and 
wiſhing continually for your Return. The Cold 
| and Snows of the Alſatian Mountains, make us ſhis 
i yer every Day in the moſt crowded: Aſſemblies 3 
and the Terror of the Ambuſcades of the Croati« 
ans, gives us hourly Alarms in the Midſt of Paris. 
Bur, which is moſt ſtrange of all, and will, per- 


haps, to you ſeem incredible, Monſieur de B—,, 


and 
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and Monſieur. de R-—, have, for your Sake, been 
melancholy at a Ball, and figh'd when the Violins 
have play'd. I don't know, my Lord, what you 
may think of this, nor what Advantage you can 
draw from it : But, for my Part, F am ſure, that 
let them do what they will for you atter this, they 
can never give you a greater Proof-of their Aﬀec- 
tion. T'other Day, as I was ſhewing the laſt Let- 
ter you did me the Honour to write to me,. when 
I came to that Part of ic, where you inform us of 
your being juſt going, inſtead of into Alſatia, I read 
into Thacia. Ponazin, who you know is not much 
addicted to be mov'd at any Thing, turn'd as pale 
as my Neckcloth, and cry'd in an Amaze, into 
Thrace, Sir! and another who ſtood by, though 
ſomething better acquainted with the Map, was 
nevertheleſs. diflarb'd. I would willingly, my Lord, 
tell you ſomething of your Spouſe ; but I can't talk 
of her, becauſe. nothing can be ſaid of her but 
Things incredible, and there's nothing in her now 
that can poſſibly be deſcrib'd, _ Every Thing you 
knew in her that was lovely, admirable, and charm- 
ing, has increas'd hourly, and new Treaſures of 
Beauty, Generoſity, and Wir, are Ciſcover'd in 
her every Day. Beſides, I can aflure you, ſhe has 
had in your Abſence all the good Conduct you 
could deſire. There has indeed been ſpread: a- 
broad a certain Report, which has, without doubt, 
given you ſome Suſpicion of her, (for F know you 
Africans) and there is, I muſt own, a Spark of a 
Ii Family, and who, in Time, may poſſeſs a 
handfume Eſtate, who takes ſome little Pleaſure 
in ſeeing her: But for all that, ſhe has all the 
Sentiments of a wie, prudent Woman, and is juſt 
as I could have wiſh'd her, Really, my Lord if 
your Heart is not grown very hard among the 
Swedes, the Remembrance of all theſe Per ſons, 
ought to make you impatient to return; and what- 
. Ever Charms there may be in Glory, you mag 
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think it has as. many as them. Haſten your Jour- 
ney hither therefore as much as poſſible, and let 
your Ambition, at leaft for ſome Time, be turn'd 
towards them; for if Victory ſhould carry you to 
the very Gates of Prague, I don't think it would 
be at all for your Advantage, fince it would re- 
move you farther off. No Conqueſts on t'other 
Side the Rhine or Danube ought fully to ſatisfy you, 
and all Germany is not worth one Suburb that lies 
more this Way, Tam, 


My Lord, 8 
Nr 
| To the ſame. 
EE FE TER LXVII. 


My Lox d, | 
2 fancy one has nothing elſe to do, but to 
write, and you talk of it very much at your 
Eaſe: Lou have only twelve thouſand Men to 
command, and thirty thouſand. to refiſt: But if 
= had two or three Perſons that are here, to 
ce and admire, you would not think one had ſo 
much Time to ſpare. If you were in my Place, I 
dare ſwear you would not be a Bit more at Lei- 
fure than I am : I ſhould be heartily glad you 
were in it, that we might ſee how you would be- 
have yourſelf, with that Conduct for which you 
are ſo. much extoll'd, and that miraculous Pru- 
dence which has already extricated you from ſo 
many Dangers. For I'give you Notice, Sir, that 
when you return from the War, which now takes 
up all your Thoughts, you will have a more dan- 
gerous one to carry on, in which you will meet 
with Enemies much more. brave and fierce mw 
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the Germans ; and you, who by your Wiſdom, have 
hately ſav'd ſo many Millions of Lives, will then 
have much ado to eſcape yourſelf. There's no re- 
treating from them; and the very Sight is enough 
to defeat you. Fhere is, among the reſt, one Iron- 
Arm, who is the moſt terrible S now under 


the Sun. No Armour can reſiſt his Blows ; he 


breaks all he touches; and the greateſt Barbarities 
of the Croatians, are not to be compar'd to his. 
"Tis trae, my Lord, you know thoſe I talk of, and 
have already met them upon ſome Otcafions; 
but don't think to find them as you left them : 
Their Strength is lately increas'd; and their Power 
arriv'd at ſuch a Degree, that there is nothing now 
able to reſiſt them. There does not paſs a Day, 
wherein they do not make Conqueſts at the very 
Gates of Paris: They take, they kill, they deſtro 


every Thing that comes in their Way; and whil 


you are taken up with defending the Frontiers, 
they ſet Fire to the Heart of the Kingdom. Tet 
don't let this make you afraid of returning; and 
ſince you have never had the leaſt Apprehenſion 
in ſo many worn. f wherein any but you would 
have very much, don't begin to fear now; for 
tho? _ ſhew Mercy to no Body, yet I believe 
they will grant Quarter to you; and if you fall 
into their Hands, will treat you with all the Fa- 
vour that ought to be ſhew'd to a Priſoner of your 
Merit. As far as I can find out, they hope to make 
a Sight of you in that Condition; for F can't ima- 
gine —_—_ ey ſhould rejoyce ſo much as they do 
at your Victories, unleſs they thought you would 
one Day honour theirs ; and they will be extream- 
ly proud to ſee at their Feet the Conqueror of 
+ Galas, and to let the World know, that he who 
had been the Buckler of all France, could rr — — 
imſe 


+ Galas was one of the Generals of Fyrdinand the 
Third's Army. 
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* himſelf from their Blows. This makes them 
wiſh for your Return with incredible Impatience; 
and I dare confidently affirm; there is no Man in 
France whom they ſo earneſtly deſire to have, as 
you. L tell you this, my Lord, that you may pre- 
Pare for your Defence, or at leaſt that you may. {| 
not contract ſuch a Fondneſs for the Title of Vic- 
tor, as not to be able to bear the Loſs of it here. 
For my Part, let what will befal you at your Ar- 
rival, I'own Tlong till it comes; for I ſhall have 
no Pleaſure, *till I have the Happineſs to ſee you, 
and to tell you in your Fire- Corner, the Cares, 
-Uneafinefſes, and Fears, into which you have pur 


9 
all your Friends, I am, | 
My Lord, 1 
Your, See. 1 4 


FFC 
| | To the ſame. 4 
LETTER LXVII. 


Mr Loxov, 
2 muſt have ſome Mortification in your 4 
1 Triumphs; and fince you may have the 
Cor. verſation of Men of the Sword, whenever you: 
pleaſe, you muſt, with - Patience, endure, for a 
ö — the Diſcourſe of a Man ot the Pen. We 
at Paris can't endure you ſhould be in fo much Joy 
at Metz; and ſince we can't hinder it, we are at 
leaſt reſolv'd to interrupt it. Let I ſhould not have 
been ſo bold as to undertake this Taſk, had I not 
been commanded by a Lady who can be deny'd 
nothing, and whom even thoſe who are ſubmitted 
to by whole Armies with their Generals, would 
not be at all aſham'd. to obey. I own, Sir, every 
Time that I fancy I ſee you with nine or ten Mai- 
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?res de Camp about you, I Pity Terenee, Virgil, and 
myſelf, and all thoſe Perſons here who wiſh to be 
in your Remembrance; for I dare ſay there is not 


a2 Baſtion in your Town, tho' never fo little, but 


what you love a great deal more than you do me. 
Yet I was afraid to murmur at this; I -confider'd 
there were ſome who had a better Right to com- 


plain of ir, and IL was unwilling to be at Variance 


with a Man who, they ſay, has all the Troops of 
Mareſchal de Ia Force in his Power. But ſince I am 


ſpirited up to ſpeak, and there are People here 


who will ſtand to all L write, I ſhan't be afraid to 
tell you, 'tis a miſerable Thing to think of, that 
your Affection, which. was ſo lately fhar'd 2 


the moſt amiable Perſons in the World, ſhould 


now be, as it were, given for Plunder to Soldiers. 
I am no longer myſelf, when J conſider that the 
Place which the moſt adorable Creature upon 
Earth had in your Heart, is perhaps now given'to- 
Colonel Ehron; that Madam 4 C-—, and Made- 
moiſelle de Rambouitet, have loſt theirs to ſome 
Aid de Camp, or Serjeant-Major, and-that mine may: 
be beſtow'd upon a beggarly Corporal. This 
Thought, my Lord, has thrown us all here into 
an Affliction which *tis impoſſible to expreſs: There 
is but ore that remains conſtant, and ſhe main- 
tains we wrong you in entertaining any ſuch Suſ- 
Icions of you. The Lady I ſpeak of, is fair and 
at, gayer and handſomer than the fineſt Days in 
this Seaſon, and ſuch as you could hardly equal in 
the whole Country of Meſſina. She has Eyes, in 


which one would think there were the Light of 


the whole World, a Complexion which makes e- 
very Thing elſe look black, and a Mouth which 
all the Mouths in the World can never ſufficiently 
praiſe, full of Charms, and which never opens but 
with Wit and Judgment, You. may eaſily judge, 
by my Deſcription of her, that ſhe's a Beauty very 
different from Queen Epicharis ; but tho' ſhe is 

, not, 
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not a Gypſy, as that Queen is, ſhe is neverthelefs 


as great a Thief as if ſhe were. In her very Infan- 


cy, ſhe robb'd the Snow and Ivory of their White- 


neſs, and the Pearls of their Clearneſs and Luſtre; 
he robb'd the Stars of their Beauty and 17 3 
and there does not pafs a Day, but ſhe ſteals ſome 


Ray from the Sun, and adorns herſelf with it in 


the Face of the whole World. Laſtly, in an Aſſem- 


bly which was met at the Louvre, ſhe robb'd all 
the Ladies of their Gracefulneſs and Splendor, 
and the Diamonds which they wore, of their 


of the Queen's Crown, but took away the choiceft 
and moſt brilliant of them. Yet tho' every Body 


knows of her Violence, no Body oppoſes it, ſhe 
with Impunity does whatever ſhe pleaſes ; and 


tho” there are Fellows at Paris, who would not 
ſeruple to ſeize even a Duke the very next Day 


after he was marry'd, yet there are none ſo bold 


as to undertake to interrupt her Courſe. She 


commanded me to tell you; that ſhe has not the 
Suſpicions of you which others have; and that, in 
Return for this Favour, ſhe expects you would 


ſend her fix of the triumphal Arches that were 
Jeft after your Entry, four Dozen ot publick Ac- 
clamations, and the poetical Works of the Landgrave 
of Heſſe, I would adviſe you to perform, to a Tit- 
tle, whatever ſhe defires of you ; and, above all 


Things, to avoid being at Variance with her; for 
if ſhe reſolves to do you a Miſchief, all your 


Guards can never keep you fafe from her. Metz 


is not a Place ſtrong enough to defend you againſt 


her Power, But, my Lord, I forget that I detain 
you too long from your numerous Affairs; and, if 


ſtretch out my Letter any farther, I am afraid 


you'll be forc'd to defer reading it *tilk a Peace is 
concluded. Yet I ſhould be very ſorry, if you did 
not read the End of it, ſince what moſt nearly 


concerns me, is, for you to read the ſerious Pro- 


teſtations 


Bri 5 8. ; may, ſhe did not fpare the very Jewels 
e 
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teſtations I make, that of all thoſe who have re- 
ceiv'd Favours of you, none is with more Zeal and 


Reſpect, 
| My Lord, 
Your, &c. 
S eee Sees 


To Madam 


X XR X X 


LETTER ILXIX. 


MApAu, 


, || Have forgot all that I ſhould ſay to ==, to 


whom you would reconcile me, and I aflure 
you *tis not becauſe I have ſlept ſince; Iam for 


to have ſo little Concern for a Perſon ſo well re- 


commended to me ; and that not being able to 
afford her any Room in my Affection, ſhe had 
no more in my Memory. It's that Part of m 
Soul in which I may with moſt Juſtice allow her 
a Place, being that which is moſt 14 tommy to the 
E and wherein Things paſt are laid up. 
ut if I ſay any Thing obliging to her after Din- 
ner, ſhe ſhall not be able to complain that I talk 
to her by Heart; for I find that I'm ſo much a 
Stranger to all that I have to ſay to her, that if 
* do not quickly relieve me, you ſhall ſee that 
1 know no more than you, either the Words or 


+ Time, I wiſh you knew no better that of your 


Departure: For without lying, I have not Cou- 
rage to endure the bare Thought of it, which 
Rifles in me all others. When I think that to Mor- 
row you will be no longer here, I am ſurpriz'd 
that 1 am to Day in the World; and I am ready 
to confeſs to you, that there is ſome Fiction in 
this Love which I teftify, when I conſider that 1 
yet breathe, and that my Grief has not yet finith'd 
ay 
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my Days. Others have loſt their Speech, and con- 
fin'd themſelves to the Solitudes of Aeypr, for leſs 
Misfortunes than mine, 1 own that I could not go Fi 
ſo far from you, to vent my Grief z but I am, me- 1 
thinks, to be excus'd for not ſecking a Cell in the 

Deſarts of Agypt, fince J hope for a Place in that 
which you are making, It is this Hope only which 
keeps me in the World, and my Lite hangs only 
on this ExpeQation, I know not whether all that 
I here ſay, be within the Bounds of a paſſionate 
Friendſhip ; but you cannot accuſe me of ſpeak- 
Ing too incelligibly fince all my Words will bear 

a double Conſtruction ; nor complain that I do not ® 
write to you in ſuch Terms as you defire, fince 1 1 
never met with the Perſon that ſhould inform me * 
what thoſe are, So long as ſome Allowance is 
made for my Failings, and that I may tell you 4 
ſome Part of my Thoughts, I ſwear to you, by the 
ſame Affection that I did Yeſterday, that the on- f 
ly Folly I ſhall ever be guilty of, ſhall be always ⁵⁶ 
to love the moſt amiable Perſon that ever was, 

and that I will be content to be hated by you, i 

whenever T offer you my Friendſhip, ; 


My Lord. 

| Your, &. KB 
757 

20 Mademoi elle de RAMBOUIII Er. 

„ER LXK.; 7 


Mavan, | al, | | 

1 Never thought I could poſſibly have been af- 

flited at receiving a Letter from you, or that 
you could tell me any News ſo bad, as not to be 


able to comfort me for them at the ſame Time. 
I fan- 
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I fancy'd'my Misfortunes were arriv'd at too high” 
a Pitch. ever to increaſe; and after you had ſhewn 
ourſelf able to make me ſometimes endure with 
— the Abſence of your Mother and your 
ſelf, I believ'd there was nothing but what you 
could teach me to endure. But forgive me, if 1 
tell you, that I found the contrary in the Affliction 
] was ſtruck with for the Death of Madam Aubry, 
which was really heavy enough to fink me with 
its Weight, and had lik'd to deſtroy the little Pa- 
tience I had left, You may very well judge, Ma- 
dam, how exceſſively it muſt grieve me to loſe a 
Friend ſo good, ſo eſtimable, and perfect as ſhe 
was, and one who, after having given me ſo many 
Tokens of good Will, was pleas'd to give me more 
in the very laſt Hours of her Life. But even tho“ 
I did not confider my on Intereſts, I could not 
help infinitely regretting a Perſon by whom you 
were infinitely belov'd, and who, among a great 
many other extraordinary Gifts, had that of know- 
ing your Worth as much as it is poſſible to do it, 
and eſteeming you above all Things in the World 
beſides. Let I muſt contefs, if I'tan receive any 
Comfort in this Misfortune, tis in conſideting the 
Fortitude ſhe ſhew'd, and the Firmneſs with which” 
ſhe went thro' a Thing whoſe very Name usd 
always to make her tremble. It gives me very 
grout Conſolation, to hear that ſhe had at her 
Death the only good Qualities that ſhe wanted in 
her Life-time, and could call up her Reſolution 
and Cong — ſo proper an Occaſion. And 
indeed, when I ſedat * reflect upon this, I make 
it a Point of Conſcience to forbear bemoaning her, 
and think 'tis loving her with too much Self. inte- 
reſtedneſs, to be ſorry for her baving left us in 
order to be more happy, and for her being gone 
into the other World to find that Repoſe, which 
here ſhe could never obtain. I receive with all 
Gratitude the Advice you give me to ſtudy * 
uſefu 


- 
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uſeful and neceflary a Leſſon as often as I am able, 
and to prepare myſelf to do what ſhe has done 
already. The ill Fortune which has hitherto pur- 
ſu'd us, is no ſmall Perſwaſive to us to follow your 
Counſel, N king ts much encourages one to die, 
as the having no Pleaſure in this Life. But if the 
Hopes which Fortune now gives us a View of, 
ſhould happen to ſucceed ; if, after ſo many Years 
of Miſery, we are yet to have ſome Days of Happi- 
neſs ; I muſt beſeech you, Madam, to let me have 
ſome Thoughts more gay than thoſe of Death; 
and if I ſhall ſhortly ſee you again, as it is now 
probable I may, you muſt pardon me if I have not 
yet-a-while an Averſion for the World. When you 
tell me, you believe I am deſtin'd to ſomething 
great, you make me n ſomething better in 
the future Part of my Life, than to deſire to have 
it end ſo ſoon. For my part, I can aſſure you, that 
if Deſtiny does promiſe me any thing good, I 
Man't be wanting on my fide to promote it, but 
ſhall do all I can to co-operate with it, and to ren- 
der myſelf deſerving of your Prophefies. In the 
mean 'Time, 1 moſt humbly beg you to believe, 
that of all the Favours I can deſire of Fortune, 1 
wiſh for nothing more earneſtly, than that ſhe 
would do for you as ſhe ought, and put it in my 
Power to let you ſee with how much Sincerty-I 


am, 
Madam, 
5 Yours, &c. 


Pray, Madam, give me leave to thank my La- 
dy, your Mother, for the Honour ſhe does me in 
remembering me: when ſhe informs me by your 
Hand, that ſhe always admires.in Silence, ſhe in- 


ſtructs me how I ought to reſpect Her. 
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Jo tbe ſame. To thank her for having 
» «gotten him a Place. 

* 1 1 12241 ren! WY at 

8 94 * MAD AM, 1 3 3 Sar! 11 ' 2 "4 
; I Think IL ought at leaſt to give you a Letter 
9 B for the Patent you have fent me, and let the 
t Words I brite be never fo proper or well — 
u they will not be ſo rich as thoſe you have obtain 

g bor me, fince theſe latter are worth ten Thouſand 
n Crowns. Monſieur de Pay-Lanrens diſpatch'd this 
e Buſineſs for me with all the Care and Expedition 
Ft that could be deſir'd. I thought, indeed, that he, 
1 uo had done ſb many Things for the Ladies, 


it 1 would not fail to ſerve the perfecteſt of the whole 
3 dex, upon ſuch an Occaſion, and that the moſt 


le charming Mouth in the World, would not be o- 
e, pen d in my Favour, in vain. Since this good For- 
i | tune has happen'd to me, I faney there is none I 
e | can miſs:of, and that of being wealthy is the leaſt 
y 1 that can fall to me, ſince you wiſh I may be happy. 
1 AYet;.tho!:l-am not much us'd to be concern d a- 
"Z bout any -thing that regards my Eftabliſhmenr, 1 
don 1 'receiv'd this piece of good Fortune with 
4 very great Joy, and ſhould have thought tayſelf 


too much ſelf . intereſted upon this Occafion, did l 
not know that your having procut d me this Bene- 
fir, was what made it m ſt dear to me! And in- 
deed; thoſe, who count: Wealth among the Things 
_ thatjare indifferent, do not put your Favour upon 
the ſame Foot ; and for my Part, I think L ought 
not to reckon that among the Goods of Fortune, 
which I became poſſeſs'd of thro' the Interceſſion 
of Virtue. — Wt Imay call youu by 
109 | at 


gin d; for pe 


17 Monſieur Vortvre's Letters. 


that Name, without ſpeaking improperly, and i 
what I bear of you, be true, that Ap ende 


would fit you much more aptly, than the Name 


ou are call'd by at preſent. At leaſt, ſhe never 
hew'd herfelf to the World ſo lovely as ſhe ap- 


pears in you j and thoſe who were formerly ac- 
th her, 


quainted wi and ſaid, that all Mankind 
would be in Love with her; if ſhe ſuffer'd herſelf 
to be ſeen naked, would have thought her much 


mote Charming, had fhe been cloath'd' with your 


Perſon. And really, when I reflect upon the Mi 
racles it is fufl of, and the many Graces Heaver 
has adorn'd you with, 1 think that the Favour 1 
now thark you for, is the very leaſt you ever did 
met 1 look upon the Place you ſometimes give 
me in your Cloſet, to be more valuable than that 
au have got for me; and you can never do ne ar 
&indneſs greater Monch gn Sos a 
talk with you. Yet, Madam, I don't know but 
this laſt may be more eſtimable than it ſeems to 
be ; and ſince I am at preſent ignorant who you 
have given me to, tis poſſible the Service you 
have done me, may be — mes than you ima- 
rhaps you have given me toa Miſtreſs 
who deſerves to be Miſtreſs of the whole World; 
whoſe Soul may be noble, amiable, and liberal, 


whoſe Heart may be great and generous, whoſe 


Perſon may be accompliſh'd and charming, and 
who may have thoſe ſecret Charms for all Man- 
kind in general, which every one of them in par- 
ticular admires in the Perſon he loves. — f 
her Wit may be above every Thing that can t 
imagin'd, ful of Fire and Judgment, pleaſing and 
innocent as that of Angels; ſhe may be learn'd in 
ſeveral Sciences, underſtand three or four Lan- 
guages, know the Situation of the whole Earth, 
as well as that of the petit Larembourg, be acquaint- 
0 with the Motions of the Heavens, and with the 
ame and Place of all the Stars, and yet not know 
* 1 | one 


* 
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January. n Your, &c. 
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"To. Mademoiſelle” de Ra MBOULLERHs.. 
LETTER LxXXI = 


"ab an, . 
Cine my Addreffes to you art all honourably 
meant, I think. there is no ſort -of Galant 
which I may not /afely-praftiſe 5 and Having trou- 
bled you formerly with my Verſes, I. copcluds 
kom can be no great Harm in ſending voa a Noſe- 
| Tis a. Preſent. Which. the Gods have ſome- 
Nele vouchſafed to receive from Men: And mp 
Flowers are the pureſt and nobleſt Productions 
the Earth, to whom can they be offer d with 8 . 
1 uſtice, than to! your ſelf? At leaſt, yqu ought to 
ove * for this Conſi deration, that there is not 
one Flower amongſt em all, whoſe — 15 
t t 


Lim 'd by ſome e cacious Virtue; 
they are the Dau phters of Se and Aus By, and ot 


rival Pearls and ia monds in their Lale In 

3 they will lofe a tor Brightneſs asToon 
as. they, come near you z/ you” H ſyon make it ap 

pear that the Bexaties © 8 120 are oy 1098 0 


compar d * 8 fe pteſum 

dam, that 2 Nie to ad ak f 5 

and, knee Min reprete Heaveri'ſ Every „ refpett 
Cy out not deny t the A of Having ro- 


du Þ Eine 2 be Ir: were too 5 in 1 
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Number : And fince we are commanded to de- 
piſe 'em, is it not reaſonable to believe you ars 
not to be reckon'd amon them, fince you com- 
mand the Eſteem and Affection of all that ſee 
you, and make all ſubmit to your Yoak, that pre- 
tend to be rational? I ſee what Conſequence you 
may draw from this, if you think me one of that 
Claſs ; but, Madam, 1 conjure you to believe that 
the higheſt Effect your Charms have produc'd-in 
me, is that of Admiration; and that Jam with tho 


rofoundeR 57.5 b 
- Madam, 
Your, &c. 


D ee De eee, 


To, Monſſeun .. Aer Corbie was 
- Fetaken from the! Spaniards, y rhe 
Ning Army; being n Chardter of 
tbe. Lord Cardinal Richelieu, cud 4 
fcarion of bis Conauth, A 


* . 
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11% „ Hort [ts re” g 1 
Own 1 "2A bs reveng 54 5 age 1 had 
epdur'd, for two Momhs rogerher, 4 Bone laugh- 
-at me, upon accom of the good, Hopes Thad 
our e ad Rear you condemn the Con- 
of them, becauſe the Event hap en'd to be 
„and feen bi Nia apß for the NON a 
* Lare? t. gives. me. very g great P leaſure 
3 25 able to tell you we have ry 
= This; 359 will certainly amaze jo, 
as. all Z ur 25 and you will wonder how Je 
peng that a whom you Ae ſo wiſe, 
he have Ge alarly, the Quality of taking 
great 
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uffer a Place to be retaken, upon which it might 
eaſily be imagin'd, the whole Endeavours of the 


War would fall, and the defending or taki of 


which would, for that 8 give the Ho- 
nour of the Arms to one Side or t'other; never 
theleſs we are Maſters of it. Thoſe who had been 


thrown into it, were 7 glad the King would 
c 


ire them Leave to march out ;-and quitted with 
Yoy theſe Fortifications which they had rais'd, and 
under which they ſeem'd reſolv'd to periſh. I de- 
fire, therefore, you would confider-what has been 
the End of this Expedition, which hath made ſo 
much Noiſe. Tis three Years ſince firſt the Ene- 
mies form'd this Defign, and threaten'd us witli 
this Storm. Spain and Germany had us d their ut- 
moſt Efforts in order to it; the Emperor had 
ſent his beſt Commanders, and his beſt Cavalry 
the Army of Handers' had furniſh'd all its beſt 


Troops; from all theſe is ſorm'd an 1 wn five 


and twenty Thouſand” Horſe, fifteen Thouſind 
Foot, and forty, Pieces of Cannon. This Cloud, 
big with Lightning-and Thunder, comes to break 
over Picardy, which it finds unprepar'd, all our 
Arms being employ'd elſewhere. They preſently 
take Capelle and” Caſtelet; they attack and take 
Corbie in nine Days Time. This makes them Mas» 
ſters of the River; they paſs it; they ravage all 
they find between the Somme and the Oiſe; and 
whilſt no body reſiſts them, they valiantly keep 
the Field, kill our Peaſants, and burn our Villages. 
But upon the very firſt Advice that is brought 
them, of the King's Brother's advancing with an 
Army, and himſelf following, they retire; they in- 
trench themſelves behind Corbis; and when they 
hear that we don't ſtop, but march againſt them 
as faſt as poſſible, our Conquerors run away from 
their Intrenchments : Thoſe brave, thoſe war- 
like Nations, Wo ſay are born to N 
F f 3 33 Me 


eat Care to keep what they have won, ſhould 
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the whole World, fly from. an Army which they 
faid;was made up of nothing but our Coach- men 
and Foot: men: And. thoſe very Men who were ſo 
confident, that they talk'd of piercing thro” France 
to the very Pyrenæan Mountains, threaten'd to 
lunder Paris, and to pull down from the very 
hurch of Notredame, the Standards taken from 
them in the Battle of Avern, do permit us to make 


Lites of Circumpallation round a Place of the 


- . 


utmoſt Importance to them. ; give us Time to 
build Forts there, and Ke let us attack it 
and take it by Force, before their Faces. This is 
the End of the Bravadoes of Pichmini, who ſent 
to tell us by his Trumpets, at one Fime, that he 
wiſh'd we had Powder; and at another, that we 


had Cavalry; and when we had them, he fairly 


pete and Caſielet, which are not worth ſpeaking of, 
all the Fruit this mighty, this victorious Arm 

has produc'd, is the taking ee order to te-: 
Kore it into the King's. Hands with a Counter- 
ſcarp, three Baſtions, and three Half. Moons more 
than it had before. If they had taken ten or a do- 
zen more of our Towns, with the ſame Succeſs, 
our Frontier would be; in. a much better Conditian, 
and they would have fortify'd it better, than thoſe 
have hitherto done to whoſe Care it is commit- 
ted. Do you think, Sir, that the retaking of Amiens 
was a bit more important, or more glorious than 
this? Then the Power of the Kingdom was not 
taken off elſewbere; all our Forces were joyn'd 
together, and all France ſat down; before one Place. 
Here, on the contrary, we had this Town to rex 
take, in the Height of an infinite Number of other 
Affairs, which preſs'd us on all Sides; at ; Timg 
when the State ſeem'd to be exhauſted of eyęry 
Thing, and in a Seaſon wherein, beſides Men, we 
had the Heavens to fight with. And whereas, be- 


turns Tail and marches off. So that, beſides 185 
3. 
y. 


fore Amiens the Spaniards had not an Army, Ya 
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to make us raiſe it; 
they had one of forty Thouſand Men at Corbis; be- 
fore the Siege of it was begun; ſo that if this Event 
does not make you a good Frexeb Man; at leaſt, I 
dare ſay it wilf provoke you —_ the Spamards, 
and make you aſham'd you ſhould ever take a 
liking to a People who have ſo little Vigour, and. 
can turn their Advantages to no better Uſe. 
Mean time, thoſe who out of Hatred to them who 
are at the Helm, grow to hate their Country; 
and whos; ſo they could but ruin one Man, did not 
care if they ruin'd all France, thoſe, I ſay, turn'd 
to Ridicule all the Preparations we made in order 
to apply a Remedy to this Surprize. When the 
Troops we had levy'd here march'd towards Pi- 
cardy, they cry'd they were Victims intended to 
be facrific'd'to the Enemy ; that our whole Army 
would be broke at the firſt Shock; and that the 
Soldiers, being unus'd tg War, would run away the 
Moment they ſaw the Spaniards,” Then, when the 
Troops we were ſo much threatemd with, were 
retir'd, and we had taken a Neſolution to block 
up Corbie, this Deſign too was condemn'd, People 
ſaid, to be ſure the Spaniards had provided it with 
all 1 neceſſary, having had two Months Lei- 
ſure to do it in, and that we ſhould ſpend before 
this one Place, the Eord knows how many Milli- 
ons of Gold, and à great many ſtout and brave 
Men, and not take it neither may be, in leſs than 
three Years Time. But when it was reſolv'd to 
attack it by Force, tho* deep in the Month of N. 
dember, then the whole Nation in general was in 
an Uproar, "Thoſe who meant well, confeſs it to 
be- a mad Project; but the reſt cry'd out, the Mi- 
niſtry were afraid our Soldiers would not die faſt 
enough with Miſery and Hunger, and therefore 
they had'a' mind to” drown them in their own 
Trenches. For my Patt, tho* I knew the Incon- 
veniencies which M7 enſue upon Sicges, 
11 4 * 
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that are begun at ſuch a Seaſon af the Year, I ſuf. 


. my Judgment, I believ'd that thoſe who 
ad been the Promoters of this Undertaking; had 


ſeen the ſame Things which I ſaw, and had be- 
fides ſeen. other Things which did not ſee; that 
they would never, without Grounds, engage in the 
Siege of a Place, upon which the Eyes of all-Chri> 
ſtendom were bent; and the very finſt Moment 
that I was credibly-inform'd of its being attack'd, 
I no longer doubted but it would be taken. For 


tho! we have indeed ſometimes known the Lord 


Cardinal to be deceiv'd in thoſe Things which he 


aranſacted by others 3 yet we never knew: bim 


Fail in thoſe Enterpriſes, which he put his own 


Hand to execute, and which he ſupported with 


his Preſence. For this Reaſon I was of Opinion 


at theſe three Months, pray give me Leave, in the 
Dejection wherein this News has caſt you, to tell 
you my 'Fhoughts of him. ee 
I am none of thoſe, who, having a Deſign, as 
you ſay, to turn Elogiums into Places, makes Mi- 
racles of all the Lord Cardinals Actions, exalt 
His Praiſes above what a mortal, Man gught to 
22 to, and out of their Zeal for him, would 
tain make the World. believe Things which are 
utterly incredible. Neither am I ſo mean ſpirited 
as to hate a Man becauſe he is above others ;3 nor 
do I ſuffer my ſelf. to be caxry'd away with the 
Tide of the. Love or Hatred of the Publick, which 
I know to be generally very unjuſt, I look upon 


him without either Prejudice or Favour, and ſee. 


him with che ſame Eyes wherewith. he will be 
beheld by Poſterity. But when, two Hundred 
Years hence, thoſe who came after us, ſhall read 
] x in 


that he would overcome all. manner. of Difficulties; . 
and that he who had taken Neale, in ſpite of the. 
Ocean, could eafily take, Corbie, in ſpite of the 
Rains and the Winter. But fince we have — 
pen'd to ſpeak of him, and I have not dar'd to do 


— 
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in our Hiſtory, that Cardinal Richelzeu demoliſh 
Rechife, ſuppreſs'd Hereſy, and by one ſingle - 
Treaty, as with a Net, gain'd Thirty or Forty of 
its Towns at one ſwoop; when they ſhall hear that 
in the time of his Miniſtry, the EngiiÞ were beaten, . 
Pignerol conquer d, Catal ſuccour'd,:: all Lerrain 
joyn'd to this Crown, the greateſt Part of: A//atia 
abjected te our Power; the Suniardt defeated at 
Veiltane and Avein; when they ſhall ſee that, fo 
long as he was at the Helm of Affairs, France had 
not one Neighbour which it did not win Places 
from, or defeat in Battle; if they have any Drop 
of French Blood in their Veins, or the leaſt Love 


for their Country's' Glory, can they read theſe 


Things without Having an Eſteem for him ? A4 
do you think they will Value him e'er the left, 
Becauſe in his Time the City- Rents were paid a 
little later, and a few new Officers were put inte 
the Eſtabliſhment ? All great Things muſt coſt a a 
reat deal; great Efforts diſhearten, and ſtrong 
edicines weaken; but if we may look upon States 
as immortal, and conſider future Conveniences: as 
if they were preſent, we ſhall find that this Man, 
who is accus'd of having ruin'd Fance, has ſav'd it 
a great many Millions, by the ſole taking of Ro- 


belle which, for two Thouſand Tears hencefor- 


wards, in all Minorities of Rings, in all the Dif- 
contents of Great Men, and in all Occaſions of Re- 

volt, would never have fail'd to rebel, and would 
have oblig'd us to be at an everlaſting Expence. 
This dy 1 had but two Enemies which it 
needed to fear, the Hagonots and the Saniard iu: My 
Eord Cardinal, upon his Entrance into Affairs, 
took it in his Mind to ruin them both. Could he 
have form'd a Peſign more glorious and more 

uſeful? One of them he has brought about, and 
has not quite finiſh'd the other; but if he had fail i 
in the firſt, thoſe who now cry that *twas a Reſe- 
latien-our of Seaſon, and aboye our Forces, as Ex- 

. DAY CHEE G1460 TO cok; pFeriense 


? 
| 
| 
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Experierce has prov'd, to attack Spain; would 
they not in the ſame manner have condemn'd the 
Defign of rooting out the Hugonots? Would they 
not have ſaid twas Madneſs, to renew an Undef- 
taking wherein three of gur Rings had 4 | 


faild, and which the late King durit neverthink | 
of 7: And would they not have concluded, as fallly | 
as they do now in this Affair, that the Thiag was | 


- 


not feaſible, only. becauſe it had, not yet been 
done? But, pray, was it his Fault or Fortunes, 
that this Deſign was not effected? Let us conſi . 
der the Means he us'd to bring it about, and the 
Engines he ſet at work. Let us fee how narrowly 
he miſt rooting up that great Tree, the Houſe, of 
Auſtria, and how he:ſhook the very Roots of * 

Trunk, which; with two Branches,  over-fpread : 
the North and Weſt, and gives Suſpicion te all the 
reſt-of the Earth. He fetch'd from the very Pole 
that Hero who ſeem'd born te ſet it on fire, and 
hewit down. This was he who fill'd Germany 
with: * . 0 e Thunder, and was heard o- 


2 * KP a 


ver the whole World. But when this Storm was | : 
diſpers'd, and Por tune had parry'd off the Blow, 5 


was he at all the leſs vigorous & hd did not he 
once more put the Empiie in greater Danger 
than ever it was in even by the Luſs of the Battle 
of Lipſcvic and Zutzen? His Addreſs and Practices 
all of a ſudden brought an Army into the very 
Heart of Germany, with a Leader who had all the 
Qualities neceſſary to make an Akeration in a 
State. But if the King of Sweden run himſelf far | 
ther into Danger, than à Man of his Deſigns ant 
Condition dught ta do, and if the Duke of Frides 1 
and; deferring his Enterprize too long, ſuffer'd it 
to be difcover'd ; could he enchant the Bullet | 
which kind the former in the midſt of his Vic> 
tory, or make the latter Proof againſt the Blows. 
of a Pertuiſan ? H after all this, to conclude tge 
total Deſtruction of our Affairs, the Captains who 
com- 


5E 


f 
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tommanded the Army of our Allies before Norſing- 
ben; gave the Attack at a wron Time; was it in 
the Power of the Lord Cardinal, who was at two 
Hundred Leagues Diſtance, to make them change 
this Reſolution, or to reſtrain the Precipitation of 
thoſe, who for an Empire, which was the Prize of 
this Victory, would not ſtay three Days 
you ſee that Fortune, in order to ſave the Houſe 
of Aufiria, and fruſtrate the Deſigns of the Cardi- 
nal, which are now calbd raſh, was fore d to work 
three Miracles, I mean, to bring about three great 
Events, which were not at all likely to 1 7 
the Death of the King of Sweden, that of the Duke 
of Fridiland, and the Eofs of the Battle of Norlings 
ben. Lou will tell me that he can't juſtly complain 
of Fortune, for having eroſs' d him in theſe few- 
Things, fince ſhe had ſer v'd him ſo faithfully up- 
on ſo many other Oecaſions; that twas ſhe who 
fuffer'd/him- to take Towns, tho' he never beſieg d 
any before; who made him command Armics- 
with Succeſs, .tho' he had no Experience; who» 
always led him, as it were, by the Hand, and ſav'd 
him from the Preci pices to which he had run him- 
felf, and to conclude, who has often made him 
ſeem bold, wiſe and pradent.. Eet us therefore 
view him in ill Fortune, and examine whether he 
has had leſs Boldneſs> Wiſdom and Prudence. Our 
Affairs did not go over-well in Hay; and as tis 
the Fate of France: to win Battles and loſe: Armies, 
ours was very much diminiſh'd ſince the laſt Vice 
tory that it had gain d over the Spaniards. We had 
no better Suaceſs before Di, he re 1 
the Siege made us fearful of an unfortunate Iſſue; 
when, preſently we were inform'd, that the Ene- 
my was enter'd Pirardy, and taken Capeue, Caſtebt, 
and Corbis, and that thoſe three Places, which in 
all Appearance would have detain'd thenr ſeveral 
Months, did — Nn them up eight Days. 
Wery Thing is on Fire to the Banks of the River 


4 . 
4 


Ss 5 
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Oiſe; from our Suburbs we can ſee the Smoke of 
the Villages that are burnt ; every body is alarm'd; 
and the Capital of the K.ingdom is in a panick 
Terror. Upon this, Advice is brought from Bur- 
gundy, that the Siege of Dole was rais d and from 
Xaintonge, that there are fifteen: Phouſand Peas 
ſants re volted and in the Field; and that 'tis fear'd 
Foitton and Guyenne will follow their Example; Ill 
News pours in upon us; the Heavens are cloud 
ed on all Sides; the Storm beats us on all Parts; 
and not the leaſt Ray of good Fortune ſhines up- 
on us. Did this Gloemineſs make my Lord Car- 
dinal &'er the leſs clear fighted? Did he not hold 
the Rudder in one Hand and Compaſs in t'other $ 
Did he throw himſelf into the Skiff, to ſave him; 
ſelf? And if it were decreed that the. great Ship 
which he ſfteer'd muſt periſh, did he not plainly 
mew, that he was reſolv'd to die before the reſt 2 
Was it Fortune that conducted him out of this Da- 
Þyrinth, or was it his own Prudence, Conſtancy, 
and Magnanimity ? Our common Enemies are 
fiireen Leagues off of Paris, and his particular ones 
are in it. We hear every Day of fome Practices 
or other to deſtroy him. Franee and Spain ſeem to 
conſpire with each other againſt him. Amidſt 
all this, how did that png Man appear, who, as 
People faid, was confounded-at the leaſt ill Suc- 
ceſs, and who had caus'd a Haven to be forti 'd, 
to which he might run at the firſt adverſe For- 
tune 7 All his Ad nhe make him take one Step 
backwards ; his Fhoughts ran upon the Dangers 
of the State, and not upon his on; and all the 
Alteration that was ſeen in him was that, where 
as before he us'd to go abroad accompany'd with 
two Hundred Guards, he was never now attended 
by above five or fix Gentlemen. Adverfity, when 
ſupported with fo good a Grace, and with ſo much 
Fortitude, is more erigaping than the greateſt Pro- 
ſperities and Victories. In my Opinion he , 


. 
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ſo great and triumphant the Day he made his 
Entry into Rochelle, as he was then; and the Jour- 
nies he took to the Arſenal,” ſeem to me more glo- 
rious for him, than thoſe he took beyond the 
Mountains, and from which he return d with Pig- 
verol and Saſa. Open your Eyes then, I beſeech 
you, to ſo much Brightneſs; no longer hate a Man 
who is happy in revenging himſelf upon his Ene: 
mies ; and give over bearing Ill wilt to one who 
knows how to turn it: to his Glory, and who en- 
dures it with ſo much Courage. Quit your Party 
before that quits you; for a great many of thoſe 
who us'd to hate the Lord Cardinal, are convert · 
ed by the laſt Miracle he wrought; and ißthe War 
ends, as there is great Reaſon to hepelit will; he'll 
ſoon ee to win over alb the reſt. He has 
Wiſdom and Experience enough to teach him 
what is beſt, and will turn all his Deſigns to the 
making this Kingdom the moſt ffouriſhing of all 

after having made it the moſt dreaded. He wil 

aſſume a ſort of Ambition which is more noble 
than all dthers, and which none befides have 
thought of, namely, to make himſelf the beſt; and 
moſt belov'd Man in the Kingdom, and not the 
greateſt and moſt fear d. He knows that the moſt 
noble and moſt laſting Conqueſts are thoſe of 
Hearts; that Laurels are Plants which bear no 
Fruit, and do only give a Shade at moſt, but are 
not to be compar'd to the Harveſts and Products 
with which Peace is crown'd. He knows that e 
. tending the Bounds of a Kingdom a hundred Lea- 
2 is dot half ſo commendable as i 
the Taxes never ſo little, and that there's leſs 
true Glory and Greatneſs in defeating a Hundred 
Thouſand Men, then in makiag Twenty Millions 
eaſy and ſecure. This great Genius, therefore, 
which has hitherto. only been taken up with find- 
ing out Means- to defray the Expences of the 
A, to raiſe Money and Soldiers, to take Towns 


and 
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and to win Battles, will for the future e it - 


ſelf in nothing but eſtablifhing Repoſe, Wealth 
and Plenty. This {ame Head, 

forth Pallas all arm'd, will now give her to us with 
her Olive, peaceable, mild and learn'd, and at- 
tended: by alt the Arts and Sciences, which gene- 
rally wait upon her. He will make no other E- 
dicts now, but for the Regulation of Luxury and 
Re · eſtabliſnment of Commerce: The bulk y 
Ships which were built to carry our Arms beyond 
the Straits, will now ſerve only to convoy our Mer - 
chandizes, and clear the 8ea; and we ſhall have 


no War with any but Pyrates. The Enemies of 


the Lord Cardinal ſhall no more know what to 


ſay againſt him, than they have hitherto knoun 


what to do a ainſt him. The Citizens of Pari. 
Mall then be his Guards; and he will experience 


bow much pleafanter it is to hear his Praiſes in 


the Mouths of the People, than in the Mouths of 


the Poets. I beg you to be before- hand with them, 


and not defer coming into the Number of his 
Friends, *tilt you are conſtrain'd to do ir. But if 
you are reſolv'd to ſtick to your Opinion, I won't 
undertake to tear you from it by Force ; but then 
don't be ſo unjuſt, as to take it ill that 1 ſhould. 
defend mine ; and I promiſe you I will willingly 
read all you ſhall write to me, whenever the S. 
niardi retake Corbie,, Iam 0 
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11 OI NA NEE iS KEE Me EIN 

= 7 Mademiſdle*** *. 

AN 4 a Bets © ls as bibs hy 
1 LETTER IXXIVV. 
MADAM; nb 10nd wt fog 1d 5 150 1 
O Flowers in the World but Lillies deſerv 


to be preſented:to you, and ſend you theſe 
only to be caſt beneath your Feet. Nay, I envy 


N 
0 1 9 
= 
CT 4 


= them» very much, even in that Place, and think 


twill be more glorious for them, than it would be 
upon the Heads of Queens themſelves. You will 
wonder that a Man, who knows you, fo, well as 1 
do, durſt take the Eiberty to write to you; and 
by this you may judge of the Violence of my Paſ- 
flon, fince at my Age, and with my Phiz; it has 
inſpir'd me with: the Boldneſs to declare it to you 
nor could ſo great a Hazard as that of diſpleaſing 
you, deter me from it. I know indeed, Madam, 
that there are no Faults fo unpardonabſe as thoſe 
which are committed againſt you, and that tis 
decreed I ſhall die by no other Hands than yours; 
but 1 yield to my Deſtiny ;. and: let the Conſe- 
quence be what it will, I can't help ſuffering my 
{elf to be caught. At the Moment you read this, 
you bluſh with Spite, and gnaſſi your [Teeth yet 
you can't make me repent of what I do, for I am 


M3 now Proof to all extraordinary Aceidents; and, 
tho' it coſt me my Life, L am reſolv d to be als 


ways, | 220 | Fo 1 1. 
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To Madam de SAINTOT,. * 
LETTER INV. 


Maran, 


Y OU thought only to have done a little Piece 
- 3 of Gallantry, and you have written the moſt 
gallant Letter in the World. As great a Scholar 
as I am, I find it no very eaſy-Matter-to anſwer 
it, and I can't help owning that you-:out-do- mei 
I before knew that you had that ſort of Wit which 
Lalways admir'd ; and-that of every-thing'in the 
World, you never forgot any thing beſides my 
ſelf ; but I own L eduld not have imagin'd you had 
tearnt to write ſince Fhave been abſent from you, 
and that I ſhould ever ſee any Thing more beau- 
tiful and engaging, than what Thad formerly. ſeen 
ef yours, After this you need not doubt my doin 

all that lies in my Power to put biff the Suit whic 

you mention; and tho, you once proſecuted me 


with a great deal of Warmth, ll aſſure you I. 


won't try to be reveng'd for it, tho' I have the 
Means in my Hand. But are not you a miſchie- 
vous Creatute to diſturb my Repoſe in this man» 
ner? I was before in the ſweeteſt Doſing in the 
World, and I don't believe I ſhall ever have ſo 
ood a Nap as long as I live again. Tam very 
orry. you don't come to Day td the Academy 
for you may eaſily think for whofe Sake L go. I 
uſe all the Credit I have to make them go in a 
Body to petitiom you to come; but if you'll give 
me Lal to ſhew your Letter there, that alone 


will be enough to make them impatient for you. 


Company. Adieu; I ſwear-I am, 
_ Madam, Entirely yours, & e. 
5 Bu 


\Monfieur-Vorront's\Dettern 
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Billet from Madam de Sa ix Tor, 0 
Monſieur: de Voi rux I. 


F Have promis'd to beſtow you, for. a Gallant, 
upon two fine Women, my Priends, I am con- 
fident that you will not find the Exploit too many 
for you, and do not doubt, but that you will con- 
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ET me ſce what I love as ſoon as you can; 
for Edie. with. Impatience till that happy 


Moment. And fince, at your Command, I have 
that I am beloy'd too, 1, haye, thought all Nig 


fall'n in Love,; it behoves you, to take ſome ge 
upon the two, Eadies that u know of. i 
write this Billet to one of them deliver it, L be: 
ſeech you, to her, whom you believe I love the 
more paſſionately of the two. In. Acknowledg : 
ment of the good Offices which I receive fro! 

you, Laſſure you, that you ſhall. always diſpoſe 4 
my Affections; and, that: I will never love. an 
one ſo much as your ſelf, till. I am convinc'd that 


you have in good earneſt a Mind that I ſhould.. 2. 
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Mad ant! wor 0d on Hein $ 


W3 5 there ever ſo d nary 4 g tot 

as that which Lhave for you? For my Par 

T do nat know any Thing of you ; and, to my 

Knowledge, I 40762 ſo möch A bat of'y ou + 
and yet, 1 Gad, I am deſperately in Love 1 
vou; and it is now a whole Day, fince I have 
fig ba, 250 look'd filly, and languiſh'd,. and dy'd, 
= all that for .you.. Without having ſeen your 
Face, IAmtakenwith its Beauty; and Am chatm'd 
with your Wit, tho” T never heard one Syllable of 


| fancy in you a kind of I Hack nl not what, that makes 
| me paſſtonately in Love with L know not whom. 
Sometimes I fancy you fair, and at 'other es 
black; now you appear tal to me, b. 75 by 
Mort ; now with. a Noſe of the Roman Sha e, and 


Form F deſcribe u, you appear the lovelieſt of 
-reatures 125 0 me; and though Tam ignorant what 
ort of Be 


yours is, Fam” ready to 15 my 
Soul, that it is 11 ce he Molt  bewitching of a 


of them. 


1 love me as much, then Thanks be to Love and 
| the Stats. But teft you ſhould a little l 
| In yourfelf, in fancying me a tall fair Fellow and 
| ſo be ſurp rid at the Sigh of me, I care not for 
25 if Le venture to ſend you my Picture: My 
| Stature * is two or three Thches: beide the 5 

ing 


"E Theſe four or five "Lines are {aid to contain a 
real Deſcription of the Author, See the bei of the 
Aeadem. Part 2. 


it, I am ravj ih c with-y our” every Action, and L 


; 
| 
; 
| anon with a . turn'd up-: But in whatever 
| 
: 


| Hit be your Euck to know me as little, and to 
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dling one; my Head ap tqlerable enougt 
2215 decently ſer off re grey Head * 
Hair; then. with Eyes that languiſh a little, yet 
are — wild and hagard; 1 have a Sort of 
a cudden Caſt of a Face: But in Requital, one of 
your + Friends will tell you, that I am the honeſt- 
eſt Fellow in the World ; and that for loving faith- 
fully in * five or ſix Places at a Time, there is no 
Man alive comes near. me. If you think that all 
this wilt accommodate you, it ſhall be at your 
Service as ſoon as I ſee you: Ill that long long'd 
for Time, I ſhalt think of you; that is, of I know 
not whom. But if any one fhould chance to aſk 
me for whom | figh, don't be afraid, I warrant to 
keep the Secret; I would fain fee any one catch 
me at naming you to him. 
. 4 12 1 * Madam, Par . * 1 : 


m—_ = — 


ꝓ He means Madam de Haintot a Woman of Wit 
— Merit, whom Voiture had the Honour to viſit 
often. n ICY 

| * Vortmre-did not content himſelf with loving five 


| or fix Ladies at a Time. H we may behieve the 


Author of his — funtbre, he lov d from the Scep» 
ter to the Sheep - Hook, from the Coronet to the 
round- ear d Cap. He belie v', and rightly tos, 
that a clean pretty Country Girl was as valuable 
in Point of an Amour, as the greateſt Ladies glit- 
tering with Diamonds and precious Stones. One 
of his good Friends of- Antiquity was of the ſame 
Mind with him on this Subject. 
Nec magis buic inter niveds virideſq; pillar, ,. 
Toeenerum femur aut cras 
e Roctius, atqʒ tiam melius per ſepe togata. 


Horace. 


, 
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Jo Madam de S$arntor,. 
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LETTER LXXVIII. 


VO can't. imagine how much I am vex'd,. 
1 that I can't wall with you to Day : But her 
Highneſs the Princeſs, and Madam de la Trimoxine,. 
have. commanded me to 5 to Ruel with them, 
But ſince you walk every Day, grant me to Mor- 
row, or next Day, the Honour which you now of- 
fer me; and, in Return, I'll give you leave to dif- 
poſe of me to whom you pleaſe. Sure you have 
omething very excellent for yourſelf, fince you. 
can make ſuch Preſents to your Friends; But if 
they are handſome, as you ſay they are, let one of 
them have me all, and don't ſplit me in two ʒ tho 
if 1 were really in two, one half of me ſhould go 
to Ruel, and t'other half wait upon you; and I can 
omiſe you ſhould have the better half Lou 
. advis'd me to be cold to Madam, Ma- 
dam — , and Mademoiſelle— . Pray be fo 
Eind as to make ſome very paſſionate Compli- 
ment for me to the Ladies you have given me to; 
Lwiſh' Madam were one of them; for really 
t'other Day I lik'd her mightily. But pray behold 
the abſolute Power you have over me; tho' I don't 
know them, yet I have already an Inclination for 
them; and tho' I never yet lov'd two Perſons at 
3 ger 1 ſnhall do whatever you com 
man me, * ng AS.1 m, Mel em 3: 7 
ant 20 (9 n ante n 11 Your, &. 
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Yo COT TIL 


the SAGE ICAS. 
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E EN: tho' I. were utterly igborant of yout 
being a great Magician, and having the Art 


LETTER LX MX. 


of commanding Spirits, the Power you have over 
my Affections, and the Charms I find in all you 
write to me; would be ſufficient to inform me, that 
there is ſomething, ſupernatural in yu. By the 


Help of your Characters, 1 beheld, upon a little 


| i Bit of Paper, both Temples and Goddeſſes ;' and 


you ſhew'd me all the Perſons I love in your Let- 
ter, as in a Conjurer's Glaſs. But 1 obſery'd with 
Particular Pleaſure the Picture, wherein among 
The darkeſt Shades you ſhew the fineſt Lights o 
the Age, and inform me of the Care that is taken 
of me by a Perſon Who has no Equal at preſent ; 


neither can Time paſt nor to come, as far 45.you 
pare to her. But pray, Sir, ſince you ean diſcoyer 
the moſt 1 by only giving yourſelf 
the Trouble to ſay, & EAR DEtmons! caſt a 
Figure to find out what that Creature can be, and 

me the Favour to tell me what you diſcover a- 
bout her. Every Body muſt own this to be a 


can fee into them, ſhew you one that may com- 


* Thing very well worth knowing, and I give you 


my Word I'll never reveal the Secret; for in this, 
as in every Thing elſe; I afl always obey your 
Commands, and let you ſee how much I am, 


2 Sir, Ten, c. | 
| : * 


| 
: 


* * . 
„ MEE 


We; 

| | 
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1 ede bu; Lert! 


L dere edu bse erer 
25 my Lord Cardinal de la Varkrrz, 


_ LETTER, LXXXb | 


My ; ft 03 


' | 
OR ſeveral Avifom 1 aia + not dan Pee 
1 -Lerters froth you ſo ſoon; for it was natur 
30 
to conclude, that a Perſon who had ſo mich Bu- 
> fineſs upon his Hands, eould hardly find Time to 
urite much. I was'content to hear your Name 
and Victories cry'd 1 re ry Week in the Streets, 
8 25 to Fg 2 5 the News that 1 could' learn of 
1 onout you did me, came at a very 


* ys Jecke; for ſbme inſolent People 
had malicioufly given our, that my Wie dag 
would be ſoon at àn End, and that they ſhou 
ſhortly fee me redue' d to the obſture Cotidition 
of a private Perſon nay, ſome of them took this 
Opportunity to temp t my Edel 5 "You would 
hardly Bcljeve; my Eid, what A e have 
been proffer d to induee koi to Quit your Pa 
this' Winter: and to declare open War N on 
and though thefe Offers have been made by the 
> moſt bewitching Lady in the World; vet 1 Rave 
| heroically fi. igbted He, 131 own 1 was oblig'd to 
= out Olin pe to the N to wham I have 
| o many Obligations, and whoſe Humour is To a- 
"I gr reeable to mine ok cho” he had ever hated me, 
* TIcovtld not But bete and 925 him. 80 that al- 
7 the" I have abundanct of pony Intrigues to make 
me fond of Pri HR. People never want in 
dis good-natur'd Town; who trouble not them- 
Y 9 ſelves with the Conduct of Armies, and are not 
, = * able of thoſe high Pafflons which at preſent 
| 3 e up the derer! art of your Soul; yet Lo 
. ready 


* 
4 
4 
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ready to ſacrifice all my Engagements here, whens 
ever you think fit to command me; and to wait 


on you, mall quit a Miſtreſs that is young and 


| {prightly as an Angel, and black as the Night, 1 


ohly want a handſome Pretence to put this in Exe- 
cution ; and if your Enemies, as I am perſwaded, 
will needs have their Walls between you and them, 
and oblige you to a Siege, I ſhall not fail to be 
With you. Beſides, not to flatter your Lordſſiſp, 
IL had rather be a Sizger, than beſieged ; and the 


Spani ards ate gotten ſo near Paris, that tho' I did 


not leave it for your Sake, I ſhould. for my own, 
All the Bridges near it are broken down, the Citi- 


zens are ready every Moment to draw up their 
Chains; and at the ſame Time when we are for- 


midable upon. the Banks of the Rhine, we cannot 
call ourſelves ſafe upon thoſe ot the Seine. Amidſt 
the Uneaſine/s that this Diſorder gives me, tis 
ſome Conſolation to me, my Lord, to ſee that 


when our Affairs decline on every Side, they proſ- 


50 on yours; and while dur Army in Picardy 
Ihrinks into Garriſons, that in Burgundy moulders 
away in the Trenches : And the ſame; ill Succefs 
attends. us in Italy ; you have baffled all the De- 
figns of the Enemy, and taken Places from him, 
While 10 contented himſelf. wi th the humble Ho- 


Hour of being a SeRator, | In a Word, not. to mag- 
nify Matters more than they deſerve, all the Pro- 


greſs we have made this Lear, is entirely due to 
Jour Conduct. 2 


U 
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Command me, my, Jord, to come and ſhare in 


your Proſperity, ; and..to n Rates 40 ; your 
Logs karte 10, FINE oply Quarter where ſhe. is 
to be ſeen at preſent. I am, als 


Am. b 4188 f g zial 

ton is bang vigor A 10 My Lord, 38151 
Sb t 42 0:49 eee enen Servant, "Secs 
es 12% ; 1003 100% 10 1181 1991299 v2 POST 
g — — 

a - — . 


N 


Monſieuy VorTuRE'i Letters. 195 
| POSTSCRIPT. 


Since the writing of this Letter, a Meſſenger is 
atriv'd here, who brings us Advice of your being 
at Colmar, This News, I aflure you, has _caus' 
greater Rejoycing at Court than all the Balls that 
are now on Foot. The Abſence of Friends is ſup- 


portable, when they perform ſuch glorious Ex- 


ploits as you do: And as much as your Company 
is defir'd here, there is not a Man that heartily 
loves you, but rather than have you here, is con- 
tent that you ſhould tarry a little longer where 


. you are. To be free with you, my Lord, your re- 


Tieving the King's Allies in Spite of the Seaſon and 
Enemy, was a Performance that can never be ſuffi- 
ciently applauded; and it will be always menti- 
on'd to your Commendation, that you ſhould bear 
no Part in the publick Joy, who is the only Perſon 
to whom we are indebted for it. 


eee 

| To the ſame. 
LETTER LXXXII. 

My Lon p, | 

[Rab no Reaſon you have to fall out with 


me, unleſs it be, that having ſo numerous an 
Army about you, you have a Mind to quarrel with 


all the World; and fore-ſeeing that the Spaniards 
won't employ you long, you ſeek out an Occafion 


for ſome new Difference. *Tis a hard 'Thing, I 
ſee, to be a Conqueror, and juſt at the ſame Time; 
and by what Obſervations I have made in the 
World, Fortitude and Juſtice are two Virtues, that 
if you'll pardon the | of the Expreſſion, 
Feldom ſet up their Horſes together. Not many 

| | = Days 


. ; 


_ 
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Days ago, I writ you ſo long a Letter, that I was 
afraid you would not find Leiſure enough to read 
it ; fince which Time 1 have not omitted any Oc- 
cafion, that I know of, to diſcharge my Duty. 'Tho? 


Gratitude did not remind me of the infinite Ob- 


ligations I have to your . yet my Intereſt 
would teach me to keep a punctual Commerce with 
you, leſt I ſhould diſoblige the Man, who at pre- 
ſent is the moſt to be fear'd of any in France, But, 
my Lord, hecauſe you have ſo many different Af- 
fairs to imploy you; becauſe you diſcharge at 
once the Buſineſs of an Engineer, a General, and a 
private Soldier; becauſe you are taken up in forti- 
fying a Camp, and taking a City; in ſeeing Or- 

er and Juſtice obſerv'd in your Army, and re- 


ducing a Nation to Diſcipline, which could never 
endure it before; you imagine, Forſooth, that the 


reſt of the World fit down with their Arms fold- 


ed together, like the People of Lubberland, and 


that none but yourſelf takes any Pains. In the 


mean Time, my Lord, I can aſſure you, that if I 
had nothing elſe to do here, but barely to liſten 


to thoſe that tell News of you, and retail it to o- 
thers who enquire after the ſame, I ſhould not be 
much leſs employ'd than you are, and ſhould have 
very little Time to write to you. Some Perſons, 


who a few Years ago were content with two or 


three Hours Diſcourſe of you, can't now come off 
under fix at leaſt. Thoſe who are zealous for the 


Government, and thoſe that are againſt it, are 
equally inquifitive to know what you are a doing; 
and your Lordſhip is indifferent to none, but 
thoſe to whom France is ſo. While I write this, I 
Hear that the Treaty of Landreci is concluded, and 


that you are to march into it next Sunday, I con- 
gratulate your good Succeſs, my Lord, for con- 
vincing our Neighbours that it is not impoſſible 
for us to take ſome of their, Places, and for diſſolv- 


ing that Magick Charm, whoſe wicked Influence 
42 75 we 
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F we had felt ſo long. Louvain, Valentia, and Dole, 
XZ had perſwaded our Enemies, that we ſhould never 


7 ger any Thing but dry Blows of them; and that 


the moſt we could pretend to, was only to recover 


What we had loſt. The weakeſt Towns ſeem'd to 
become impregnable, as ſoon as we came before 


them: Our Troops, that behav'd themſelves very 
well upon all other Occaſlons, were ruin'd and 
quite diſpirited, as ſoon as they were engag'd in a 
Seve, In ſhort, there was no Ditch ſo ſhallow, no 
Work ſo contemptible, but gave a Check to our 
Army, and ſtopt their Career? But you, my Lord, 
have deliver'd us from the Power of our old ill 
Deſtiny; you have made your Cannon be heard 
as far as the Gates of Bruſſels; and the Noiſe of it 
oblig'd the Cardinal Infamta to retreat as far as 
Gaunt, inſtead of advancing to the Relief of a 
Place which you were going to take from him. 
But what I principally admire in this Action, is; 
the Order, Diligence, and Security with which it 
was carry'd on. The very Day you open'd your 
Trenches, -one might have ventur'd to affirm, that 
Landreci was as good as loſt ; and though Picolomini 
and his Forces, which {truck ſuch a Terror into us 
the laſt Campaign, had brought all the Power of 
the Empire along with him, twas impoſſible for 
XZ them to wreſt it out of your Hands. But, my 
Lord, our Anceſtors did not uſe to obſerve this 
Method, when they ſate down before any Place 
and) it may be truly ſaid, that the firſt” Hege you 
laid, was the firſt regular one that ever France be- 
FJ held. 24 has been very importunate with 
me to go along with him; but I have excus'd my 


> ſelf,: pretending. an Affair of great Conſequence 


Was to bediſpatch'd before I could ſtir from hence. 
This Affair of ſo very great Conſequence, is a 
Siege have laid to a very pleaſant Place, and very 
well ſituated, I have drawn my Lines of Circum- 
vallation about it, after your and the Dutch Way; 
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and Picolomini ſhall not hinder me from taking it. 
Having carry'd on Matters ſo far, it would go pla- 


- guily againſt the Grain to raiſe the Sege; for ſuch 


« Diſgrace amongſt Ne e ſuch 7 you and 1 
1g On. Am, 


are, is a Pill of very har 
My Lord, 3 5 

Fuly 3. 1634. Tour moſt fumble, &c. 
EOCZOICEICIOICIGOEDCIDCIEIOR 

To the Margquiſs of P1SANY. 

LETTER LXXXIII. 
MY Lomy, anton N ig ald 
Lees the World, ths deer Labour 
e an in the a 1 


Watching, Diſeaſes, or even the Steel nor Lead ol 
the Spaniard are able to do you the leaſt Harm or 


17 


Injury; neither could I think it poſſible, that a 


Man nurs'd up with Tiſan and Barley-water, could 
have ſuch a terrible hard Skin, nor indeed that 
any Thing were poſſible to produce ſuch extraor- 


dinary Effects. I don't know which Way this may 


1 but I am confident it can't be truly natu- 
ral, and, for all that, I am not in the leaſt troubled 
at it ; but I had rather have you a Conjurer, than 


in the Condition of Atichy or Grinvils, tho? you. 


were never ſo well embalm'd. To deal freely with 
you, whatever is the Occaſion of one's Death, there 
is ſomething very low and mean in being dead. 
For that Reaſon avoid it as much as you can; and 


I humbly intreat you to haſten your Return, for I 


san no longer be happy without your Company; 
this is the chief Reaſon why 1 believe you uſe 
Charms, is, that I, that am {9 indifferent as to mo 

| who 


W 


— —_ So WY” ME 4. hd „ 


ever, the Occafions wherein I defire your Com- 


4 dangerous, than thoſe wherein you are daily, nay 


Bois, and Richlien, and likewiſe to take my Leave 
of Madam de Combalet, and the Lady your Sifter,. 


= fions of my being, 


* 
* 
1 E * 
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who are abſent, have always a longing Defire to 
ſe you; and I wiſh for you every Moment; how- | 


pany, are full as agreeable, and ſomething leſs 
hourly engag'd ; if then ee take 4. 
good Horſe between your Legs, and be as 1 | 
to return to Paris, as you were to leave it. And - 


as ſoon as I can hear the happy News of your be- 
ing there, I promiſe you to bid adieu to Tours, I 


to come and wait on you, with the ſincere Profeſs 


My Lord, 
Nichlieu, Ofob, 7. 1637. 8 


Your Honour humble Servant, &c. 
ET PEE c ITE, 


To Mademoiſelle de RaMBoviLLET;S, - 


With this Superſcription, 2 


To the Fortunate Infanta, at the 
Palace. of the Periskians. 


EET TER LXXXIV.. 


MAp Au, 


E are come thus far, without having met 
VVV with any Adventure worthy your Know- 
ledge ; and the Author of our Hiſtory will have 
nothing to ſay hitherto, but that on the 5th Day 
we artiv'd at Saumur. Veſterday, "ris true, as we 
were eroſſing a River, we ſaw four huge Bulls 
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making directly towards us; my Fellow-Travel- 
lers would have it that they were inchanted; but, 


for my Part, I can't think ſo, becauſe they ſuf- 


fer'd us to paſs by them without any Lett or Mo- 
leſtation whatſoever, and did not caſt the leaſt 
Spark of Fire out of their Noſtrils. 'The Day be- 
fore, we had a Mind to ſeize the Horſe and Purſe 
of one that was going that Way, according to the 
ancient and laudable Cuſtom of Knight-Errantry 

but we let it drop at laſt; for as far as we cout 
find, the Man took it for an Outrage, and thought 
it little better than mere Robbery, You can't 
imagine haw much the ancient Chivalry is fall'n 
to Decay ; we have paſs'd over half a Score Bridges, 
that had not one ſingle Knight to guard e'er a 


one of them; and wherever we baited, the Inn- 
keepers and Lords of the Caſtles did not make 


the leaſt Scruple to bring in a Reckoning. Sir 
Launcelot of the Lake and my ſelf are mightily con- 
cern'd at it. We do all we can to revive the Cu- 
ſtoms of the Age of Uterpendragon ; but we find the 
reſt of the World very little of our Mind; and you 
can hardly conceive how ſcarce Adventures are 
grown. The two beſt I have met with, is finding 
the Letter of the reſolute Infanta, which I did two 
Days ago ; and receiving another, which I think 
the moſt charming I ever read in my Life : Tis, 
in my poor Judgment, the moſt compleat Work 
that Fortune ever produc'd ; and fince you diſpoſe 
of the aforeſaid Fortune uſt as you pleaſe in every 
Thing, we ſhall lay it at your Door if we are not 


* happy cre long; for, upon my Honeſty, I believe 
that "tis wholly in your Power, and that if 


ou did 


but wiſh it, *twere done, We are reſoly'd to be 
your Knights in all this War, and to gain ſo many 
Atchievements, as even to make Don Falanges ds 
Aſtra jealous, Till that happens, we ſhan't fail to 
ſend you all the Giants we overcome upon tho 


Way 
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= Tay; and I will then take the Opportunity ta 
 X inform. you by their Mouths how much I am, 


| = + 2@00C200CD G90 002090200020 Y 
. To the 7. alles 
| LETTER LXXXV. 
MApAx, 
FJ Have travell'd fo far, that at laſt I came into a 
| J Country, where there is not the leaſt Talk of 
 X War, or Plunder, free Quarter, or 'Taxes, or any 
ſuch Pagan Things; and where all the Converſa- 
tion of the TER: from the higheſt to the low- 
eſt, runs upon Love and Ga#antry, Plays, Bails, Sere- 
nades, and ſo forth. And now I fancy you imagine 
am got, the Lord knows where, into ſome ſtrange 
Romantick Country beyond Popocampeſche, or that 
Fortune has brought me to the inviſible Iſland of 
Alcidiana, To undeceive you then, the Place 
where the aforeſaid Wonders are to be heard and 
feen, is at no very great Niftance from you; *Tis 
a Cuy ſeated upon the Bank of the Loyre, where 
dhe Ger diſcharges its {elf into that River. The 
IInhabitants ſpeak a Sort of Turain French; and as 
for their Stature and Complexion, they ſomewhat 
= reſemble thoſe of France. To be ſerious with you, 
= Madam, I can aſſure you, that ſince the Moors 
were turn'd out of Granada, no Place in the World 
could boaſt of ſo much Ga#antry and Magnifcence ag 
this. Tours, formerly call'd the Garden of France, 
= #qmay now ſtile it ſelf the Paradiſe of the Earth: There 
tf paſlles not a Day over our Heads, wherein we have 
not Mufick, Balls and Entertainments, All that is 


K 4 nice 


- 
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nice and delicious, may be had here in Abundance; 


Oranges come tumbling in from all Parts; we have 
whole Caravans loaded with Bon-chreſtien Pears; and 
all the adjacent Countries are exhauſted to furniſh 
us. The High-Ways from Paris hither, are all ſtrew'd 
with Vialins and Haut-boys, Muſicians and "Dancers, 
Mass and Patches, Ribbonds and Tof-knots, Cloth of 
Silver and Embroidery, which come thronging into this 
City, Laſt Night, by Seven in the Evening, came 
in by Torch-light fix Coaches full of Love and 
Laughter, Allurements and Charms, Attractions 
and Invitations, who came from all Parts of the 
World to honour this Aſembly with their Preſence.. 
Nay, *tis confidently reported, that ſome of them 
are come from the remoteſt Parts of Norway, as 
indeed may be reaſozally concluded from the late 
bluſtering Weather we have had; and many grave 
Folks here believe, that there is not a Man or a 
Woman left in the World, but that they are all 
come hither ; and yer, Madam, I make no queſ- 


tion, but the People you us'd to converſe with ftaid - 3 


behind; for among the vaſt Crouds. I daily be- 
Hold, I have not ſeen one of them, nor indeed any 
that reſemble them. This prodigious Confluence 
of Strangers has produc'd wonderful Effects all o- 
ver the City, The Air is become infinitely more 
mild and ſerene ;z the Men are all up to the Eans 
in Love, the Women are all became as beautiful 
as Angels; and the Lady-Preſident, whom you 
- Jaw at Richelieu, is now one of the gayeſt, buſieſt 
Women in all France. But, Madam, what is the 
ſtrangeſt of all, (by the ſame Token perhaps you 
will not think it credible). amidſt all this Mirth 
and Jollity, all this Feaſting and Entertaining, I 
hardly know how to paſs away the Hours, they 
move ſo heavy and dull. Among ſo many thou- 
fand Ladies, the Devil of one is fallen to m. 
Share; neither dare I pretend to make my Ad- 
diefits to them: So that while all the reſt of our 
| Gallants 
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Gallants have their Hands ſo full of Love, that 
they hardly know where to turn themſelves, and 
are ſo elevated with their good Fortune, that they 
are reſoly'd to live here eternaly ; I, for my Part, 
heartily wiſh myſelf at your Fire-fide with Made- 
moiſelle d' Intan, or to have a Glimpſe of you at 
leaſt through a Glaſs- Window with your Lady- 
Mother. hat I Thould aſcribe this to, I can't 
tell; but this is certain, that I never found myſelf 
poſſeſsd with ſo ardent a Defire to fee you both 
as now; and the philoſophical Reaſon for it is 
Hain ; for I place my whole Felicity in it. This, 
Madam, I humbly conjure you to believe, as like- 

wiſe that I am | 


D $8. 1638. 
14 54.0% Den 
LETTER LXXXVI-. 


MA Au, * 

FT HO! at preſent I am not able to write you": | 
any Letters, but what are dull and infipid, . 
yet I can't forbear writing to you. But forgive 
me, if I do ſomething to take my Time off m 
Hands, and conſider that this is the only Means 
have to do it; for in the Humour Lam now in, . 
when Þ can take up even with Mademoiſelle ds 
Coudreaux, and Mademoiſelle Cheſneau, I am ſutè you 
will believe, that there's nothing here to hinder 
me from being] the moſt melancholy Man alive. 
Among a great many ether Uneaſineſſes, the Hain 
am in for. your Health, torments me extreamyz 
this laſt Misfortune has made me ſo timerous tia 
whereas 1 und to fear nothing, I now fear erery 
« < 53 WW DION YT a £5 Things 
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Thing; and I dread that T ſhall never more behold 
any Thing that I leave behind me. The dearer a 
Perſon is to me, the more likely I fancy it is that 
I ſhall loſe her. This being ſo, Madam, I leave 
you to judge how much I muſt be afflicted upon 
your Account: You cannot but know, that if For- 
tune had a Mind to do ſomething that might be 
more heavy upon me than any Thing ſhe has yet 


done, it muſt be you ſhe muſt attack. I am very 
impatient to ſee my ſelf freed from theſe Fears, 


and out of this Place, and to find in your Preſence 
Tome Joy after fo much Grief, or at leaſt ſome 
Repole aſter ſo much Diſturbance. I am, 


Madam, 
1.400 Your, &C. 


To the Marchioneſs de SABLE. 
LETTER LXXVI. 


 Mavpan, | ATA ov 4. Fi 
1 Could wifh I had not ſeen the Letters you 
A fent ro Mademoiſelle de Rambouillet, and to 
yet a while; for by writing firſt, and embarking 
myſelf in this Correſpondence of my own free 
Will, I was,in, Hopes to have given you as certain 
a Proof of my Affection as that which, Lreceiv d 
from you. But hat you have ritten of me, is ſo 
obliging, that.I own I can pretend to no Merit in 


_ + anſwering. it 5 and the laayeſt Man upon Earth, 


were he in my Place, would do as much as l do. 
Really, Madam, thoſe People who run you down 
as to want of Terderneſs, muſt own, that if you 
are not- the moſt loving Perſon in the World, you 


are at leaſt the molt obliging. True Friendſhip 


cannot ha ve more Sweetneſs, than there is in your 
Words; 
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Words; and all Appearances of Affection are in 
you ſo charming, that there is no Man of Honour 
— what muſt be contented with it. For my Part, 
can ſcarce help believing you have bewitch'd 
me; for tho' I very well know, that you can coun- 
terfeit a Kindneſs, as well as Mr. ———— can a 
Ruby, and can give to a Bit of Paſte the Brilliancy 
of a Diamond, yet I can't, for the Life of me, for- 
bear believing that which you have given to me 
as true and firm as ever any Thing was in the 
World. As for my own Part, I may boldly ſays 
pac I always honour'd and lov'd you above all 

hings, but never ſo much as I do at this Mo- 
ment; and I dare not write all the Sentiments I 
have for you, for fear this Letter ſhould chance to 
be loſt, and ſo be taken for a Love-Letter. I don't 
think that Paſſion itſelf has any Thing more ten- 
der, than what I every Day feel for you. I can't 
counterfeit the Agitations of Lovers, nor diſtort” 
myſelf like a pretended Demoniack; but fince I 
left you, I have really had Fits of Melancholy, 
which have quite 'chang'd me from what I was, 
and amaze every Body ; nay, a few Hours ago, 
Father Tranquile, and the little Feſuit, had almoſt 
a Mind to exorciſe me; for if I took any Plea- 
fure, 'twas in talking of you to every Body I could 
come near. People knew that I had been at your 
Houſe at Loudun, fo that every Body had a Curio- 
fity to ſee me; and I have been queſtion'd and in- 
terrogated, as if I had been a Man come either 
from Heaven or Hell, I told them, Madam, that 
you were full as handſome as you were forty Years 


ago, and in this they did not much ſcruple to be- 


eve me; but when I ſaid you had more Wit, 


; they preſently fancy'd I told them a Parcel of 


Stories, and there they began to doubt my Truth: 


f And indeed, you have Miracles wrought in you 


that never were wrought in any Body elſe and 


none but you was ever made more handſome py 
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the Small Pox, or more genteel and witty by the 
Country. Mademoiſelle de Rambouittet was raviſh'd 
with your Letter; I thought it one of the beſt you 
ever writ, and was glad to ſee Things ſo much to 
my Advantage written in ſo handſome a Manner. 
I was very glad too at ſeeing the Aſſurances of 
Love which you gave to ſome other Perſons 
| thu, to tell you the Truth, the Woman's Vanity, 
you ſay is in me, was a little mov'd at it. Adieu, 
adam; tho' I have written fo long-a Letter, yet 

{ give over with Regret; as being f 
| Your, &c, 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Pray, Madam, let me know whether you per- 
ceiv'd at firſt that the —, as being your, & c. with 
which I concluded my Letter, is one of : thoſe po- 
lite Turns which you and I talk'd of together. 


555 


To the Lord Cardinal de la Va 5. TE. 
LETTER LXXXVIII. 


Mr Loxp, 


' A ND are you ſtill uneaſy upon the Miſcarriage 
1 of Verceil ? Surely you make no great Uſe of 


your Reaſon, if ſuch a Trifle diſturbs you 


* or 'Y 
were you in Hopes to do Things im poſſible, fince 9 
you are not ſatisfy'd with doing all that a Man 
could do? Your Eordſhip wilt forgive me, if I 


make ſo familiar with you; but certainly it does 


not become a Perſon of your Eminence s high Qua-. 


lity, to be ſo diſorder'd for a fuoliſh Accident 


wherein he has committed no Over-ſight ; ne 1 
methinks it takes away much from the Merit of 
« Man's Duty, when he is not ſatisfy'd that he has 
oi ik aiſcharg'd 


— 
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diſcharg'd it. You brought a Hand-full of People 


to the Relief of a Place invefted/with a numerous 


Army, You found the Lines already drawn about 
it, and all the Works in ſuch a Condition, that it 
was thought impoſſible to get one fingle Man into 
the City ; yet, contrary to the Hopes and Opinion 
of the whole World, you forc'd-a Paſſage for eighteen 
bundred. Could any Thing be better defign'd, more 
reſolutely -carry'd on, or more fortunately execut- 
ed? It was your awn proper Conduct and Valour, 
that brought Things to this Paſs, Fortune is ac- 
countable for the reſt; and if ſhe has done any 
Thing amiſs, why ſhould you torment yourſelf a- 
bout it? Accuſtom yourfelf, I beſeech you, not to 
be ſo familiar with her; but as well in good Suc- 
ceſs, as in the contrary, diſtinguiſh what is of her 
doing, and what of your own. If you carefuly ob- 
ſerve this Method, you will neither have too 
great, nor too mean an Opinion of yourſelf, If 
ou wilt needs anſwer for all Events, and cannot 
e ſatisfy'd at a cheaper Rate, than-that of find 
ing every Thing come up to the Top of your Ex- 
pectations, you muſt certainly wage War upon 
very hard Conditions, while you expect that For- 
tune ſhould: do as much for you, as ſhe did for 
Alexander, and ſomewhat more than ſhe could find 
in her Heart to do for Cafar. Beſides, I mult make 
bold to tell you, that your Lordſhip is ungrateful 
to her, if you quarrel with her upon the Score of 
this laſt Accident; for *tis a Kind of Injuſtice for 
a Man to think himſelf unfortunate, merely be- 
cauſe his Hopes and Wiſhes are not always an- 
fwer'd. In the mean Time, my Lord, you talk af- 
ter ſuch a Rate, as if, through your own Over- 
. — you haddoft ten Battels, and an hundred 
owns ; and you continue to be enrag'd at the 
Loſs of a Place, which, in the Opinion of all the 
World, was given for loſt from the Beginning: 1 
own to you, indeed, that the taking of Ver- 


ceih, 
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ceil, has much prejudiced the King's Affairs ; but 
your Reputation ſuffers not at all by it. If the 
Relief you pour'd into it, did not prove effectual, 
it deſerves never the leſs Commendation. Nay, 
give me Leave to tell you, that in the moſt proſ- 
perous Stream of your Victories, you never did 
any Thing more heroic, or more reſolute. Re- 
concile yourſelf therefore to a more moderate 
Temper, than you ſeem to be in at preſent; and 
ſince you are not in a Capacity to fright your Exe- 
mies, don't attempt to do it on your Friends, Lou, 
who have taught me all I know, are not to learn 
at this Time of Day, that Prudence is an univer- 
ſal Virtue, which enters into the Compoſition of 
all the reſt; and that where ſhe is not, Fortitude 
loſes its Name and. Nature. I am, Fro 


My Lord, 


3 201 Your humble Servant... 
Paris, Aug. J. 1638. | 


SS S eee ee eee ee 
To Monſieur Cos r ART. 
LETTER IXXXIX. 


. 5 | "= 
Shall this Time uſe that imperattriam brevitatem, 
which you mention in yours; for I muſt im- 
mediately ſet our for St. Ger mains; and therefore 1 
ſhall ſay. but one Word to you. Nevertheleſs, 
ſhall not be dee, according to your Theophras 
fins. In the Feaſts you and I are at together, or 
rather which you treat me with, I ought never to: 
ſpeak at all, except it be to ſay Grace, | 7 
., Tantuns 


— 


XY 
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Tamum laudare paratus. 

To tell you, for certain, what Nation it was that 
introduc'd Polygamy, PII ſwear is out of my Pow- 
er; neither care I a Pin who it was. 
Tros, Rutuluſve fuat, nuuo diſcrimine habebo : At 
leaſt, I'll believe you ſooner than I would Herodo- 
tus, who ſays, that in the ladies there are Ants 
ſomething eſs indeed than Dogs, but much bigger 
than Foxes, This is the Text, according to my 
Herodotus ; but may be yours may differ. 
But, well thought on; you give me a Scruple 
about Thcocritus; and I was before ſa muchat Eaſe 
upon that Head, that nothing could be more ſo. 
Pray tell me what he means, when he ſays, that 
Venus ſent the Womens Diſeaſe among the Scythians, 
for having violated her Temple of Aſcalon. 

Your Verſe of Athenexs, that Wine is the great 
Horſe of the Poets, is very comical ;but tell Truth, 
did not you try to make an Alexandrine of it? That 
Ng with I77Q- pleaſes me mightily 3 but the 
great Horſe often throws his Rider. * | 
As for Plautuis Vinum Edentulum, I am of your 
Opinion, that he does not mean it would not bite ; 
for that would be a Fault: But I ſuppoſe tis a 
Buffoon Way of peaking, to ſay, that twas very 
old which was a Perfection. f 

What ſhall I do to Van, who calls the Chri- 
ſtians Impoſtors, idem Trebatio S Papiniano videbatur. 
We ſhould loſe our Cauſe in the Digeſt, but the 
Code is for us. 1 ex 4 
9 I think Pliny has a very good Saying, verum na- 
ia 2u/4uam, &c. When I behold the Elephant, I 
am inelincd to believe,” that *tis a Figure only 
1 ſketch d out by Nature, and that there is more 
Form in a Fly. | | wa 
8 believe I ſhall in a little Time go a very long 
Journey: The King has appointed me to go to 

=< 7577, to inform the Great Duke of the Queen's 
A HC I believe this will not only be _— 

ut 
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J Never in my Life, had my Mind {6 toſs'd'and ® 
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but alſo advantageous. to me; but I am ſorry it 
will for ſome Time deprive me of your Letters, 
and your Company; for I believe you will be at 
Paris before I ſhall return. F don't know whether 
I ſhall ſtay here or no, till you anſwer my Eet- 
ter; but write to me, however, for a thouſand 
Things may happen to retard, or may be prevent 
my Departure. Be that as twill, I bid you fare. 
wel, and beg you to- believe that J love you en- 
tirely, and that I never enjoy'd any Happineſs, 
which I efteem ſo much as your, Friendſhip. 
But pray don't interſperſe ſo many Sirs in your 
Letters, ad pebulum pbaleras; for if you do, I'll Siv : 


Vis te, Sexte, coli e wolebam-amare g 1 
Sed jo te colo, Sexte, non amabo. A 
I mean, I ſhall not be ſo much, q 


Paris, Aug. 25. 1639 


| 


Dur, &e. 


unt e | EN 4 A 
LETTER N M 

Male eft Cornifici tuo Catulle, | _ 

Male eft me hercule & laboriosd. 3 
. g . 


apitated,-as it is now; and yet you write to me 
with as much Gaiety and Wapoillneſs, as if we 
had neither of us the leaſt Cauſe to be uneaſy. 
Inſtead of writing to me upon the Subject of my 
Vexation, and giving me your Thoughts of ity (for 
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t there is as much Room for Conjectures in it, as 
® upon the obſcureſt Paſſage in all Tacitus) you talk 
t to me of Lanyridus and Atbenæus, quam inents And 
rat a Time when I am diſputing with myſelf he- 
- ther Madam ——— loves me or no, the Thing 
1 being really problematic, you ding me oi th' Ears 
t with Pharaoh. If I had talk'd to you about the 
- I Kings of eye, when we'return'd together from 
- IS Arucucil, how would you have heeded me, pray? 
„ a Net I can't ſay I aid not like ſome Things that 


you ſay to me, What you tell me about. 
made me laugh. . SS A719: 15649 


& f k * 


| Tityoſque volta + Ht 
Rifit invito. 


I thought your patrujſim* very comical. Tis 
true, Plautus has now and then a bald Jeſt or ſo; 
but it muſt be own'd too he has often very good | 
ones; and thus I make Horace and Tul agree: 
One of them ſays, he is a filly Buffoon; and t'o- 
ther ſays, he is paſſim refertus urbanis dictis. T'other 
Day I read in him of an old Fellow, who havi 
EX furpriz'd Somebody near the Place where he ha 

bid his Treaſure, ſearch'd his Pockets, made him 
IX ſhew him firſt his right Hand, and then his Left; 
and finding nothing on him, he cries, cedd tertiam. 
8 This is a very good Deſcription of an old Hunks, 
Who imagines, that a Man has a third Hand to | 
rob him. I can't expreſs to you the Pleaſure you 
give me in writing to me, as you do. I am more | 
inſtructed by your Letters, than by all the Books. 


in the World, and meet with finer Things in them. 
d 1 As for Quintus, Metellus, Celer's Gentlemen, 1 
e now nothing of them. You tell me they were 
e taken for Indians; for my Part, I fancy they were 


= taken for Loggerheads, Then you talk of the 

y Winds, like Columbus himſelf. I ſhrewdly ſuſpect, 

cr that you pick'd. this, Word for Word, out of a 
1 | Book; 
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| Book; for I dare ſwear you never, till this Mg. 
q ment, knew what a Nbomb is; and as for the Straus 


that, than you did of t'other. ud 
As far as I ſee, eM fignifies bacciare and amare, 
becauſe kifine and loving convertuntur, But I am 
Il Jeet confident Mr. would belye this Pa- 
age of Ariftinetus, 5 70 | 
our Shepherd, his Sheep, and Hercules, pleas't i 
me mightily ; nay, the Aſs himſelf, as you make 
him ſpeak, is very pretty. Pray tell me whether 
you found him or no in Æſop's Fables, The Ap- 
Plication of the Moral is, I think, a little danger- 
ous; go preach it at Rue, and ſee how you'll be 
receiv'd! But to return to our Sheep. They us'd 
to go down mighty ſavourily with Hercules, and he 
ll eat a great many of them at a Time. The 47g 
mauts, in their Paſſage to Colchos, left him by him- 
ſelf in an Uland ; The Learned give ſeveral weigh- 
| ty Reaſons for their ſo doing; ſome ſay, that 
9 when he row'd, he us'd to ſnap all the Oars to 
Bits; others, that he was too heavy for the Ship: 
Some ſay, the Argonauts were afraid he would run 
away with all the Glory ; and others, that he usd 
to eat more than they could conveniently ſpare 
him. I remember I read once in a Greek Poet, 
(that is, Greek. and Latin) that when he eat, ge 
'wag'd his Ears; I thought it a very pleaſant Ob- 
ſervation, and have therefore remember'd the fol- 


. a 0 1 
lowing Verſes of it. 1 
um ſt edentem videris, ſtrepunt gene, | I 


Intus ſonat guttur, ſonat maxilla, dens 
Stridet caninus, ſibilant nares, movet 
Aures, ſolent armenta ſicut haud minus, 


13 Los lorry I did not mind you, when you were 
"eating the Cinnamon Biſcuit at Gentiay; for I dare 8 
_ Gay your Ears wagg'd, ' 9 1 
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I chink your Verſion from the Greet into French 
Verſe, is very happy; but, tell Fruth, how often 
did you wedbe Apollo heſore you could doit? 
The Saying of Achiue, Tatius, that the Tail of 
à Peacock is a Meadow of Feathers, is pretty; but 
2 alittle too bold ; and, in my Opinion, 
Tertullian has out-done him, when, after having 
aid ſeveral Things of the Peacock's Coat, he 
adds, nunguam ipſa, ſemper alia, etſi ſemper ipſa quandg 
alia, toties denique mutanda, quoties mouendꝓNe. 
Since you are defirous to chaſtiſe Dian and Pa- 
pinian, I give you my Conſent to do it; for my 
engender nothing but Law-Suits; but if you woul 
take my Advice, you would pardon'Trebatizs, were 
it only for this Saying of his, which you taught 
me, conſultus à quodam, an nux-pinea pomum eſſet, re- 
ondit, ſi in Vatinium miſſurus at, pomum erit, Adieu, 
Sir; lam ſince rel © --* 11 
en an wur, Kc. 


FEC 
To 7 Be fe Ame. | 
LETTER XC. *: 


81 a, OY . a ; 
HEN I had a Plock of Sheep to buy, and 
eV Love-Letters to write, both in the Caftilian 
and Portugueſe Languages, I had hardly more Bu- 
ſineſs upon my Hands, than I have now. I muſt 
take my Leave of the King and the Duke of Or- 
Leans; 1 muſt ſollicit Monſieur de Bulion for ſome 
Zills, and get them paid me in Hain. I muſt wait 

upon all my Friends; and all this muſt be done in 
e IF three Days, Yet, in the Midſt of all this Hurry, I 

ſteal Time to write to you; for, in my Thoughts, 
nothing is ſo important; and my Voyage can ne- 
| ver. 


* 


FI . Monfient Vor runs LettefF! 
5 ver be fortunate, if I began it ſo ill, as to go with- 
out bidding you adieu. Whether my Voyage prove 
fortunate or no, L never went _ of France with ſo 
. good a Will; and I now take Pleaſure in going to 
| - defy, upon the Mediterranean, the two and thirty 
3 Winds, which you know I formerly defy'd upon 
the Ocean. But now I think on't, you reckon up 
five and 1 tho' you pretend to be ſo great a 
2 with your Rhomb, and your Straits of, 
Fegai. ahh WS. 1353%% | e SOL ab 4, SN 
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Hleu quidnam tanti turbarunt ethera vent“, 


Thoſe who have ſaild round the whole World, 
know of but two and thirty; ſo that the other 
three muſt be in your own Head: I could never 
have thought there had been ſo many. But the 
Wind which I think moſt inſupportable of all in 
vou, is, the Greek Wind, and the Sufficiency you 
aſſume to yourſelf of knowing where to put a 
Grave, and where a Gao better than I my 
elf, is intolerable. I own the Saying, That you bal 
_ neither add nor diminiſh an Iota, is very juſt ; but it is- 
not meant with Relation. to» Accents; and yet, 
becauſe I forgot but one, you hiſs as if you had 
gain'd a mighty Victory: Ventum borribilem] When 
you made ſuch wretched Work with, poor Pbilo- 
mela, ſo that none but Tereus ever us'd her ſo ſcur- 
vily, I'did-not make half this Noife; and yet 
*twas leſs pardonable in you than me. 
But, good Heaven! how. ingeniouſly you 1 
in your Duriter -, and all the reſt of that Paſ- 
fage! Well, tis a Sign I have a true Love for you, 
ſince I cam read without Envy the Things you 
. write to me, and take Pleaſure in iN that you 
have more Wit than myſelf. Really, I am ſorry 
for nothing in my Journey, ſo much as my being 
to loſe the Pleaſure of hearing from you. All the 
Figs, Raiſins, and Melons in Itah, nay, nor the 
ys Ons” | Preſent 
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Preſent I ſhall have from the Great Duke, will be 
able to make me amends for the Loſs of your 
Letters: But I believe you had rather I ſhould 
13 your Poetry, than your Proſe; for Ariſtotle 
fays, that of all Artificers, the Poet is moſt fond of 
his Workmanſhip. Your poetical Works are indeed 
admirable ; and may I be hang'd if I don't think 
you write Verſes like Twy himſelf, I am, 


I A 6c wum, Set 


D eee: 
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MADAM, og . 184d 1 


|| Cannot poſitively ſay, that I am come to Tg 


for I have brought but one half of my ſelf with 
me. You imagine my Meaning is, that I have left 
the other half with 2003 but give me Leave to 
tell you, you are miſtaken, All-that'Þ mean by ity 
is, that of an hundred and four Pounds that I 
weigh'd at my coming out of Paris, I now weigh 


but fifty two. In ſhort, I am fallen away exceed- 


ingly, and am ſo much alter'd for the worſe, that 
I believe my neareſt Acquaintahce would hardly 
know me, ſhould they ſee me ih this Condition. 
An ill- natur'd Intruder, a Fever, ftaid me a Da 

at Roan, Upon its firſt Attack, I concluded wit 

myſelf, that I ſhould be laid up for a Month or 
two z and therefore, with the humbleſt Refigna- 
tion of a good Chriſtian, expected a Sickneſs of a 


long Continuance. What vex d me moſt of all, was, 


that 1 imagin'd you would hardly believe it pro- 
teeded from my Grief of r 5 
2 Lis * a cri | 


To Mademoiſelle de RAMBOUILLET: | 
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aſcribe it to my riding Poſt, And indeed, Madam 
had you made that Inference, I could not condemn 
you: For to tell you the Truth, the three laſt 
Horſes I mounted, very much gall'd that Part of 
my Body, which Hiſtory tells us Brunello once upon a 
Time ſhew'd Marfifia, This I mention'd to à cer- 
tain Great Perſon in Roan, who wing as I was 
afterwards inform'd, an Apothecavy by Trade, was 
ſo complaiſant and civil, as to bring me ſome- 
thing of his own corpating, which gave me pre- 
Tent Relief, When you ſee my Lady Dutcheſs 
Next, Es inform her of this Matter and like» 
wiſe tell her, that I have receiv'd no other Hurt 
as yet, fave only that which proceeds from my 
not-ſceing you. But alas! there- is no Remedy for 
that: Neither Acids, nor Albali's, nor Acrimony, nor 
Chymical Salts, will help me. Within a few Days 
I ſhall purſue my-Fourney to Rome, whiher, if you 
leaſe to direct any of your Letters to me, I ſhall 
behold the Curiofities of that famous Place with 
more Delight and Satisfaction, and paſs away my 
Time more apreeably, who am, 15 


8 8 ret +51 ue Madam, | 
rr, ans app orgy 
| dach ah e ' +, Tour obedient Servant; & o. 
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To the ſame. 
LETTER XCIIL' 


„ en, tl. ROSIE 
1 Wiſh, with all my Heart, you could have ſeen 
what a bleſſed Pickle I was in this Day, in your 
Glaſs ; you then would have found me amongſt. 
the moſt horrid Mountains in the World, in t 
2 0 m 


9 


Pa. 


Monſieur Vortort's Letters. Ar. 


midſt of a dozen or fifteen Men, the moſt dread- 
ful to look on that might be; the moſt innocent 
of them has kill'd fifteen or twenty Men to his 
Share, They were all black as Devils, their Hair 
grew down to their Waſtes, each of them had two 
or three Cuts croſs the Face, and every one a 
a Blunderbuſs on his Shoulder, and two Piſtols, 
and as .many Dagpers at his Girdle. Theſe are 
the Banditti that live in the Mountains of Piemont 
and Gewoa's you would certainly have been afraid 
to have ſeen me amongſt theſe. Scoundrels, and 
would have believ'd they were a going to cut my 
Throat. For fear of being robb'd, 1 entreated 
their Company, having the Night before written 
to their Captain to meet me here, which he hath; 
done; fo that I have got off for three Piſtoles. 
But above all, I wiſh yon had ſeen what Faces my 
Nephew and my Man put on, on this Occaſion, 
who thought nothing leſs than that I had led them 
to the Slaughter-houſe. Having diſmiſ®d them, 
I came into two Places where there were Haniß 
Garriſons, and there certainly I was in greater 
Hazard than before. Being examin'd, I told *em 
I was a Savohard; and to make me paſs for ſuch, 
I ſpoke as like as I could M. de ——; and upon 
that. I was permitted to paſs, Conſider whether 1 
ſhall make any excellent Diſcourſes that will ſtand 
me in ſo much Stead; and if it had not been very 
impertinent in me at that Time, if under Pre- 
tence of being. of the Academy, I ſhould have 
pump'd for the beſt French, From thence I came 
to Savonne, where I found the Seca ſomewhat more 
tempeſtuous than was ſuitable to ſo ſmall a Veſlet 
as I had taken; and yet, God be prais d, I am 
come ſafe hither. Conſider how many Hazards I 
have paſs'd in one Day. In ſhort, I have eſcap'd 
the Banditti, the Spaniard, and the Sea, and they 
have not all of them done me ſo much Hurt as 
you have; and it is for your Sake that I run the 
greateſt 
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greateſt Hazards I am like to meet with in this 
Voyage. You think that I am in Jeſt, but may 1 
die, ff I can any longer defend myſelf from the 
Affliction it is to me, not to ſee your Mother and 
yourſelf, 1 muſt needs confeſs, that I was firſt in 
ſome Doubt, whether it were you or the Poſt» 
Horſe that hurt me; but no it is fix Days ſince 
I have ridden, and yet feel no leſs Wèearineſs. This 
convinces me, that my Torment proceeds from 
my Diſtance from you, and the greateſt of my 
Ailments, is that of not ſeeing you; and this is ſo 

certain, that had 1 no other Buſineſs here, than 
what TI have to do at Florence, I think I ſhould im- 
mediately return to France, and not have the Heart 
to go any farther, had I not an .*ffair of yours to 
ſolicit at Rowe, Be pleas'd then to think yourſelf 
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| oblig'd to me for this; for I aſſure you, there's 
| much more in it than 1 tell you, and that I am 
'q as much as I ought to be. | 


Your bumble Servant, & c. 
To my Lady Marchioneſs de RA M- 
| BOUILLET. OH] 


1 TEU TER XCIV, 


— 


MA DA, E 
OR your Sake I have given myſelf the Trou- 
| ble to ſee la Valentin ; and that with much 
more Curioſity than ever I ſaw any Thing in my 
whole Life. Since you expect a Deſcription of it, 
Iſhall give it you in as exact a Manner as I can. 
ut, Madam, be pleas'd to confider, that when [ 


have done this, and executed your other 3 
5 on 
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fion at Rome, I ſhall have done for you two of the 
hardeſt Things in the World, which is to talk of 
Buildings and Buſineſs, To begin then, Madam, 
with Ia Valentin, I muſt inform you, that it is a 

leaſant Houſe, within a quarter of a League of 
Turin, fituated in a Meadow on the River Po. 


2 ..,] > 


— play a Jade's Trick, and leave me in the Lurch. 


Tam, 
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Genoa, OF, 7, 1638. Your Servant, 


20 Monſieur Cos r ART. 
24005 RT ER NV. 
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1 Was Yeſterday entertain d in one of the moſt 
magnificent Palaces in the World. For my 
Lodgings, I had a ſpacious Hall, two Anti-Cham- 
bers, and a Chamber hang'd with Tapeſtry, all over 
bedaub'd with Gold, and was attended by ſome 
20 or zo tall-Servants in Liyeries; and to Day I 


find myſelf in one of the wretched'ſt Inns that e- 
ver was ſeen, and have only one Boy to wait upon 
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Scene out of my Head, and raiſe myſelf to as 
Yreat a Degree of * as I enjoy'd Leſter- 
ay, I call'd for Pen, Ink, and Paper, on purpoſc 
to write to you ; and may I be a don by a 
the World, if amidſt the Honours I receiv'd ſuit- 
able to the Perſon that I then repreſented, and 
amidſt all the Dainties I was then regal'd with, 


found ſo much Pleaſure as I do at this preſent. 


Beſides the Satisfaction I take in entertaining you, 
I had a much ſtronger Reaſon to incline me to 
write; and that was, that the Cauſe of my main- 
taining a conftant Correfpondence with you, does 
not proceed from any Advantage I propoſe to my 
ſelf by the Exchange, fince at this preſent Mo- 
ment, when I cannot Io for any Anſwer from 
you, I yet take an infinite Pleaſure to write to you, 
and likewiſe to aſſure you of my Readineſs to 
Terve you, whenever any Occafion preſents itſelf. 
Within three Weeks I-hope to take my fareivel of 
Rome; and if I can meet with the Conbeyance of 

Veſſel, to fail dire#ly for Marſeiles, you that are ſo 
well acquainted with the Winds, if you have any 
Command over them, be ſo kind as to lock them 
up all but one or two, that will ſend'me Home- 
wards. As for them, there is no great Danger, 
ſhould they ſtorm and bluſter a little, Idon't care 
a Farthing for a little toſſing of the Sea, provided 
I make the more Speed; for I long exceedingly to 
be at Paris, and particularly to kiſs your Hands 
ſheee,. Law |... 5.0; 
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S ee ee ee e ee Þ 
To Mademoiſclle de RAMBOVILLETs: 
LETTER XCVL 
Mavam . _ 8 
MI Lady, your Mother; muſt excuſe me, 
4 but never any Thing was ſo tireſome to me, 
as Rome. Not a Day paſſes, but I ſee ſomething that 
is wonderful; Maſter-pieces of the greateſt Artiſts 
that ever were; Gardens where there is an ever- 
laſting Spring; Buildings that are not to be e- 
ds in the World ; and Ruins yet more beauti- 
ful than they : But all this that I tell you, hath no 
Power to divert me; and at theſame Time that I 
Tee em, I wiſh myſelf far from em. The moſt 
excellent Paintings, Sculptures,: and Portraitures 
vf Abels, Praxiteles, and Papardelle, have no Charms 
for me. I ſhould be amas'd at this, were I not 
Tenfible of the Cauſe, and did not well know, that 
a Perſon, who has been accuſtom d to the Sight of 
you, could never be eaſy when he did not enjoy 
It: For to tell you the Truth, Madam, I have the 
ſame Senſe. of you, as of Health; I never ſo well 
know your Value, as when I have loft. you ; and 
although, when Jam near you, I manage not al- 
ways ſo well as to maintain myſelf well with you 3 
pet from the Moment that I behold you no more, 
1 ſeek you with a thouſand Wiſhes. Icall to Mind 
that 1 the moſt precious of worldly Things 3 
and I find, by Experience, that all the Delights 
of the Earth are harſh and diſagreeable without 
you. I had more Pleaſure ſome Time ago in two 
or three Turns of the Rue) with you, than I have 
had fince in ſeeing all the Country-Seats of Rome 
or that I ſhould have to ho the Capitol, tho' in all 
| by ats 
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Its ancient Splendor, with even Fupiter Capitolinus 


there in Perſon: But that you may know that 


this is no Raillery, and that I am really as ill as T 


_ expreſs it, tis but eight Days fince, that walkin 


in the Morning with the Chevalier de Fars, I ha 

fallen all along, if he had not receivid me in his 
Arms; and the next Evening I ſwoon'd once more 
in the Apartment of the Marſhal de Eftree's. The 
Phyſicians ſay, that thoſe are melancholy Vapours, 


and that theſe Accidents are not to be neglected. 
As for me, ſince this has taken me two Days ſuc- 


ceſſively, and that I was threaten'd with ſomething 
worſe, I have neither been ſtupid nor inſenſible, 


but have taken ſome Antimony which Monſieur 
' Nerli gave me. This has done me ſome Good, 
and I'll bring four Doſes with me, which I' per- 
ſwade the Dutcheſs d Aiguillon to take; for there 
is no Volatile Salt which can have ſo good Effect: 
And this we muſt be contented with, till he that 


hath given me it, ſhall find the Receipt of the 
Aurum Potabile; which Secret, as he ſays, he ſhall 
attain to in a Year at leaſt. I hope to leave this 
Place in a Week; you will be amaz'd that I can 
continue ſo long in a Place which Itell you I have 
been ſo tir'd with; but I have been kept here 
*till now, by ſome Things: which I will acquaint 


you with, and which I have not yet been able to 


iſpatch; but I aſſure you once more, that I never 


in my Life was ſo uncaſy and ſo impatient to ſee 
you. I humbly beſeech you to do me the Honour 


. 
* 
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to believe me, and to be aſſur'd that I am much 
more than 1 can here enpreſſ, 


me Nen Madam, * 
Reme, Nov, 25. 1638. tre vo 7; 
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LETTER XCVIL 


My Loxo, 
I Would willingly myſelf have brought you the 


Letter herein inclos'd, and return'd you my 
hanks by Word of Mouth, for the Favour you 


were pleas'd to do me, in recommending me to 


the Perſon who ſends it you: And indeed, having 
been but little amended at Rome, I had a mighty 
Mind to ſee whether I ſhould be more improv'd 
at Liſieux, and whether you would teach me how 
to make myſelf worthy of the Pardons I have re- 
ceiv'd from the Pope, This Journey I believe 
would be of more Uſe to me, than that which F 
have lately finiſh'd ; for really, my Lord, I never 
ſee you, without heing the better for it ſome Days 
together; and every Time I come near you, L find 
my good Angel aſſumes new 1 and leads 
me by the Hand with more Boldneſs. Lhave long 
thought, that if ever God vouchſafes to convert 
me, he will make Uſe of no other Means in order 
to do it, than your Diſcourſe and Example; and, 
that if he ſends a Voice from Heaven to. reclaim 
me, he will communicate it to me by your Mouth. 
I can't help thinking, that the Deſire I have to 
ſerve you, does, in ſome ſort, ſanctiſy me already; 
and I cannot be very prophane, whilſt I have fo 
much Reſpect and Affection for ſo holy a Perſon : 
At leaſt, you cauſe me to have one reaſonable 
Paſſion among ſo many other unreaſonable ones; 
and let me be ever ſo irregular, F am ſure one 
Part of my Heart is ſound ;. tho' I am us'd to be- 
ſtow it with very little Conſiderations, yet now I 
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believe I have for ever ſecur'd the Part you have 
of it, from all Danger of being given or engag d 
elſewhere. Your Share in it, my Lord, is ſo great, 
that 1 hope it may one Day come to ſave al the 
reſt ; and I don't deſpair of ſeeing it wholly yours 
e er long. You are every Moment winning more 
and more of it, and, within a very little while, you 
will have as much Power in it, as all the reſt of 
the World befides, put together. I beg you would go 
on and gain it all, and you may rejoyce in this Ac- 
"_ asa Conqueſt made in an Infidel Country, 
rom whence you are decreed to expel Idolatry. 
I have ſome Hopes that this will happen ;. for 
when I confider that you, who can very hardly be 
deceiv'd, have given me ſo many Commendations, 
Flook upon all the Good you have ſaid of me, 
as a Prophecy, and I believe, I ſhall come to be 
the Man you affur'd Cardinal Barberini J was al- 
ready. Tis impoſſible for me to expreſs the good 
Reception he gave me upon your Recommenda- 
tion, and the Affection he teftify'd for every Thing 


that related to you. Italy, my Lord, is not a bit 


lefs acquainted with your Merits than Fance; and 
I ſaw nothing at Rome that edify'd me ſo much, as 
the Eſteem they have there for you. But Cardinal 
Barberini particularly ſeem'd to be an extraordi- 
nary Friend of yours; and I dare ſay, he has that 
Love and Reſpect for your Virtue, which all, who 
converſe with you, muſt feel in yaur behalf. He 
has commanded me to tell you ſome Things from 
him, which I reſerve *till I have the Honour to 
ſee you, and to aſſure you my ſelf, that I am more 
than any Body, FER 
My Lon p, +; 
Tour, &c. 


T 


—_ — 


Monſeur Voi runz N Letters. 233 
To Monſieur de Lyowns at RoMrs . 
LETTER XCVIII. 


S IR, 
H O' you have caus d me the moſt reſtleſs 
1 Hours that I have had in all + my Travels, 
and have rreated me at Rome the worſt of any 
thing that I know of, yet aſſure yourſelf, I haves 
not feen any Man I ſo much deſire to ſee again, 
or have a greater Inclination to ferve. It ſeldom 
happens, - that he,. who ruins a Man,. gains his 
Friendſhip by it; you have had that good For- 
tune with me; and your Genius hath in all 
Things ſuch an Influence over mine, . that I have 
not been able to make my Party good any way ; 
but tho' you have [gotten my Money, yet at the 
ſame Time you have won my Heart, and made 
yourſelf Maſter of my Affections. And if Jam 
fo happy to have any Place in yours, that Gain 
takes away the Senfe of all my Loſſes, and makes 
me think myſelf the Gainer in what hath paſt be- 
tween us. Your Acquaintance, tho' it has coſt me 
extreamly dear, yet have I not paid the Worth 
on't, and I ſhould not ſtick to give as much, to find 
ſuch a Companion at Paris. This granted, Sir, you 
| . may 
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+ Voiture took a Journey to Rome: There he play d 
with Monſieur de Lyonne, and loſt his Money. At 
his Return to Paris, he wrote this Letter to Mon- 
fieur de Lyonne, who was ſtill at Rome, Voiture was 
a paſſionate Lover of Gaming, and play'd high 
had it n6t been for that Vice, he had dy'd as rich 

as Cbapelain, the beſt provided for, and yet tho 

pooreſt of all the Wits of his Age. 
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1 may be aſſur'd I ſhall do any Thing that may ſe- 

| cure an Honour that I. efteem.ſo extreamly, and 

| _ that ſhall not eaſily loſe a Friend I have pur- 

x chas'd at ſo dear a Rate. Thaye fulfill d your De- 

fires in the Buſineſs that you writ to me about, 
and ſhall be as obſervant to you in all your other 


Commands, for I am with Sincereneſs and Af- 
fection, CIP 
Sir, 
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Zo the Lord Cardinal de la VaIETTE. 
LETTER XCIX. 

My Lo p, 1 en ids a | 
FF you remember the Love 'I us'd to have for- 
Rinaldo and Rogero, you would not at all doubt 
of my having as great a one now for you, ſince in 
only a Doublet you do all that they did in en- 
chanted Armour: Had you been a Fairy, you 
could not have run inte Danger more boldly than- 
you have done: You have puſh'd Valour to its 
fartheſt Limits, and carry'd it to the greateſt 
Height that it can poſſibly be rais'd to, even: by 
thoſe who have no other Virtue beſides their Bra- 
very. I own, my Lord, if the War had been end- 
ed by this laſt Action, which you had the princi- 
pal Hand in, and if nothing remain'd for you to 
do now, but to come Home in Friumph, I ſhould 
take a vaſt deal of Delight in the Praiſes which 
are here given you, and ſhould fit down to write 
our Hiſtory, with a great deal of Calmpeſs and 
leaſue : But when reflect that ors OrcaGons 
are likely to offer, wherein you may run the ſame- 
Y 30 24. VE l 3&0 Hazards, 
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Hazards,. and not being ſure what may be the 
End of the Story, can't enjoy, without ſome Um- 
eaſineſs, the Glory you have gain'd in the World; 
and the Fear of Futurity will noc ſuffer me to be 
heartily joyful-at what now requires it. For this 
Reaſon, I leave the Office of loading you with E- 
logiums, to thoſe who have not ſo much Affection 
for you as I have, and who do not ſtand ſo much 
in need of you, as Ido. For my part, all Lcan do 
at preſent, is moſt humbly to beſeech you, my 
Lord, to be more careful of the moſt illuſtrious 
Perſon of the Age, and not to be ſo fond of Va- 
Tour, as to do Wrong to Juſtice, which forbids you- 
to be ſo free in venturing the Happineſs of ſo- 
many. People, and commands you to be very cau- 
tious how you riſque a Life, wherein ſo many wor- 
thy Perſons have an Intereſt, and which is of more 
Concern to France, than all the Countries you de- 


fend, Lam, * 1 
| My Ford, 
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LETTER C. 
My aL | 


H AD you left Paris, even upon an apreeable- 
1 1 Occaſion, either for Pleaſure or Glory, I be- 
lieve I ſhould have been forry even for that, and 
in this one Point oppos'd your Intereſt ; but your 
Abſence having-ſo unlucky a Cauſe as it has, 1 
may ſay, nothing could had happen'd to afflict 
me more, and Fortune could have done nothing 
(in my Eyes) more unjuſt and hard to be ſupport-- 
ed. Since this W diſturb'd the nn 


— 
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of rhe” Body here, and given Uneaſineſs to ſo 
many People, who are le(s oblig'd to you than [ 
am, I dare ſay, my Lord, you would not in the 
leaſt have ſcrupled to believe that J am inexpreſ- 
fibly griev'd at it, tho” I had not writ to you, to 
inform you of it. However, I thought it my Duty 
to give you this Proof of it; and I fancy'd, I ſhould 
receive ſome Conſolation trom afluring you, that 
there is no Body on Earth, who is ſo much con- 
cern'd at every Thing that relates to you, or is 
more ſincerely than I, 
My Lord, 
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Sia, 

Wiſh you had danc'd a Couranto the leſs, and 
ſent me a Letter, or employ'd the Time where- 

in you may dance a Boutade in writing to me. We 
are told here, that in one fingle Ball you danc'd _. 
it thirty Times: This is heavy dancing for a 
| An areſchal de Camp, who ought to give ſome 

roof of his remembering thoſe whom he left be- 
hind at Paris, If you go on at this Rate, I declare 
Tl have no more to do with you, nor take any 
More Care of your Affairs; for I think the Ladies 
of Lorain will be more oblig'd to reward you, than 


our Court- Ladies. I don't know, Sir, what you 
may fancy, nor what Advantage you may have 
in't ; but, for my Part, I think your Dancing 
can't be much in Tune at Metz ; and I dare ſwear 
— have no Ladies there, more handſome nor 
vely than three or four here, who talk 7 you 

| OMG» 
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ſometimes, and who are a little affronted at your 
being ſo merry in their Abſence ; But if you are 
frown ſuch a mighty Dancer, that you can't for- 

ear, at leaſt they defire you not to dance the 
Boutade any more, but to chuſe ſome graver Dance, 
ſuch as the Brawls, or the Pavane, I thought my 
ſelf oblig'd, Sir, to give you this Advice ; you 
may make what Uſe of it you pleaſe ; for my 
Part, I ſhall be always, 5 
. , Your, &c. 


CG GTG CE 
To Mademoiſelle de RamzoulLLET, - 
[LETTER CIL 


MA DAM, | 
HE raiſing of the Siege of Turin, was the 

' moſt agreeable News I ever heard in my 
Lite. Yet I could not help being a little ſorry, that 
it depriv'd me of an Opportunity to give my Lord 
Cardinal de la Valette a Proof of the fincere Aﬀec- _ 
tion I have for him; for I had made a Reſolution 

to get into the City, and carry him ſome Refreſh- 
ments, together wit Jens eflage. Count Guiche, 
to whom 1 boaſted of this Project, told me, that 
they generally hang thoſe. whom they catch in 
fach Deſigns ; but this did not at all deter me; for 
having had ſome Reaſons from Madam de Ia Tri- 
moiille, with which I might comfort myſelf up, in 
Caſe I were broken upon the Wheel in [taly, I did 
not much mind ſo ſmall a Matter as being hang'd, 
But it had been comical, if the Cardinal from the 
Walls, ſhould have happen'd to ſpy me uporr the 
Ladder. In ſober Sadneſs, when one is abſent 
from you, a Man would be hang'd for a Groat, 
and one feels ſo great a Weight lying upon one's 
| omach, 
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Stomach, that I don't know but 'twould be better 


to be put out of one's Pain at once. *Tis impoſſi- 


ble for you, Madam, to conceiye the Nature of 
this Diſtemper, becauſe you were never abſent 
from your ſelf, nor ever knew the AMiCtion it 
gives, to be ſeparated from the moſt amiable Per- 
fon in the World. But, if you will, Pl tell you 
how it is: The firſt Day one is quite faſt aſleep ; 
the ſecond, one is only in a Sort of a Doſe-;: the 
third, one is as it were ſtupify'd, and when one's 
Senſes begin to return, one fighs, and fighs, ſo pi- 
tifully, that *tis enough to cleave any Body's Heart 
to hear it. Don't be afraid of this Letter's being 
open'd, for the Poſts do now travel in Security: 
But, in Caſe it is ſurpris'd, I declare to Prince 
Thomas, to the Marquifs of Leganez, and to all thoſe 
to whom thefe Preſents ſhall come, that there's 
no Heed to be given to me, that I am in Jeſt all 
the while, in whatever I ſay, and that I generall 

Manner. They 
may believe as much of this as they pleaſe; but 
this is undoubtedly true, that lam, beyond any 


Thing I can ſay, 
0 : Madam, 


Grenoble, 8 Tour, &c. 


S e e e e eee eee 
To the Princeſs. 
LETTER CI 


| MavDan, | | : 
JAL/ERE I not nail'd to Paris ſo faſt, that I 
don't know how to ſtir from it, nothing 
Thould have hinder'd me to Day, from being at 
Poiſſy ; for whatever I may have ſaid of another 
Princeſs, there is none in the World I ſee with --4 
mu 


1 
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much Pleaſure, as I do your. Highneſs. But as you 
know, Madam, that one Pellet drives out another, 
the Paſſion F have for you, is forc'd to give Way 
to a new one which is come upon me, and which, 
if it is not ſtronger, is at leaſt more preſſing at 
2 I don't know whether you will under- 

and this Anigmatical Way of Expreffion ; but 
I affure you, I have a fundamental Reaſon not to 
fir from hence, but I dare not reſt too much up- 
on it, nor explain myſelf farther to you. I delibe- 
rated a long Time with myſelf, whether F ſhould 
go or no, and there was a great Diſpute between 
my Heart and another Part which I don't Name: 
But, in ſhort, Madam, I muſt own to you, that 
that which ought to have been undermoſt, got 
the upper Hand of it, and I preferr'd that before 
every Thing elſe, which naturally ought to have 
been bebind, Yet I ſwear, in the Poſture my Affairs 
are in, twas impoſſible for me to do otherwiſe ; 
and you youtſelf, who are the moſt prudent Per- 
ſon in the World, and do nothing without Order, 
muſt have done as I did, if you had been in my 
Condition. I pray God, Madam, you never may; 
for in the Condition I am in, there is no Place at 
all but what is irkſome to me; and be I where 1 
will, I am, as it were, upon Thorns: I can't walk; 
Fam very uneaſy on Horſeback ; a Coach is too 
violent for me, and even Monſieur de Sous-carriere*s 
Chairs are troubleſome to me. Fam, 


as Sed Madam, 
Paris, Auguſt 5, 
1639, 131 Four, &c. 
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ECC 


To Monſieur CHAPELAINe- 
LETTER CIV. 


81, | 
F hnb+- comes to tell you, that I ſhall punc- 
tually put your Orders in Execution. Whe- 
ther *tis for your own, or M. de Bslzac's Sake, that 
Ido it, the Duce take me if I know, nor, indeed, 
do I think I ſhall be able to reſolve the Queſtion, 
tho' I ſtudy'd it twenty four Hours by the Clock. 
The Authority that both of you have over me, is 
ſo equally divided, that if, at the ſame Time, one 
of you ſhould command me to eat, and the other 
to drink, in my Conſcience I ſhould: be ſtary d, at 
leaſt, 5 to the nice Notion of our Philo- 
ſophers ; for I ſhould never find any Reaſon to 
comply with the one more than the other: But 
as my good Stars order it, you agree ſo well in 
your Sentiments, that you will never impoſe, any 
contrary Commands upon me; and your Intereſts 
are ſo mutually interwoven, that when ever I ſa- 
tisfy one of you, I cannot fail of fatisfying the 04 
ng Ls oat 47-50 | 


SIR, 
Aug. 10. Ns POLITE 
1639. 6 Tour bumble Servant, 
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To Mademoiſelle *, 
LETTER CV. 


MAp Au, 


T HE Letter which you deſir'd to ſee, is not 
worth the leaſt Line of that in which you 
command it; but you, who were Yeſterday ſo de- 
vout, do you make no Scruple to write ſuch Fhings 
in the Holy-week, and do you not apprehend the 
Conſequence of em, and what Eft they may 
have? I had ſet my Conſcience at reſt, and for 
that Reaſon had reſolv'd never to ſee you more, 
But your Letter has given me a new Diſorder 5 
and, as well as another, I have ſuffer'd myſelf to 
be overcome by your Pearls, and your four thou- 
ſand Livres. I could not have thought that you 
would ever have made uſe of ſuch Means to re- 
ain a Lover, or that theſe Sort of Thing could 
ave had any Power over me; and I aſſure you, 
*:is the firſt Time that I have let myſelf be daz- 
zled with Riches : So, to tell you the Truth, the 
Pearls were never ſo well ſet as they are in your 
Letter; and your four thouſand Livres, as you 
have manag'd 'em, are worth more than three 
hundred thoufand, You are an incomprehenſible 
Perſon, and I cannot ſufficiently admire how, with» 
out reading Herodotus, and making uſe of the Satur- 
nalia, you can write ſuch delicate Letters; as for 
me, Madam, I begin to imagine that you have de- 
cciv'd us; 1 believe you are acquainted with the 
Source of Niles, and that Spring from whence you 
draw all theſe fine Things, Eh you ſay, is much 
more ſecret and unknown: In fine, whatſvever 
your Steward ſays, tis not the Marchioneſs de 408 
| wag 
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who is the fineſt Perſon in the World; you have 
more Charms in a Corner of an Eye, than there 
is in all the. reſt of the Earth ; nor have all the 
Charms of Magick, a Power comparable to thoſe. 
you write. 


FF 
To Madam * 
LETTER CvI. 


MapAu, 
k,n have good Reaſon to make a 2 ot 
me, and I own I am aſham'd to find, that 
after having made ſo much Boaſting, I muſt at 
laſt be forc'd to ſhew my Weakneſs. As far as 1 
ſee, Madam, let me be where I will, I'can never 
be far from you; carry you always about me in 
my Heart; and you have me as ſuræe when Lam at 
my own Lodgings, as when I am in your Coach: 
But, if we confider this Matter thoroughly, you 
neither ought to have any Glory upon its Ac-- 
count, nor I any Shame; for fince tis all done by 
Sorcery and Enchantment, there's no Room for 
0 to boaſt, nor me to be reproach'd and up- 
raided. It muſt be done ſo; for if there were 
not ſomething ſuper-natural in it, how could it 
happen, that, knowing your Artifices ſo well as I 
do, I ſhould' make no better a Defence againſt 
them; and that the moſt unlucky, ungrateful 
Creature upon Earth, ſhould to me ſeem the moſt 
amiable. ' Be ſatisfy'd, I beſeech you, Madam, 
with the Miſchiefs you have done me; break the 
Charm you have laid upon me; or, if you are not 
willing I ſhould be cur'd, at leaſt, fince nothing is 
impoſſible to you, ſo order it, that I may believe 
you love me, and I ſhall then endure wit _ 


. 
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fulneſs all the Misfortunes you ſhall pleaſe to in - 
flict upon me. Ia | 1 

Shel ar Madam, » 6. 563 
CL A Ye adbitbee * | Your, 8c." 
eee 
Jo the Marchioneſs de Sa 31 E. 
I LETTER CVIL 
MAp AM, | ; | 1055 
TH O' Monfieur Me/tardiere's Letters are very 
1 gallant, yet Mademoiſelle de Chalais and my 
ſelf don't know how to be ſatisfy'd with receiving 
only that one in this Journey, ſince that too in- 
form'd us of nothing but your having caught a 
dreadful Cold. But tis a ſtrange Thing, that I, 
who have ſo oſten been angry with you for being 
too tender and fearfub in what concern'd your 
Health, ſhould now grow to be of the ſame Tem- 
per as to what regards you; and that your having 
a Cold, ſhould be a greater Torment to me, than 
if I myſelf had a continual Fever upon me. But 
indeed J am now ſo much intereſted in your 
Health, that I have good Reaſon to be uneaſy for. 
it, fince thereon depends your Journey, and upon: 
„our Journey, all my Repoſe and Satisfaction; 
wy I aflure you, Madam, I am reſolv'd to have 
none, if you don't come; ſo that I ſhall this Win- 
ter be the happieſt or unhappieſt of all Mankind, 
according to the Reſolution you take. Nay, you 
yourſelf-too would have your Share in the Plea- 
ſure you give us z for you would undoubtedly have 
more Diverſion here, than where you are, and be 
more gay, and conſequently better in Health. But 
"rifl you can come, how kind I ſhould think you, 
i you would but ſend Mademoiſelle —- 
* * 
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Mademoiſelle === before you, that in the mean 
Time I might have ſome Body to talk of you to, 
and ſo. deceive'my Impatience, by giving it that 
Satisfaction! —2' .-. 
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his is a great Piece of Aſſurance, 
Madam, to ſcratch out four Lines together, when 
one writes to a Marchioneſs ; but you. know bet- 
ter than any Body how neceſſary a yoo it is in 
human Society, to have the Liberty of ſcratching 
out. I don't write to ——, for Iam vex'd at her 
not having written to me all the laſt Journey. f 
ſend a Parcel of Top-knots, which I humbly beg 
u to tranſmit into the Hands of her Confident,.. 
he may make what Uſe of them ſhe ſhall think, 
moſt Pacers. ang keep them for herſelf, if ſhe- 
believes ſhe cannot + them to———, withs, 
out being ſuſpected by the Mother. Yet I defire- 
the would pick out the handſomeſt of them, and 
— them to you as from herſelf; E-would ſay 
om me, if I durſt, and if I did not know that 
ou never take the leaſt Pleaſure in having any 
hing given to you- I ſend them ſome Images 
too, becauſe I remember I promis'd I would: I tel 
u nothing from your Friend; the poor Creature 
18, I think, in a deplorable Condition; her Huſ- 
band never ſtirs a Moment from her; he is every 
Moment ſcolding at her, and ſo is her Mother. 
In ſhort, never was Woman marry'd ſo little, nor 
ſo much. Pray, Madam, come quickly, and ſee 


this Wonder. Lam, | 
Your, &c. 
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To Madam | 
LETTER CVIII. 


MADAM, | 2 
H O' I can never hope to acquit myſelf of 
the Obligation I lie under to you for your 
Civilities, — ſhould be ſorry to be leſs oblig*& 
to you; and tho' I know myſelf unworthy the Ho- 
nours you heap upon me, they nevertheleſs give 
me — — leaſure; if I knew nothing more 
of you than your Quality and Birth, I ſhould think 
myſelf very much honour'd in having receiv'd 
Eetters from you, and been favour'd with your 
Commands. But Fortune having ſo order d it, 1 
can't tell by what Means, that being at a great 
Diſtance from you, I nevertheleſs know you as 
particularly as thoſe who are moſt near you. I 
own, Madam, it gives me an inconceivable Satis- 
faction, not to ſay Vanity, to have receiv'd ſo 
much Kindneſs from one whom I long ago thought 
the moſt accompliſh'd Lady this Age- can boaſt 
of, and in whom all the Qualifications that can 
create Affection and Eſteem, are aflembled toge- 
ther. But tho' I had known ſo little of the World, 
as never to have heard this talk'd of, yet I can 
judge by your Letters, that there is nothing in France 
that can equal your Affability and Wit ; and the 
beautiful and obliging Words which you do me the 
Honour to write to me, would certainly make me 
imagine ſomething extraordinary of you.. 'They 
are really ſuch Words, Madam, as would have 
touch'd me extreamly, let them come from whom 
they would; but the Perſon who fends them, 
makes them much more confiderable in my Eye 
p an 
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and the Hand that writ them, gives them a Force 
and Virtue they could never have had elſewhere. 
If after this, I ferve 4 — with my utmoſt Dili- 
gence and Intereſt, twill be no great Wonder; 
Jour Perſwaſions are ſuch, that it would be im- 

oſſible not to do it, and you have left me no 

oom to have any Merit in doing it. I could 
wiſh, Madam, that inſtead of recommending to 
me a Perſon for whom I have already a very 


— 
Eſteem, you had commanded me to do ſomethin 


very difficult, and for which I might have h 

ſome little Repugnance; that you might, in ſome 
Meaſure, have known the Power you have over 
me, and been ſenſible, that it is not either the Fa- 
vours you have loaded me with, or the Manner of 


writing, by which you ſo eaſily gain the Hearts of 
all who.read your Letters, that make me obey: 


you; but that *tis the ReſpeR I have for the ma- 


Dy wonderful Qualities you poſſeſs, and Zeal with 
which I am, _ 
TY Madam, 


BE | Your, &c. 
Zo Mademoiſelle de RAMBOUILLET.. 
 SIEET TER GI. 


MA DAN; 


1 it not for my Waggon, I ſhould be 
wonderfully afflicted at the Loſs of your 
Company, and ſhould have thought of nothing 
beſides yourſelf ; for, to tell you the Truth, I was 
never in my Lite ſo unwilling to leave you. But 
you can't imagine, Madam, what an excellent Re- 


medy a Waggon is againſt an extraordinary Paſ- 


ſion ; ſometimes a Horſe founders, then a Wheel 
$4: breaks; 
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breaks; ſometimes we ſtick faſt all Night in the 
midſt of a Bogg ; and 'tis really as much as one 
can do to think of one's beſt Friends twice or thrice 
a Day, in theſe plaguy Vehices. But now that we 
hall travel more gently, and are juſt going to take 
Water upon the Weſne, I ſhall do my Duty better 
in thinking of you ; and I am miſtaken if I ſhan't 
arrive at Avignon the moſt paſſionate Man in the 
World. As for you, Madam, who travel no far- 
ther than from your Houſe to Fauxbourg St. Germain, 
and are not oblig'd to hobble thro* ſuch ill Ways 
as Jam, you are not excuſable, if you don't do 
me the Honour to think of me ſometimes ; at 
leaſt, I know you are more oblig'd to do it than 
ever; and if I don't think of you very often, when 
I do, 'tis with ſuch a good Will, and in ſuch a 
Manner, that I am ſure, if you could conceive it, 
you would be ſatisfy d with me; and beſides, how 
do you know but I do think of you very often, and 
talk thus, only becauſe I dare not tell all my Sen- 
timents ? In this Doubt, I beg you, Madam, to be- 
lieve what Monſieur Amand ſhall tell you about me, 
for I have appointed him to let you know my In- 
tentions, and do me the Fayour to think me, 


Madam, | 
Lyons, Feb, 23. 1642. | Tour, &c. 


The Reſolution which my Lord Cardinal had 
form'd, to go by Water on the Rleſnue, is alter d; 
becauſe, as he was walking upon the Port the Day. 
before Yeſterday, he ſaw a Boat full of Soldiers 
like to periſh, and there were ſome of them ſa 
mad as to fling themſelves into the Water, and ſo 
were drown'd : Now, his Eminence don't care for 


drowning, becauſe it would retard the Deſign he 
has upon Nonſſi lun. | 


The End of the Firſt Volume; | 


